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Gonzales ISD board approves bond election
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Independent School 
District Board of Trustees set in motion 
a $95 million November bond election 
with their vote at the Monday, Aug. 14 
regular meeting.

The board approved two proposi-

tions that’ll be voted on in November; 
Proposition A is for safety and security 
enhancements, general renovations and 
improving of aging buildings (Gonzales 
High School, Junior High School, North 
Avenue, Elementary School, Mainte-
nance and Administration Building), 
and construction of a new Career Tech-
nology Education building and a new 

Agricultural Barn.
Proposition B is the construction of 

a new athletic complex which details a 
7,000-seat artificial turf soccer/football 
stadium, eight tennis courts, baseball 
field, softball field, and an eight-lane 
track and field events.

GISD Superintendent Dr. Elmer Avel-
laneda said this bond election was two 

years in the making since he became 
the superintendent of schools at GISD.

Avellaneda said he wanted to focus 
on academics first before discussing a 
bond for the school district and accom-
plished that with 18 out of 22 assess-
ments showing improvement.

County judge 
files $24.8M 
budget for 
fiscal 2024
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County Judge Pat Davis has 
filed a budget for fiscal year 2024 which 
calls for more than $24.8 million in ex-
penditures against revenues of more than 
$19.8 million.

The county has a projected fiscal year 
2023 ending fund balance of nearly 
$21.94 million from which it will pay 
for the difference, which will allow the 
county to drop the tax rate from $0.3071 
per $100 valuation last year to $0.2420 
this fall, a decrease of 6.51 cents from last 
year’s tax rate.

The proposed tax rate is equal to the 
no-new-revenue rate, which essentially 
a tax rate that would produce the same 
amount of taxes if applied to the same 
properties taxed in the current and prior 
fiscal year, without taking any new im-
provements into consideration.

The average homestead went up in 
value from $132,149 in 2022 to $157,545, 
an increase of 25,396, or 19.22 percent, 
but the tax on the average homestead is 
expected to go down from $405.83 last 
year to $381.26 this year, a decrease of 

Chamber parts 
ways with executive 
director Henderson
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The Gonzales Chamber of Commerce 
& Agriculture has parted ways with ex-

ecutive director Melissa 
Henderson, whose last 
day of employment 
was Thursday, Aug. 10, 
Chamber president 
Wayne Baker an-
nounced.

Henderson worked for 
the Chamber for a little 
more than 13 months 
after she was hired to 

succeed former executive director Brad 
Cox. Her departure means the Chamber 
will be looking for a new executive direc-
tor for the third time since June 2021. 

The family of Evelyn Kridler recently presented a 
memorial donation to the Victoria College Gonzales 
Center Scholarship fund.  Accepting the donation 
was Vince Ortiz, Center Manager.  Mrs. Kridler passed 
away in 2010, and the memorial donation of $52,000 
was made possible by a family friend, who wished to 
honor Mrs. Kridler’s past commitment to education 
and the Gonzales community.  Mrs. Kridler was the 
1950 Valedictorian of Gonzales High School, a long-
time employee of Gonzales ISD, and a dedicated 
volunteer at the Gonzales Center during it’s early 
years. Presenting the check were,  L-R,  Mrs. Kridler’s 
Great-grandchildren,  Lyndon, Lyncoln, Lynnox and 
Elynna Leal ( Manda and Jacob Leal) and Emelia 
Mikesh (Elizabeth and Blake Mikesh) . Also presenting 
the check, but not pictured, were Jacquelyn Kridler 
Mikesh and Lynda Kridler Frazier, Mrs. Kridler’s 
daughters. The scholarship money will be used to 
provide tuition to students in the Gonzales community.  
VC Gonzales opened in 2007 and  provides a wide-
array of courses and services to area students. 

VANDY VAN EPPS

MEMORIAL DONATION TO VC SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Sales tax allocations for Gonzales increase in August
Waelder sets new 
single-year record 

with four months to go

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Sales tax allocations for the 
city of Gonzales for August 

increased by 2.57 percent above 
the amount the city received for 
August 2022, according to Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar’s 
office.

Meanwhile, Waelder set a 
new record for sales tax collec-
tion in a single year — and there 

Gonzales 
City Council 
OKs voter 
approval 
tax rate
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

By a split 3-2 vote, the 
Gonzales City Council will 
propose what is called the 
“voter approval” tax rate of 
29.38 cents per $100 valuation 
for fiscal year 2023-24.

The voter approval rate is 
the maximum ad valorem tax 
rate the council can set without 
triggering an automatic tax 
rate election. It is 0.28 cents 
above the no-new-revenue 
tax rate of 29.10 cents, which 
is  a calculated rate that would 
provide the city with about 
the same amount of revenue it 
received in the year before on 
properties that is taxed in both 
years.

The Gonzales City Council 
was in a deadlock when it came 
time to set the preliminary 
maximum ad valorem tax rate 
and schedule a public hearing 
on Thursday, Aug. 10, as the 
council only had four vot-
ers present with Councilman 
Joseph Kridler absent.

Gonzales Director of Finance 
Laura Zella said the council has 
met several times and as of that 
meeting the city has balanced 
the budget. She recommended 
the council go with the voter 
approval rate.

Henderson

See CHAMBER, page 20

See BUDGET, page 19

See BOND, page 19

See TAX, page 20

See RATE, page 20

GONZALES COUNTY
STUDENTS RETURN 

TO SCHOOL
Above: Gonzales Elementary Principal 

Nikki Nerada hugs some of her students 
who are excited about the first day of 

school for the 2023-24 school year. Right: 
GISD Superintendent Dr. Elmer Avellenada 

welcomes students to Gonzales Primary 
Academy on the first day of school Tuesday, 

Aug. 15.
 CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Gonzales Main Street is 
pleased to recognize Edwards 
Furniture Co. as our Main 
Street Business of the Month.

Edwards Furniture, located 
at 703 St. Paul Street, has been 
a Gonzales staple since 1986. 
Edwards Furniture is family-
owned and operated. Patriarch 
Billy Edwards started the busi-
ness more than 60 years ago in 
Alice, Texas. Today they have 
locations in Alice, Gonzales 
and Uvalde, all owned and op-
erated by the Edwards family.

The Gonzales store has 
served the community for 37 
years and is blessed to have 
four long-time, exceptional 
employees with Maria Martinez 
holding the longest tenure at 24 
years. Larry Edwards’ favorite 
thing about this business is the 
people.

“Gonzales has some of the 
friendliest people you can 

meet” says Larry. “Most of our 
customers are local to Gon-
zales and the surrounding 
areas. They are what makes 
this business a success. It is 
a place where you know and 
care about your neighbor, a 
place where we can greet our 
customers and enjoy having 
long conversations with them. 
Business is great because of the 
community.”

Edwards Furniture caters 
to their customers. They offer 
special orders, delivery, and 
in-store financing. Their selec-
tion is vast and their customer 
service top notch. From living 
rooms to bedrooms, appliances 
to mattresses, whatever your 
home furnishing needs may be, 
Edwards Furniture can get it for 
you. “We’ll do what we can to 
get what you want.”

Follow them on Facebook @
Edwardsfurniturecogonzales 
or watch for their ads in the 
Gonzales Inquirer.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17, 2023  •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM               /GonzalesInquirer 2

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

August 21August 21
96º/75º

Intervals of clouds and sunshine 
with a couple of showers and a 

thunderstorm; very warm and humid
60% chance of rain ● RealFeel 106

SUNNYSUNNY

SUNNYSUNNY

August 17August 17
106º/77º

Hot with plenty of sunshine
7% chance of rain ● RealFeel 107

SUNNYSUNNY

August 19August 19
92º/76º

Humid with considerable clouds; a 
couple of afternoon showers

65% chance of rain ● RealFeel 102CLOUDYCLOUDY

Very warm and humid with brilliant 
sunshine

10% chance of rain ● RealFeel 114

August 23August 23
96º/75º

August 18August 18
98º/76º

Very warm and humid with a blend 
of sun and clouds

25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 113

August 20August 20
95°/76°

Sunshine and humid
10% chance of rain ● RealFeel 110

August 22August 22
94º/76º

Abundant sunshine
5% chance of rain ● RealFeel 107

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

HOTHOT

brought to you by

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402  •  www.storeyjewelers.com

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
August 17th
Stephanie Hill

James Padgett JR.
Robert Scheske
Amanda Sepeda

LeeAnn Weathermon

August 18th
Paul Canales
Jan Dunkin
Jake Irving

Wade Miller
Bobby Pakebusch

Ainsley Ann Riojas
Helen Rodriguez

August 19th
Travis Burleson

Gary Clack
W.C. “Bill” Crandall

Eunice Hanke
Daniel Maldonado

Minnie O’Neal
Stacy Scott

August 20th
Candace Ball Condel

Tim Decker Jr
Laurie Johnson
Ruth Johnson
W.L. Johnson

Martha L. Melchor
Myrtle Nichols
James Taylor

Erlene Zavadil

August 21st
Aurora Bastien
Mike Cosper

Stacey Dawson
Scott Dierlam

Stewart Frazier III
Tyler Mason
Hendershot

Rebecca Hindman
Natalie Tenberg

August 22nd
Missy Collura

Marvin Heinemeyer
Jenna Mills

Lance Tatsch
Sami Jo Warren
Brian Wilkerson

August 23rd
Todd DuBose

Kristina Bowers
Chad Miller

Melissa Marie
Rodriguez

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

Edwards Furniture named Main Street Business of the Month

VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Main Street board names Edwards Furniture as the Main Street Business of the Month. 

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

On Friday, Aug. 11, the Gonzales 
Economic Development Corporation 
(GEDC) and Gonzales Main Street 
held a BIG check ceremony to cel-
ebrate the completion of the improve-
ments made to The Dilworth Inn un-
der the Main Street Business Incentive 
Grant (BIG) Program.

The GEDC and Main Street ap-
proved a reimbursable Business 

Incentive Grant in the amount of 
$49,297.50 for the improvements that 
would be made to the Dilworth Inn. 
With the help of this grant, the Dil-
worth Inn was able to replace the roof 
and further protect this historic build-
ing from water damage and provide 
sustainability for years to come.

The GEDC and Main Street are grate-
ful to have such a vibrant downtown 
atmosphere that provides lodging, 
entertainment, shopping, and dining 
options to its residents and visitors.

GEDC, Main Street celebrate 
Dilworth Inn improvements

Gonzales ISD strengthens, 
enhances school safety measures
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

As the new school year 
approaches, Gonzales 
Independent School Dis-
trict (GISD) is committed 
to providing the safest 
learning environment 
possible for its students 
and staff.

The district has invest-
ed in several measures to 
enhance the safety and 
security of its campuses, 
including fencing, police 
officers, and the Guard-
ian program. The multi-
tiered approach is evolv-
ing as GISD continually 
works to increase safety 
measures.

FENCING
Gonzales ISD pur-

chased fencing for the 
high school and junior 
high campuses to create 
a more secure perimeter 
and limit unauthorized 
access. The fencing will 
be completed at the high 
school before the first 
day of class, Aug. 10. The 
junior high campus will 
have its fencing installed 
by the end of September. 
The district will share 
more information on the 
changes and procedures 
next week.

POLICE OFFICERS
GISD’s police depart-

ment is fully staffed with 
experienced and trained 
officers who will be as-
signed to each campus. 

The officers have previ-
ous experience working 
in schools and interacting 
with teachers, students, 
and administration. They 
will be responsible for 
enforcing the law, pre-
venting crime, respond-
ing to emergencies, and 
building positive rela-
tionships with the school 
community.

GUARDIAN PROGRAM
GISD implemented 

the Guardian program 
which allows selected 
staff members to carry 
concealed firearms on 
campuses. Guardians will 
receive extensive training 
and background checks. 
The program is designed 
to provide an additional 
layer of protection if 
necessary.

 The identities of the 14 
guardians are confiden-
tial and only known to 
the district administra-
tion and police depart-
ment. In addition to a 
GISD police officer, a 

guardian will also be at 
each campus.

EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT SUITE

This tool will allow 
GISD to access critical 
information that has 
lifesaving consequences. 
In the event of a reuni-
fication or evacuation, 
teachers and campus ad-
ministrators will have the 
ability to alert and con-
nect to first responders 
and account for students 
in real-time.

GISD believes that 
safety is a top priority and 
a shared responsibility 
among all stakeholders. 
A number of our safety 
efforts will be visible, and 
others not so much. The 
district will continue to 
promote its partnership 
with parents, guardians 
and students. Safety is the 
responsibility of our en-
tire community. Together, 
we can make our schools 
a safe place to learn and 
grow.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The City of Gonzales is now accept-

ing applications to serve on the various 
city boards and commissions for terms 
beginning Oct. 1, 2023.

A list of the current boards and com-

missions and their responsibilities are 
posted on the City of Gonzales website 
at https://www.gonzales.texas.gov/p/
government/boards—commissions.

For questions please contact City Sec-
retary, Kristina Vega at citysecretary@
gonzales.texas.gov or 830-672-2815.

Gonzales looking for board, commission applicants

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Nixon Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 
Smiley Bantam Activity 
Group have joined forces 
to create Nixon-Smiley 
Community Fest — a free, 
fun, family-friendly event.

The festivities will take 
place from noon to 1 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 9, at 
the intersection of North 
Congress Avenue and 
West Third Street in Nix-
on as well as at the Nixon 
Social, 120 W. Third St.

The event will include 
live music from the Logan 
Ryan Band, Brandon 
Ford, Chad Anderson, 
Sonic Soul, Josh Evans, 
Felix Pompa, Jeremy 
Alvarez and Tiffiny Dawn. 
It will also feature ven-

dors, kids games, a silent 
auction, food and fun. 
The Nixon-Smiley High 
School band is also ex-
pected to perform, along 
with the Nixon-Smiley 
little, middle school and 
high school cheerleaders.

For more information, 
email nixonchamber-
commerce@gmail.com 
or check out the Nixon-
Smiley Community Fest 
Facebook page.

Nixon-Smiley Community 
Fest scheduled for Sept. 9

FROM STAFF 
REPORTS

The Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Depart-
ment will host an 
informational meeting 
on Chronic Wasting 
Disease in deer from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 24, at the 
Waelder Community 
Center, 311 US-90 W, 
Waelder.

During the meet-
ing, speakers will go 
over the rules and 
regulations or a CWD 
surveillance zone in 
Gonzales County. 

Meeting set for 
CWD rules
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

August 17th – South Texas Tour
August 19th-20th – J and K

Productions

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

GONZALES LIVESTOCK 
MARKET
August 12th  
Cattle – 1487
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 choice calves and 
yearlings sold steady to very 
active market. Less quality 
calves and yearlings sold steady. 
Packer cows sold steady & bulls 
sold steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 335-340; 300-400 lbs., 302-
315; 400-500 lbs., 277-290; 500-
600 lbs., 235-267; 600-700 lbs., 
225-230; 700-800 lbs., 217-221.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 
95-185.
Stocker-feeder heifers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 275-285; 300-400 lbs., 259-
265; 400-500 lbs., 235-245: 500-
600 lbs., 221-228; 600-700 lbs., 
200-215.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility 
and commercial, 84-97; Cutters, 
102-110; Canners, 52-77; High 
yielding fat cows, 91-103.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, 
good heavy bulls, 121-124; Light 
weights and medium quality 
bulls, 100-118.
Stocker Cows: $750 to $1,700.
Pairs: $1,100 to $1,800.

NIXON LIVESTOCK
August 14th
Cattle – 1501
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $226-320
300-400 lbs - $236-320
400-500 lbs - $222-305
500-600 lbs - $212-263
600-700 lbs - $204-260
700-800 lbs - $189-229
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $194-270
300-400 lbs - $209-275
400-500 lbs - $204-271

500-600 lbs - $200-235
600-700 lbs - $196-220
700-800 lbs - $183-200
Slaughter Cows - $69-110
Slaughter Bulls - $100-131
Stocker Cows – $650-1100
Pairs:  $1010-1700

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: August 8th
Cattle on hand: 2372
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $83-112
Utility & Fat Cows: $82-106
Light Weight Canner Cows: $58-83
Poor/Weak: $48-60
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $118-129
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $107-121
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $98-110
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: 
$1325-1575
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers: 
$1025-1300
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: $1700-
$2100
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: 
$1100-1500
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $250-320
200-300 lbs.: $245-325
300-400 lbs.: $250-335
400-500 lbs.: $235-315
500-600 lbs.: $225-270
600-700 lbs.: $205-257.50
700-800 lbs.: $190-230
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $230-310
200-300 lbs.: $215-300
300-400 lbs.: $220-290
400-500 lbs.: $215-265
500-600 lbs.: $205-252.50
600-700 lbs.: $190-220
700-800 lbs: $175-218
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $240-285

The calf market keeps rolling right 
along#1 kinds in all weight brack-
ets sold steady and strong. Light 
weight calves saw increases of $6 
to $12. Very active sale. Packer 
cows & bulls sold $3 higher on a 
tital supply of 350 head.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO.
August 9th
Quality of cattle good overall with 
all classes remaining steady. 
Packer cows and bulls steady.
Cattle - 935
Sheep & goats – 514
Medium & large frame #1 Steers:
200-300 lb. .55-2.35-3.20
300-400 lb. .60-2.02-3.10
400-500 lb. .55-2.00-2.75
500-600 lb. .60-1.80-2.64
600-700 lb. .80-1.76-2.24
700-850 lb. .71-1.80-2.21
Medium & large frame #1 Heifers:
200-300 lb. .95-1.98-2.75
300-400 lb. .75-2.05-3.00
400-500 lb. .50-1.98-2.46
500-600 lb. .70-1.91-2.34
600-750 lb. .65-1.81-2.20
Cows:
Utility & commercial – .82-1.00-1.12
Cutters – .60-.72-.83
Canners – .45-.58-.70
Palpated cows – 800-1200
Cow/Calf Pairs – 1200-1550
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 1.20-1.30
Light & Low Yielding – .77-1.19
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies  – 65-250
Kid Goats (Fat) – 2.00-3.00
Wethers -2.00-3.40
Billies – 1.30-2.00
Dorp. Ewes  - 50-115
Dorp. Lambs (Fat) – 2.00-3.00
Wooled Ewes – 50-115
Wooled Bucks – 2.00-2.67
Lambs – 2.20-2.25
Barb. Bucks – 390

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET 
August 11, 2023
Number of head 1,831
There were 259 cows and 29 
bulls. The packer market on 
cows and bulls continued its 
strong run with both packer 
cows and bulls holding steady. 
Top packer bull was at $125/cwt 
while top packer cows were at 
$112.00/cwt.
Calf market was steady with last 
week’s rise. Weight was a little 
heavier resulting in $8 per head 
more value. Another solid day of 
strong demand across the board.
Packer bulls:         108.00-125.00
Packer cows:  
canners & cutters   94.00-112.00
poor & weak     35.00-60.00
Palpated: 19 BRED  $1,200-

$1,425
PAIRS:   8      $1,225-$1,800
Steer Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs.     NONE
200-249 lbs.     261.00-280.00
250-299 lbs.     262.00-300.00
300-350 lbs.     238.00-312.00
350-400 lbs.     248.00-308.00
400-450 lbs.     230.00-266.00
450-500 lbs.     236.00-274.00
500-550 lbs.     230.00-285.00
550-600 lbs.     224.00-264.00
600-700 lbs.     214.00-246.00
700-800 lbs.     208.00-226.00
Bull Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs.     257.00-304.00
250-300 lbs.     267.00-320.00
300-350 lbs.     269.00-326.00
350-400 lbs.     245.00-318.00
400-450 lbs.     236.00-292.00
450-500 lbs.     232.00-254.00
500-550 lbs.     225.00-260.00
550-600 lbs.     214.00-250.00 
600-700 lbs.     207.00-225.00
Over 700 lbs.     170.00-210.00
Heifer Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.     267.00-302.00
200-250 lbs.     234.00-255.00
250-300 lbs.     233.00-260.00
300-350 lbs.     235.00-316.00
350-400 lbs.     217.00-264.00
400-450 lbs.     216.00-270.00
450-500 lbs.     213.00-295.00

=>replacement
500-550 lbs.     210.00-265.00
550-600 lbs.     209.00-255.00 
600-700 lbs.      201.00-231.00 
Over 700 lbs.     191.00-207.00

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

CONTRIBUTED
The Sundowners 4-H Club kicked off the year Sunday, Aug. 13. They practiced public 
speaking by introducing themselves and talking about their favorite things. If you missed the 
meeting, no worries! The next meeting is Sept.10. Online 4-H registration opened Aug. 15 for 
all 4-12 graders. Registration for third graders opens Sept. 1. Visit 4honline.com to register.

SUNDOWNERS 4-H CLUB KICKOFF

Garden
with
CALVIN 
FINCH

Q&A Deer won’t survive 
on grass alone

Q. Our St Augustine grass has 
always looked green and lush but 
now2 it looks like hay.  Do you have 
any ideas? Is there a better more 
drought tolerant grass variety. We 
plan to add some soil, will that help.? 

A There are lots of questions to an-
swer before you make drastic changes 
to the lawn. If you don’t figure out 
what is causing the problem, you are 
likely to end up with the same problem 
even after drastic expensive actions.  
Most hay-colored lawns are not dead. 
Even St Augustine grass if it receives 
some water every 2-3 weeks survives, 
especially if there is a 6-inch layer 
of soil under it.  Bermuda grass and 
zoysia grass can usually go dormant 
and survive without water for a period 
but both require more sun than St 
Augustine grass for long term success.  
Have you been able to water at all? Try 
an experiment and be generous with a 
hand watering twice/ week to see if the 
grass responds.  Don’t automatically 
add a thick layer of soil. 

Q. Do deer eat grass? My neighbor 
and I are arguing about it. It looks 
to me as if they graze the lawn quite 
regularly.

A. Deer cannot survive by eating 
grass, they must consume stems and 
broadleaf foliage for the right nutri-
ents, but they may occasionally eat 
some grass. It is especially likely if they 
visit a well watered lawn in this hot 
dry situation we are now experiencing.  
Look closely at the lawns they are visit-
ing and see if there are any broadleaf 
weeds such as horse herb mixed in the 
grass. 

Q. When should we plant the 
winter vegetables? Can we grow 

anything more than broccoli, kale, 
lettuce and turnips?

A I will start planting my winter 
vegetables in September. There is still 
time to plant peppers and tomatoes 
if you find large transplants. In addi-
tion to the vegetables, you listed you 
can also plant radishes, carrots, chard, 
rutabagas, cauliflower and Brussels 
sprouts in September. Plant spinach 
transplants in October and onions in 
November. Q

Q. We have aphids on our milk-
weed. What is the best way to control 
them without negatively affecting the 
butterflies?

A. The Monarchs will arrive in 
September on their way south to 
their wintering grounds. Actually, 
despite some recent discussion that 
says aphids on milkweed negatively 
affect nectar production and Monarch 
reproduction I am not eager to attack 
the aphids on milkweed. In the long 
term it seems best to let the wasps, 
lady bugs and other predators bring 
the aphid population under control.  
Perhaps a water spray would reduce 
the aphid presence without interfering 
with butterfly activities, but I am not 
sure it is productive. 



Texas State Teachers Association 
President Ovidia Molina released 
the following statement:

“We applaud the House Select 
Committee on Educational Oppor-
tunity and Enrichment for recom-
mending pay raises for teachers and 
school personnel with a proposed 
increase to the basic allotment, but 
we are unhappy that the panel also 
suggested recommendations if a 
parental choice program is enacted 
by the Legislature. 

“We fear that higher educator pay 
and more resources for our public 
school classrooms will again be 
held hostage to vouchers, which 
the legislative leadership is trying 
to sell as parental choice. They can 
call it what they want, but it is still a 
voucher program which will waste 
billions of tax dollars for privatiza-
tion efforts.  

“A voucher bill that was approved 
by the Senate but died in the House 
during the regular session would 
have cost $1 billion a year in gen-
eral revenue by 2028, money that 
should go to public schools, and the 
price tag would have continued to 
increase. 

“Meanwhile, public schools 
remain under-funded and teachers 
and support staff remain underpaid. 
Teachers need significant pay raises, 
not the limited salary bumps and 
one-time stipends that died during 
earlier sessions this year. School 
support staff, many of whom aren’t 
even paid livable wages, need sub-
stantial pay increases as well.

“The average teacher salary in 
Texas is more than $7,700 below the 
national average. And, based on a 
TSTA survey of its members, about 
40 percent of Texas teachers are 
forced to take second or third jobs 
during the school year to meet their 
families’ needs. Many teachers are 
leaving the profession for higher-
paying work.

“But state leaders have so far ig-
nored a task force appointed by the 
governor last year, which concluded 
that raising teacher compensation 
was critical to improving teacher 
retention.

“The Legislature began work this 
year with a record $33 billion budget 
surplus but already has spent more 
than half of it on tax relief. Law-
makers must invest more in public 
schools and educators and say no to 
private school vouchers.”

 Gonzales GonzalesTheThe InquirerInquirer

The Gonzales Inquirer is published every Thursday by Guadalupe Valley Publishing Co.
USPS 221-740 • ISSN 1059-7158 • 622 St. Paul St., P.O. Box 616 • Gonzales, TX 78629

© 2023 Gonzales Inquirer. All rights reserved. Material may not be reproduced without written permission.

The Gonzales 
Inquirer, 622 St. 
Paul, Gonzales, 
TX 78629 is a 

periodical postage 
paid at Gonzales, 

Texas and additional 
mailing offices.

Postmaster: For 
change of address, 

notify The Gonzales 
Inquirer, P.O. Box 
616, Gonzales, TX 

78629-0616

Mail Subscription Rates
Payable in advance

In county
One year ................................... $48
Six months ................................ $36
Three months ........................... $28

Out of county
One year ...................................  $60
Six months ................................ $48
Three months ........................... $38

E-Edition
One year .................................... $40
Six months ................................ $25
Three months ........................... $20

You can reach us at:
830-672-2861

OR
publisher@

gonzalesinquirer.com

Affiliations:
National Newspaper 

Association

Texas Press Association
South Texas 

Press Association

Texas Gulf Coast
Press Association

It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. Diverse 
and varied opinions are welcomed. Because of 
space limitations, we must limit all contributors 
to one letter per person per month. Letters of 
400 words or less will be published unless they 
contain language or content that the editors feel 
is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales County, or 
in response to a story that appears in print or 
online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters to 
be rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding a 

group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, religion, 
culture, sexual orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or 
services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is submitted in 
lieu of a paid “Thank You” advertisement.

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention 
the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul Street, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in a digital 
format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.

Letters to the Editor Policy

TSTA: 
Legislature 
must say no 
to vouchers

Disagreeing 
without 
being 

disagreeable
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The Gonzales City Council meeting 
was coming to an end Thursday, Aug. 
10, when there was an exchange be-
tween Councilwoman Ronda Miller, 
Mayor Steve Sucher and Council-
woman Sherrie Koepp that revealed 
tension and dissention among the 
those on the dais.

After Sucher asked his fellow coun-
cil members if they had any items 
that needed to be placed on a future 
agenda, Miller told Sucher she thinks 
“it’s time we stopped calling our office 
staff ‘the girls.’”

“When a girl becomes an adult, 
she’s referred to as a woman, and I 
know it’s done sometimes out of habit 
with no ill intentions for most people, 
but instead of yielding to habit and 
precedent, I think that we should be 
intentional in how we address our-
selves,” Miller said.

Sucher responded by telling Miller 
they were supposed to be determin-
ing if there were any outstanding 
agenda items that needed to be 
placed on a future agenda.

“If you can couch the language into 
how we would discuss this on a future 
agenda, I’m fine with that, but I am 
not up for having an open conversa-
tion towards the end of the meeting,” 
Sucher said.

Miller responded by telling Sucher 
she believes “it is something we need 
to discuss publicly.”

“We have a right to speak on issues, 
echo our constituents and concerns 
and things and that’s what I’m trying 
to do,” Miller said. “Instead of yielding 
to habit, we should be intentional in 
how we address each other. Refer-
ring to a man as a boy is considered 
inappropriate and the same standard 
should be held for women. I’m aware 
that sometimes women use the term 
girl as a term of endearment. That 
may be something in the lexicon lan-
guage but it has no place in the public 
professional setting.

“It is becoming a more frequent 
allegation of sexual discrimination 
allegations as well and that has been 
brought up. No one refers to Sherrie 
and I as girls on this council, so I think 
a conscious and sustained effort is 
required to change. I’m asking that 
we all be more mindful of the power 
and significance of word choice, and 
that we all become diligent in ensur-
ing each staff is treated as a respected 
professional, as we establish a more 
respectful culture in the work envi-
ronment.”

Koepp then took exception to being 
included by Miller in her statement 
and said “I would just like to say that 
I do not condone that, nor do I agree 
with (Miller). And I will say girls to 
staff if I choose to; that is my right.”

Sucher stopped the conversation 
from going further and the meeting 
was hastily adjourned.

The entire exchange between the 
three parties was no longer than four 
minutes in length. And while Miller 
makes a valid point — we should en-
deavor to choose our words carefully 
because words have meaning beyond 
their definitions — it would have 
been better for her to have brought 
up her concerns perhaps during the 
closed session that had been held 
prior to the terse exchange.

Discussions about personnel issues 
are covered as an allowable exception 
to the Texas Open Meetings Act and 
may be held behind closed doors due 
to privacy concerns. If city staffers 
are upset by the terminology that is 
being used to address them, that is 
an excellent time for the council to 
discuss that behavior and set a course 
for corrective action.

By bringing it up during an open 
session, Miller’s good intentions of 
standing up for city workers who may 
have been wronged has now become 
muddled by what could be seen as an 
attempt to publicly shame or embar-
rass her fellow council members.

Gonzales City Council is not alone 
when it comes to these types of ex-
changes during public proceedings. 
As publisher of the Gonzales Inquirer, 
I have witnessed similar instances of 
public officials castigating each other 
or members of the public (and vice 
versa) during meetings of the Nixon 
City Council, Smiley City Council and 
Gonzales County Commissioners 
Court. Some of these have devolved 
into full-on shouting matches with 
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Live underwater?
Would you like to live underwater? 

Why or why not?

Earth is My 
Happy Place

Standards Link: Use descriptive 
writing.

Look through the 
newspaper for pictures 
and words that identify 
the parts of nature that 
you like. Cut these out 
and glue them onto a 
piece of paper. Under 

or next to the newspaper 
clippings, write what 
you love about each 

kind of nature.

Feeding livestock seaweed also 
cuts down on their 
wind (also 
known as 
toots). A cow’s 
“wind” adds 
methane gas 
to the air.

Methane gas 
is part of what 
is causing 
climate 
change.

Wind Stopper

Our planet is amazing! Earth has 
an abundance of truly wonderful 

natural resources!

Would you eat 
seaweed?

Burger Lovers Need Seaweed

ERGNE

Many kinds of seaweed are so 
nutritious that the United Nations 

estimates that farming only 2% of the 
ocean could feed as many as 

12 billion people!

Even meat eaters can be helped 
with seaweed. It makes 
an excellent animal 
feed!

Seaweed is a type of plant that grows 
in the ocean and other bodies of 
water all over the world.

It’s not like the plants you see on land 
because it doesn’t have roots. It can 
�oat and move through the water.

Seaweed comes in di�erent shapes, 
sizes and colors. Some seaweed looks like 
long ribbons. Some look  like big, leafy plants.

Unscramble the letters to discover di�erent 
seaweed colors.

DER

WORBN

PLUEPR

Usually, we think of weeds as 
something we don’t want in 
the garden. But seaweed is 
actually very good for the 

planet. It can help end hunger 
and maybe even slow down 

climate change.

Seaweed has so many good 
uses that some scientists think 

we should call it something 
di�erent. How about a “sea 

vegetable,”  “sea forest,” 
or “water food”?

What do you think?

What’s in a name?

Seaweed Means Survival
Replace the missing words.

Seaweed is important to marine ______. Animals 
such as �sh, sea turtles and even whales _______ 
on seaweed for food and ________. Small �sh use 

seaweed as a _________ place from predators. 
Sea ___________ eat seaweed.

Circle every other letter to discover the name of this 
delicious rice and seafood treat wrapped in seaweed.

A S T U H S L H J I

Standards Link: Science: Plants have structures that aid in survival. 

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 37

           Use the code to find out how seaweed 
is used in foods around the world.

A seaweed called dulse is mixed with milk, 
nutmeg, cinnamon and vanilla to make a 

popular drink in this country.

Here, sheets of 
dried seaweed are 
used in soups and 

to wrap sushi.

In this country, 
a seaweed called 
laver is used to 
make a popular 

food called 
laverbread.

Seaweed Food

0 6 4 0
8 0 5 3 6

1 3 5 4 9 3 Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

J
T
C
W
H
A
L
E
S
B

S
J
B
T
O
C
E
A
N
W

D
E
E
F
D
H
V
B
V
A

S
R
A
D
L
A
Q
E
A
T

R
E
X
W
U
N
S
N
R
E

O
G
W
T
E
G
W
I
L
R

L
N
I
Z
B
E
A
R
T
H

O
U
Q
A
Y
M
D
A
W
U

C
H
I
D
I
N
G
M
O
X

O
N
H
S
I
F
M
W
L
N

CHANGE
COLORS
EARTH
EAT
FEED
FISH
HIDING
HUNGER
MARINE
OCEAN
SEAWEED
SLOW
WATER
WHALES
WIND

Work with a family member to do the math to discover 
five of the most popular types of edible seaweed.

10 = NORI
21 = WAKAME
17 = KELP
19 = ARAME
14 = DULSE

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

7 + 7 + 7

9 + 8

5 + 5 + 5 + 4

3 + 3 + 3 + 5

2 + 6 + 2

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Don’t let your advertising
get wiped out by channel surfing. 

Plug into the power of print and online
newspaper advertising today. Newspaper
advertising gets attention, and it gets results.
In fact, 80% of  readers say they look at
advertising when reading their newspaper.
* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America from independent researchers.connect with more

potential customers:
call 830-672-2861

to advertise,
in print and online.

 www.gonzalesinquirer.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE 

The NIXON-SMILEY CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT will hold a public
meeting at 6:00 PM, August 28, 2023 in Nixon-Smiley High School Library, 800 North Rancho Rd, Nixon. 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that 
will be adopted. Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not 
exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same 
information and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
Level of Maintenance &
Operations Revenue &
Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

$0.8646 

$0.6679 

$0.6792 

$0.2854 

$0.0917 

$0.4354 

$1.1500 

$0.7596 

$1.1146 

$16,190 

$14,659 

$20,808 

$884 

$151 

$693 
*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value. 

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval 
at an election is $1.1162. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the 
voter-approval rate of $1.1162.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment:
 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $3,625,761 
  
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $2,119,224 
A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service. 

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Maintenance Tax
School Debt Service Tax
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences
Average Taxable Value of Residences
Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value
Taxes Due on Average Residence
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year
$110,708 
$41,300 
$1.1500 
$474.95

This Year
$119,338 
$0 
$1.1146 
$0.00 
$-474.95

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*  $29,029,000

*Outstanding principal.

*Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

$0.6792/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations) 
$0.4354/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness) 

Total appraised value* of all property

Total appraised value* of new property**

Total taxable value*** of all property

Total taxable value*** of new property** 

$3,077,728,675

$5,426,382

$1,780,323,385

$4,604,989

$2,551,265,620

$4,864,280

$1,347,402,125

$4,563,381

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding 
fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is 
indicated for each of the following expenditure categories:
 Maintenance and operations  10.46 % increase
 Debt service  94.31 % increase
 Total expenditures  28.36 % increase

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access 
information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public 
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

Pesky insects ‘bugging’ you?

830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

Come see us at Fehner & Son 
Grain for all your needs to get 

rid of those pesky insects!

CONTRIBUTED
The cheerleaders and mascot who will cheer on the St. Ludmila Elementary athletes, and assist 
at SPH games, are, front row from left, Emery Kennedy, Annie Werner, Captain Emma Marshall, 
and Reese Chilek. Back row are Presley Rother, Reese Patek, Annabelle Collins, Mascot Kelson 
Jacobs, McKinley Jacobs, Co-Captain Emori Rodriguez, and Hayden Rother.

CONTRIBUTED
Shiner Catholic School would like to introduce its cheer squads for the 2023-2024 school year.  
The cheerleaders who will cheer on the St. Paul High School athletes are, front row from left, Co-
Captain Dallyn Pesek, Julia Barecky, Brooke Cerny, Captain Faith Machart, Tori Walker, Stefany 
Pokluda, and Petra Koch. Back row are Eden Rodriguez, Sally Machacek, Faith Brown, Gracie 
Malinovsky,  Karis Barta, Frances Filip, Tatum Walker, and Addison Pustka.

INTRODUCING SHINER’S CHEER SQUADS

Youth Burger Grill-Off and Kid 
Pedal Tractor Pull set for Sept. 9
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Youth Grill-Off is a state-
wide team BBQ burger cook-off 
contest organized by cooperative 
efforts of the Luling Foundation 
and tri-county Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Extension offices of Caldwell, 

Gonzales & Guadalupe County.
The Youth Grill-Off will take 

place on Saturday, Sept. 9 at the 
Luling Foundation Farm’s (LFF) 
Demonstration Barn located at 
523 S. Mulberry, Luling. Prizes 
will be given for Grand & Reserve 
Grand in each division.

Each registered team mem-

ber is granted a raffle entry for a 
mega-prize drawing of a Black-
stone Griddle with a gas conver-
sion kit sponsored by Texas Gas 
Service. 

This contest is for youth ages 
third through 12th grade consist-
ing of 2-3 youth per team of the 
same age category. 

The following sentences were handed 
down by 25th District Court Judge Wil-
liam Old III during an Aug. 3 hearing:

• Jasmine Gonzalez, robbery, taken 
into custody 10 days jail failure to appear 
for PSI, reset for September.

• Kaylee Lynn-Carrigan, possession of 
a controlled substance, three years de-
ferred adjudication, plus attorney’s fees 
and court costs.

• Julia Proa, manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance, 10 years deferred 
adjudication, $1,000 fine, plus attorney’s 
fees and court costs.

• Dylan Alias Rodriguez, unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle x2, PT Possession 
of a controlled substance, PT Burglary of 
a Building, five years deferred adjudica-
tion each on the UUMV charges, $1,000 
fine, plus attorney’s fees and court costs.

• Roman Salazar, driving while intoxi-
cated, 10 years TDCJ-ID, probated 10 
years, 10 days jail with 18 days credit, 
$500 fine, plus attorney’s fees and court 

costs.
• Sabrina Velasquez, possession of a 

controlled substance, three years de-
ferred adjudication, $500 fine, attorney’s 
fees and court costs.

• Paul Villarreal Jr., indecency with a 
child, eight years deferred adjudication, 
$2,000 fine, plus attorney’s fees and court 
costs.

• Karen Ivey, aggravated assault, 365 
days in Gonzales County Jail.

• Emanuel Ruiz-Alcantara, smuggling 
of persons four counts, two years TDCJ-
ID.

• Justin Gammons, assault family vio-
lence, four years TDCJ-ID.

• Manuel Lee Garza, possession of a 
controlled substance, nine months state 
jail with credit for 119 days.

Bond revocations, reinstatements
• Jennifer Maldonado, possession of 

a controlled substance, bond revoked 
for failure to appear, new bond set at 
$25,000 cash.

25TH DISTRICT COURT SENTENCINGS

Thompsonville Cemetery Association 
to hold 74th annual Homecoming
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Wow! Can you believe another year 
has passed? Time to gather up all the 
kids, family, friends, and neighbors, 
and y’all come join us for food and 
fellowship! Cook up something deli-
cious to share for lunch and let’s have 
a great day together.

Service at Thompsonville Com-
munity Church will begin at 10:30 
a.m. with The Kerr Creek Trio leading 
worship, and Brother Ray Blundell 
bringing the message. Lunch at noon, 
with the Trio entertaining us during 
the afternoon.

This year’s Homecoming is dedi-
cated to the memory of: Mary Lou 
Brown: 09/21/1937-03/25/2023 
and Rayn Neal Pickett: 02/28/1981-
03/29/2023.

Activities will include a Raffle, a 
Live Auction, and yard games for 
the young and old alike! As always, 
we will recognize and have gifts for 
the eldest man and woman, newest 
wed, longest married, and youngest 
child! Back by popular demand-fresh 
ground cornmeal for sale!

We appreciate all who help out with 
work around the property by giving of 
their time and/or services, including 
but not limited to: County Com-
missioner, Donnie Brzozowski, for 
mowing the right of way, and Sherry 
Hill, of Annie Oakley Pest Control for 
treating the Community Center, the 

Church and grounds!
After years of putting pencil 

to paper we have invested in a 
software program (Ramaker) and 
an IPad for the mapping of the 
cemetery. Training is in the works. 
Homecoming is our opportunity to 
raise funds for the maintenance and 
care of the Thompsonville Cemetery 
and the buildings and the grounds. 
Our goal is to have a perpetual fund 
for the future.

It’s great to see Community mem-
bers stepping up to serve on the 
board and continue Homecomings 
for future generations! All donations 
are tax deductible and very much 
appreciated! You can pick up a copy 
of the TCA Financial Statement from 
the Registration Table during Home-
coming, or contact Betty Schroeder 
at 830-263-0996, and she will gladly 
send you a copy.

Please make donations to: Thomp-
sonville Cemetery Association, 2774 
County Road 423, Waelder, TX 78959. 
We thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support of the Thompsonville 
Cemetery Association! Homecoming 
is a time to treasure the memories 
and make new ones! A time to gather 
with family and friends and enjoy the 
day!

Thank Y’all very much for always 
taking such good care of the Thomp-
sonville Community! All you do is 
very much appreciated.
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SCHOOL
GONZALES COUNTY 

GOES BACK TO

Amadee L. Riojas  7th grade Nixon-Smiley Middle School

Daleyza Rangel- elementary 4th grade Waelder

Erykah Williams Waelder ISD 9th Grade Kamryn Williams Waelder ISD 
5th Grade

Ezequiel Rangel-junior high 6th grade Waelder

Gavino Moreno  1st Day Sophomore Year Nixon Smiley 
High School

Gisselle Ontiveros-HS freshman Waelder

Hailey Greathouse 4th, Riley Cantu 7th, Dorian Greathouse 6th

Kaleigh Medina LISD sophomore

Lillie 4th grade and Lauren 3rd grade Nixon Smiley Elementary School  
Brassell

Matthew attends Smiley school

Skilar Smith and Braxtyn Knight

Tanisha Hunt Levi CJ  Sckarlet

Miranda Vinklarek 9th grade Gonzales High School



HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

210
MISC. SERVICES

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

500
PETS AND SUPPLIES

750
AUTOMOBILES

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

050
GARAGE SALES

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED
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650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB? 

Find it in the
Gonzales
Inquirer

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

830-672-2861

GonzalesInquIrer.com

Holmes Foods
has employment
opportunities at

multiple locations!
Let us help you find the best location and position for you.

HOLMES FOODS, INC.
101 S. Liberty Ave, Nixon, Tx 78140

Contact: Human Resources @ 830-582-1551
OR

Look us up on INDEED

FEEDMILL

2170 FM 108 S.

Gonzales, TX

FEEDMILLHarwood1047 CR 284Harwood, TX

   HATCHERY
5628 FM 1116
Gonzales, TX

PRODUCTION

101 S. Liberty

Nixon, TX

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

Part-time
Delivery Driver

 Driver needed to distribute 
papers to Post Offices and 

Vendors.

Wednesday evenings and 
Thursday mornings.

Must be able to lift 25 lbs.

Must have good driving record.

Call 
830-672-2861

for more information.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
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We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

YARD SALE: 
SATURDAY, Au-
gust 19, 2023, 8 
am-1pm, 1327 
St. Lawrence St. 
Kids, woman’s, 
men’s cloth-
ing and shoes, 
household items, 
furniture, etc

2000 CHEVRO-
LET IMPALA, 4 
door. 1 owner. 
Less than 500 
miles on new mo-
tor. $2,200. Can 
be seen at Innde-
pendence Motel, 
3307 Hwy. 90A 
from 8-6. 830-
263-1808. 

Is now hiring for
CDL – LOCAL DELIVERY 

DRIVER
Full-time with benefits.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

or email resume to
kevinwbfarm@gvtc.com

No phone calls
We now offer Health Insurance

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply

Secretarial Position open.
Full-time or Part-time.

Must have knowledge of
QuickBooks or willing to learn,

invoicing, filing, billing,
bookkeeping skills.
Drillink Inc., located

in Harwood.
Send resume to

drillink@gvtc.com. 

FIELD SITE SO-
LUTIONS LLC, 
Flatonia, TX is 
looking for ex-
perienced Dis-
patcher, Office 
Personnel and 
CDL Drivers in 
oil field. Experi-
ence a plus. For 
information call 
1-361-217-5949.

THE TEXAN IS 
looking for a Full 
time Mainte-
nance Director. 
Please apply in 
person: Texan 
Nursing and Re-
hab of Gonzales, 
3428 Moulton 
Rd., Gonzales, 
Texas 78629. 
EOE

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

Emaculate Estate Auction
Sunday, August 20, 10:00 AM

801 CR 488 Gonzales, TX 78629

www.IntegrityAuctions.biz

Enormous Costume Jewelry Collection, 
Nice Furniture, Nice Clean Glassware, 

Kenmore Front Load Washer & Gas Dryer,
Small Appliances, Cast Iron Cookware,
Masa Grinding Bowls, 10 Large Dolls,

Store Front Letters, Chain Saws, Tools,
Camping, Bedding, Clothes, Shoes, Furs,
Purses, Quilts, Wurlitzer Piano, Fireplace 

set, Composer Plaster Busts, Candy Jars, 
& more!

15% BP, Cash, Check or Credit Cards
James Molnoskey Auctioneer 
TXL# 15091    512-557-3333

501 St. James | Gonzales TX 78629
Office: 830–519–4132

DeLanna Allen: 830–857–0222
Caitlyn Boscamp: 830-203-0910

Meagan Campion: 830–857–5700
Heather Rodriguez: 830-351-0174

Julie Carreon: 512-393-9533
Esther Pena: 830-305-5288

Somer Simon: 281-690-6003
Jimmy Tuma: 210-387-8862

Macie Chrisman 361-648-6620
firstshotrealestate@gmail.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

MARIO BERMEA 
TREE SERVICE 
Home-830-587-
6235 or Cell 512-
923-4650.  IN-
SURED. Over 30 
years experience. 
S p e c i a l i z i n g 
in: Residential, 
Ranch and River-
front.

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

FREE: DOGS 
NEED good 
homes before 
they have to be 
put down. 2 blue 
Heelers, good 
ranch dogs, 7 
are mixed Terri-
ers. Contact Amy, 
361-484-4457. 

FOR SALE:  3.5 
prime wood-
ed acres with 
barn-dominium 
($434,900) – 
Beautiful home 
is completely fur-
nished and deco-
rated! Includes 
all appliances, 
TV, entertainment 
system, and pool 
table.  Smoker, 
fire pit, and deer 
feeder are also 
included! Locat-
ed just north of 
Waelder.  Contact 
Rocky @ 832-
385-4441.

SUBSCRIBE! 
830-672-2861

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following position: 
Full Time: C.N.A., 
all shifts; LVN, all 
shifts, full-time, 
with a $1000 Sign 
On and Referral 
Bonus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

LOOK!
SEE, ADVERTISING WORKS.

Place your classifieds with

830-672-2861 
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Find what
you are
looking for
in the
Inquirer!

The

Gonzales
Inquirer

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1649

       P O R T
       A R E A
       S I A M
       S O L E
       E L I S E O M O R E N O
       D E A  A B A T E M E N T S
       M S  P T O S  M O R E O N
  I N C A S E  A F E E  H A R D  G O
  H E A R T L I V E R  M A R Y  S I R
   A M E R I C A N  E R I K  H A V E
    S N A K E S N A V E L  C A T E R
     A P E  T I R E D  M A R I A
      S I   G A R  T O S A N
           B Y G O N E S
            B O C A
            O R A
            D E N
            Y E T       

August 10
Puzzle Answers

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITH THE TEXAS 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
COMMISSION FOR A MIXED 
BEVERAGE PERMIT (MB)  
BY TEQUILA BAR LLC TO 
BE LOCATED AT 1402 SAINT 
LOUIS STREET, GONZALES, 
GONZALES COUNTY, TEXAS 
78629. BUSINESS PRINCIPAL 
PARTIES: RAMON ALONSO
ESCOTO COVARRUBIAS 
AND ANGELICA SOLIS
RODRIGUEZ, MEMBERS.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION – TRC 109 & 114
THE STATE OF TEXAS                               Cause No. 28,007

Richard Hollas, Et Al, | IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

Vs | 2nd 25TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
      
Oscar Crawford and the Known and  | GONZALES COUNTY, TEXAS
Unknown Heirs, Assigns and Devisees of
Oscar Crawford, Deceased and Sylvester
Crawford, Jr and the Known and Unknown
Heirs, Assigns and Devisees of Sylvester
Crawford, Jr.

TO: the Estate of Oral Lee Crawford, Deceased, Alan Eugene Williams, Saundra 
Joyce Smith, Sam Smith, Jr., Pat May, Jermaine N. Smith, Da’Mon Juprell Smith, 
Valerie Crawford, Sheila E. Crawford, unknown heirs of Sylvester Crawford, Jr.

Defendant – GREETING

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. 
If you or your attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued 
this citation by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next following the expiration of 42 
days after the date this citation was issued, a default judgment may be taken 
against you.” In addition to filing a written answer with the clerk, you may be 
requested to make initial disclosures to the other parties of this suit.  These 
disclosures generally must be made no later than 30 days after you file your 
answer with the clerk. Find out more at Texaslawhelp.org,” Tex. R. Civ. P 99.

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the Plaintiff ’s 
Original Petition at or before 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the Monday next after the
expiration of 42 days after the date of issuance of this citation before the Honorable 
District Court of Gonzales County, at the Courthouse in said County in Gonzales,
Texas. Said Plaintiff ’s Original Petition was filed in said court on 06/01/2021 in the 
above entitled cause.

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows, to-wit: Partition Suit as is 
more fully shown by Plaintiff ’s Petition on file in this suit.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court at Gonzales, Texas, this 
8th day of August, 2023.

Attorney for Plaintiff or Plaintiff:
NOEL HENRY REESE
P.O. Box 887
417 St. George St., 2nd Floor
Gonzales, TX 78629 Clerk of the Court
830-857-1023 Janice Sutton
 414 St. Joseph St., Ste. 300
 Gonzales County, Texas

 By:___________________________

Gonzales County Commissioners’ Court
Proposed Salary Increases for Elected Officials

For Fiscal Year 2023-2024
Pursuant to the Texas Local Government Code, Section 152.013, notice is 
hereby given that the Gonzales County Commissioners Court will meet at the
Courthouse on Tuesday, the 5th of September, at 9:00 a.m.

The Commissioners Court shall consider a proposal to raise the annual salaries 
of the Gonzales County elected officials, to become effective on October 1, 2023, 
as follows:

  FY 22-23 Adopted  FY 23-24 Proposed 
                                                                                                 
 Elected Official Salary Longevity Salary Longevity          

County Judge $72,190.77 $0 $75,516.78 $0
     Juvenile Board $4,800.00  $4,800.00 
     State Salary Supplement $25,200.00  $25,200.00
County Clerk $66,817.56 $5,620 $70,129.26 $5,860
**County Treasurer $64,417.56 $4,820 $67,729.26 $5,060
      RLF / ORCA Grant $2,400.00  $2,400.00
County Tax Assessor-Collector $66,817.56 $5,440 $70,129.26 $5,680
District Clerk $66,817.56 $1,700 $70,129.26 $1,940
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1 $63,253.12 $2,620 $66,553.44 $2,860 
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3 $63,253.12 $2,620 $66,553.44 $2,860
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4 $63,253.12 $2,080 $66,553.44 $2,320
Constable, Precinct 1 $50,752.46 $0 $54,021.60 $0
   Rabies / Wild Animal Officer $10,000.00  $10,000.00
Constable, Precinct 3 $50,752.46  $2,020 $54,021.60 $2,260 
   Environmental Officer $10,000.00  $10,000.00
Constable, Precinct 4 $50,752.46 $5,980 $54,021.60 $6,220 
   Environmental Officer/Vehicle Theft   $10,000.00  $10,000.00
County Sheriff $77,695.39 $0 $81,036.06 $0
Commissioner, Precinct 1 $72,199.19 $5,540 $75,524.10 $5,780
Commissioner, Precinct 2 $72,199.19 $3,580 $75,524.10 $3,820
Commissioner, Precinct 3 $72,199.19 $8,240 $75,524.10 $8,480
Commissioner, Precinct 4 $72,199.19 $1,240 $75,524.10 $1,480

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
GONZALES COUNTY

Gonzales County plans to apply for Regional Mitigation
Program Council of Governments Method of Distribution
(COG-MOD) program(s) from the Texas General Land
Office (GLO) and is soliciting Request for Qualifications
from a qualified engineer/engineering firm (registers to
practice in the State of Texas) for engineering services
to include budget/scopes of work/cost estimates for the
preparation of the General Land Office (GLO) COG-MOD
application(s) for funding flood mitigation projects and
planning for future flood events and the subsequent
preliminary and final design plans, bid documents, and
necessary interim and final inspections required by the
County for the implementation of the GLO project(s) if
the County is awarded a GLO contract(s). Please submit
three (3) copies of your statement of qualifications for the
proposed services to the following address: Attn: Patrick C.
Davis, Gonzales County Judge, 414 N. St. Joseph St.
Gonzales, Texas 78629. Qualifications must be received
by the County no later than 2:00 PM on September 5th,
2023 to be considered. The County reserves the right to
negotiate with any and all individuals or firms that
submit qualifications and may award one or more contracts
to one or more engineering service provider(s). Section 3
Residents and Business Concerns, Minority Business
Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and Women
Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Area firms are
encouraged to submit qualifications. Gonzales County is
an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
Servicios de traducción están disponibles por peticion.

Small Taxing
Unit Notice 

The Gonzales Co. Underground Water Conservation
District will hold a meeting at 5:30 PM on September 12, 
2023 at 522 Saint Matthew, Gonzales, Texas to consider 
adopting a proposed tax rate for tax year 2023.

The proposed tax rate is $0.003174 per $100 of value.

The proposed tax rate would increase total taxes in
Gonzales Co. Underground Water Conservation District 
by 8.14%.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your
local property tax database on which you can easily access
information regarding your property taxes, including
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public 
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which 
the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of JERRY W. BIVINS, Deceased, were issued 
on August 8, 2023, in Cause No. PW23-0280, pending in 
the County Court of Gonzales County, Texas, to: DAVID 
W. BIVINS.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 DAVID W. BIVINS
 c/o Norman L. Burns
 Attorney at Law
 1606 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
 Gonzales, TX 78629

Dated the 11 day of August, 2023. 

 _______________________________
 NORMAN L. BURNS
 Attorney for DAVID W. BIVINS
 State Bar No.: 03448500
 P.O. Box 827
 GONZALES, TX 78629
 Telephone: (830) 672-9511
 Facsimile: (830) 672-7638
 E-mail: nburns@munsonburns.com

Advertisement and Invitation for Bids
The City of Nixon will receive bids for the Portable Emergency Generator
Project (HMGP DR 4332-0063) until 10:00 a.m. on Friday, August 25, 2023 at 
City Hall, 302 E. Central Ave., Nixon, Texas 78140. The bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, August 25, 2023 at said office.

Bids are invited for the Portable Emergency Generator Project (HMGP DR
4332-0063) as described in the plans and specifications, project includes additions 
and alterations to electrical infrastructure at five (5) lift stations and one (1) water 
plant and delivery of a trailer mounted portable generator.

Bid/Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications, are on file at 
BEFCO Engineering, Inc., 485 N. Jefferson (P. 0. Box 615), La Grange, Texas 78945 
(979) 968-6474. 

Copies of the Bid/Contract Documents may be obtained by contacting BEFCO 
Engineering, Inc. via email at office@befcoengineering.com. Electronic copies
may be obtained at no charge; hard copies may be obtained by payment of a 
non-refundable deposit of $75.00 per set.

A bid bond in the amount of 5% of the bid issued by an acceptable surety shall 
be submitted with each bid. A certified check or bank draft payable to the City of 
Nixon may be submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond. 

The successful bidder may not discriminate against its employees or applicants for 
employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age or national origin. 

The City of Nixon reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any minor 
informalities in the bid documents. The Contract will be awarded to the lowest 
responsive bidder.

Bids may be held by the City of Nixon for a period not to exceed 60 days from the 
date of the bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the 
bidders qualifications prior to the contract award.

All qualified applicants shall receive consideration for employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Bidders will be required to comply 
with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by Executive Order 
11375, and as supplemented in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60. 

The successful Bidder shall furnish Performance and Payment Bonds on the forms 
furnished with the Proposal, in the amount of 100% of the total Contract price, 
from a surety company holding a permit from the State of Texas to act as surety. 
The surety company must have a minimum Best Key Rating of “B”, or the surety 
company must be eligible to participate in the surety bond guarantee program of 
the Small Business Administration and must be an approved surety listed in the 
current U.S. Department of Treasury Circular 570 and must meet all of the related 
rules and regulations of the Treasury Department. The surety company and the 
agency or agent issuing the Payment and Performance Bonds must be authorized 
to issue and sign Payment and Performance Bonds in Texas in an amount equal to 
or greater than the total Contract price.

All contractor/subcontractors that are debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded
from or ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs may not
undertake any activity in part or in full under this project.

The project does not have a HUB goal requirement; however, HUB participation 
is encouraged.

Harold Rice, City Manager
City of Nixon 

Date
8/7/2023

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Call or go online

to browse, buy
or sell!

The Classifieds:
Your Ticket to Local Finds

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • 830-672-2861
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1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • 830-672-2861

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

In compliance with V.T.C.A., Texas Local 
Government §111.007 and §111.0075, 
Gonzales County Commissioners Court 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on the 
Proposed Budget - Fiscal Year 2023-2024 
on Tuesday, September 5, 2023, 9:00
a.m., at the County Courthouse,
Commissioners Courtroom, 414 St.
Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas. 
The County Judge’s Proposed Budget was 
filed with the Gonzales County Clerk on 
August 14, 2023. 
At the conclusion of the Public Hearing,
the Commissioners Court shall take
action on the Fiscal Year 2023-2024
Proposed Budget. 
This budget will raise more total property
taxes than last year’s budget by an amount 
of $114,318 or .82%, and of that amount 
$120,790 is tax revenue to be raised from 
new property added to the tax roll this 
year.

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of PHILLIP LYNN BAKER, Deceased, were 
issued on July 31, 2023, in Cause No. PW23-0282, pending 
in the County Court of Gonzales County, Texas, to: IRVIN 
WAYNE BAKER.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 IRVIN WAYNE BAKER
 c/o Norman L. Burns
 Attorney at Law
 1606 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
 Gonzales, TX 78629

Dated the 11th day of August, 2023. 

 _______________________________
 NORMAN L. BURNS
 Attorney for IRVIN WAYNE BAKER
 State Bar No.: 03448500
 P.O. Box 827
 GONZALES, TX 78629
 Telephone: (830) 672-9511
 Facsimile: (830) 672-7638
 E-mail: nburns@munsonburns.com

5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage

TX WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS WORLDWIDE REAL ESTATE, LLC; DAVID MONTALVO, LIC. NO. 595597.; 
KEITH W. BABB - TX - AUCTIONEER 6701. 5% BUYER’S PREMIUM.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TX

COLUMBUS, TX • I-10 And Alleyton Road
5.45+/-ac of commercial land located just off I-10. The parcel is highly 
visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000 cars passing each day. Located 
just an hour from Houston. Well and septic onsite. 

real estateauction

Bid Online Only Sept 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 13-19, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage, Columbus, TX, I-10 
and Alleyton Road. 5.45+/- acres of commercial 
land, highly visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000 
cars passing each day. Located just an hour from 
Houston. Well and septic onsite. Bid Online Only 
Sept. 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

 WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

GONZALES
INQUIRER

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

Find out what all your friends are talking about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
On Sunday, Aug. 27, starting at 2 p.m., St. Paul 

AME Church in Flatonia, Texas, will hold its 
135th Commemorative Homecoming event. This 
program will be by Zoom and conference call 
(Zoom and Conference Call ID #’s: 596 923 3566).

Former Pastor Shawn King, now of Dallas, Tex-
as, will be the guest speaker. The Rev. King will 
discuss the idea that we are living better because 
of God’s grace and mercy toward us and that we 
can cause others to live better because of what 
we do as Christians. Rev. King will share some 
thoughts from the beginning to the end of the 
bible about the different scenarios and thoughts 
centered on “Grace and Mercy.”

Additionally, he will ask that we focus on our 
parents, foreparents, and other ancestors as they 
developed their worshipping experiences.

The current pastor of St. Paul AME is the Rev. 
Bobby F. Lewis. 

Come and praise God and worship on the 
fourth Sunday in August. 
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SCA August Meeting

CONTRIBUTED
The final curtain dropped on “Drinking Habits”, the hilarious 
summer production at the historic Gaslight Theatre in Shiner, 
Sunday Aug. 6. More than 1,400 people enjoyed the play during 
its three-weekend run with more than 400 folks on the waiting 
list hoping to see it. The outstanding production was directed 
by Melissa Neubauer. Pictured left to right are the cast and 
crew of the play. The award winners are identified. Front row is 
Michael Silgero (Paul - Best Youth Debut). Middle row are Navii 
Neubauer -crew, Melissa Neubauer (Director-Sister Michelle 
Excellence Award), Steve Liberti (Father Chenille), JoAnn Kirkland 
(crew- Lamplighter Backstage Award), Lauren Villa (Sister Mary 
Catherine) - Best Adult Debut Award), Butch Neubauer (crew), 
Josh Kaspar (crew-Awards committee chairman). Back row are 
Hali Westergren (light and sound tech), Sarah Liberti - (Mother 
Superior),  Cody Westergren-(George), Emma Davis (Sally), Angela 
Bays (Sister Augusta), Abrianna Johnson (Sister Philamena).

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

Chemigation ● Landscaping ● Dive Services
Irrigation ● Pumps ● Rainwater
Sprinkler Repair ● Installation

Brett Breitschopf
TCEQL127713

(830)-263-8138
brett@watercentex.com

Your One Stop Shop!

Specializing in
Granite,

Quartz Countertops,
Fabrication

& Installation

Call and set up an appointment to come out and visit our amazing virtual showroom

415 St. James, Gonzales
830-203-5488

2525 N Austin St.,  Seguin
830-372-2288

“you dream it…we create it”

Carpentry • Home Repair
Painting

Wolff Pro.
Family Owned & Operated

Since 1947

Box 481 • Gonzales, TX 78629
Office: 830-672-3089 • Cammy: 830-263-8210 • Mike: 512-656-0521

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com

Saturn Cemetery Association will have a gen-
eral meeting and hold elections on Sunday, Aug. 
20, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Saturn Commu-
nity Center. Members are encouraged to bring 
their favorite snack, sandwiches or soup to share.

St. Paul AME hosts 135th Homecoming

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Gonzales ISD offers career and 

technical education programs in 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources; Business, Management, 
and Administration, Education and 
Training; Health Science; Human 
Services; Law, Public Safety, Correc-
tions, and Security; Transportation, 
Distribution, and Logistics; Arts, 
Audio/ Visual Technology and Digital 
Communications; and Hospitality 
and Tourism. Admission to these 
programs is based on student request 
and coursework prerequisites. 

It is the policy of Gonzales ISD not 
to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex or handicap 
in its vocational programs, services 
or activities as required by Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972; and Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended.

It is the policy of Gonzales ISD not 
to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, handicap, 
or age in its employment practices 
as required by Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 

IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, as amended; and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended. 

Gonzales ISD will take steps to 
assure that lack of English language 
skills will not be a barrier to admis-
sion and participation in all educa-
tional and vocational programs. 

For information about your rights 
or grievance procedures, contact the 
Title IX Coordinator, Dr. Elmer Avel-
laneda, Superintendent, at 1615 Saint 
Louis Street, Gonzales, TX 78629, 
830- 672-9551. 

Public notification of nondiscrimination in Career and Technical Education programs 



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
When a loved one dies, it can feel like you’re 

alone or that you have no hope or future. Few 
people understand how painful and isolating 
your grief can be. But that doesn’t mean you have 
to suffer by yourself. There are others who have 
experienced what you’re going through and you 
can find them at a GriefShare support group.  

GriefShare, the number one grief recovery sup-
port program that has helped over one million 
people worldwide heal from the pain of grief, will 
soon be offered in Gonzales to those struggling 
with the loss of a loved one. It is a free, Christ-
centered, nondenominational outreach ministry. 
People of all faiths (and those who do not prac-
tice a faith) are welcome.

A GriefShare group consists of participants 
who, over the course of 14 weeks, meet weekly 
where they will hear insights from grief recovery 
experts, meet others who understand what they 
are going through, receive comfort and support, 
learn practical tips for navigating their grief and 
most importantly, learn that they are not alone 
on their journey of grief.

The first group offering of GriefShare is going 
to begin on Tuesday, Sept. 5 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Abiding Word Lutheran Church, 1020 St. Louis 
St., Gonzales, and will run through Tuesday, Dec. 
5.  Due to a high level of interest in this program, 
this first offering is already full and not taking any 
additional participants at this time. However, the 
next session is scheduled for Jan. 9 and reserva-
tions can now be made by calling 713-582-0794.

To learn more about GriefShare or for addi-
tional information, go to www.griefshare.org.
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622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!
127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com

Howdy folks, I hope life’s treat-
ing you well, and that you’ve been 
able to fit in at least a little r&r (rest 
and recuperation) this summer. My 
summer’s been pretty action packed 
with assorted projects, but seeing 
as I’m in between major projects 
presently, I’m taking some much 
needed r&r myself. I’m really not 
sure what the cause is, but along the 
way I’ve noticed that some folks can’t 
motivate themselves to get off of the 
couch, while others can’t motivate 
themselves to get on it. Somewhere 
in between would be optimal, but 
seeing how balance is more of a con-
cept than a reality, I guess we should 
work on changing our mindsets. 
I’ve recently changed my mind, but 
ordered a smaller version by mistake, 
and now am even dumber than I 
was before. But on the positive side, 
I now lack the processing power to 
worry about it, so I think I’ll keep it, 
even though my hats fit a little looser!

After curiosity nearly killed my cat 
(poor kitt y), I decided to do a little 
research and see what the experts 
had to say about the art of relax-
ation, since so many of us struggle 
with getting the most bang for the 
buck while attempting it. It seems 
that relaxing should be one of the 
easiest endeavors we engage in, but 
apparently not. Relaxation takes 
many different forms, and at differ-

ent times for most of us. It could be 
as simple as a nap, binge watching 
your favorite shows, grilling in the 
back yard, enjoying your favorite 
hobby, or boating with your family 
at the lake. It seems that one ob-
stacle to truly being able to chill out 
lies between our ears. We’ve been 
wrongly programmed to believe that 
if we’re not constantly being produc-
tive, we somehow won’t measure up. 
Life is not a competition, we’re born 
broke, we die broke, and everything 
we accomplish in our short time here 
will eventually be changed by future 
generations. That doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t work at life, but try to keep 
our perspectives more in line with 
actual reality, reducing stress levels 
as we go. Here’s a few tips that might 
help in this area. In order to shift 
mental gears, try quieting your mind 
by starting with some slow deep 
breathing, as this signals your brain 
that everything’s ok. I relate this 
to the 1999 movie “For Love of the 
Game” starring Kevin Costner as a 
major league baseball pitcher. Before 
throwing his next pitch, in order to 
drown out the noise of the crowd and 

sharpen his focus, he tells himself to 
“Clear the mechanism.” I’ve said this 
to myself on many occasions, and it 
does seem to help. Next, decide on 
what you want from your relaxation; 
rest, escape, stress relief, fun etc. 
Scheduling a time for chilling out is 
important because it helps us to give 
permission to ourselves for doing 
so, helping to alleviate occasional 
feelings of guilt. Some form of prim-
ing the transition from the busyness 
of life to chill time helps, and can 
come in the form of meditation, a 
short walk, exercise, or simply taking 
a small thing off of your to-do list, 
allowing you to feel that you’re ahead 
of the game.

For Christians, Psalm 46:10 re-
minds us to “Be still, and know that 
I am God.” Many times throughout 
scripture Jesus himself needed a 
reset. Whether resting by the well in 
Samaria while traveling from Judea 
to Galilee, or simply getting away 
from the crowds to recupe and pray 
in the wilderness, even the son of 
God needed recharging, so why 
shouldn’t we? 

I’ve come to the conclusion that 
learning to relax is an art, and needs 
to be practiced on a regular basis. 
Yep, I still have high hopes that I’ll 
eventually figure out what my couch 
is for.

Until next time, love you guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

GriefShare Ministry 
coming to Gonzales

The Art of Relaxtion
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 
Dr Echols

2 
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller 

3
Dr Ryan

Dr Echols

 4 

7
Austin MFM

8
Dr Echols

Dr Quintero 

9
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr. Twitero

10
Dr Ryan

Dr Echols 

11 
Amy Trost
Dr Miller

14 
Austin MFM 

Dr Malik
Dr Desai

15
Dr Echols 

16
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

17
Dr Ryan 

Dr Malik
Dr Echols

18 
Dr Bui

21 
Austin MFM

22
Dr Echols

23
Dr Quebedeaux

    24 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Kirchner 
Dr Echols 

25 

28
Austin MFM

29 
Dr Echols

30 
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

31 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Echols 

Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinicaugust    2023 

Urology
Robert Ryan, III, M.D.
(830) 379-8491

Ophthalmology
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D.
(830) 379-3937

Orthopedics
Trent Twitero, M.D.
(830) 625-0009

Podiatry
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A.
(830) 303-0005
Charles White, D.P.M
(830) 303-0005

Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine
(512) 821-2540

LOCATED AT THRIVE:

Orthopedics Surgery  Cardiology      Dermatology
Gloria Box, M.D. Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS  William Craig, M.D. Dr. Desai
(830) 672 - 8497 (830) 672 – 8497 (830) 672 – 3845 (713) 864-2659

Audiology
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist
(830) 372-2237

Chiropractic
Jeff Echols, DC
(512)799-6811

Dermatology
Vicente Quintero, M.D.
(830) 626-5551
Dr Desai
(713) 864-2659

Nephrology
Azhar M. Malik, M.D.
(361)-576-0011
George Osuchukwu, MD
(361)576-0011
Yong Du, MD
(361)576-0011

Obstetrics
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN
(830) 379 - 1500

Pain Management
Eric Miller, M.D.
(830) 272-7746

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

OBITUARIES

In loving memory of 
Gloria Mata Nuncio, who 
passed on Friday, August 
4, 2023, she went on to 
join the many family and 
friends that have passed 
on before her. Gloria was 
a wife, proud mother, 
cherished grandma, sister, 
and aunt. Gloria was born 
on March 27, 1949, to her 
parents Marcelino and 
Eva Mata in Gonzales, 
Texas, she was the young-
est of her 3 siblings. 

Gloria loved being a 
Certified Nurse’s Aide, 
she was known to bring a 
smile to all her residents.

She never came across 
a stranger, she always 
made friends in every 
situation. Gloria was the 
taxi and number one fan 
club of the family. She 
never turned down the 
opportunity to travel and 
gamble! Gloria filled this 
world with Love, Laugh-
ter, and Soul. She will be 
remembered as our loving 
matriarch, her generous 
spirit, and for her appre-
ciation for life.

She is preceded in 

death by her parents, Mar-
celino Sr. and Eva Mata, 
her brothers Marcelino 
“JR” Mata and Oscar 
Mata, her husband Leb-
rado “Chuco” Nuncio, and 
her youngest daughter 
Amada Mata-Vera. 

Gloria is survived 
by her children Jeneva 
Kincaid (Saturn), Robert 
Flores, Jr. , Kristie (Abel) 
Flores, Vida (Sal) Alarcon.  
She is also survived by 
her 11 grandchildren, 3 
greatgrandchildren, and 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and by those she 
“adopted” as family.

A visitation will be held 

at Seydler – Hill Funeral 
Home, on Wednesday, 
August 9, 2023,  from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm. A 
funeral service will take 
place at Seydler – Hill 
Funeral Home on Thurs-
day, August 10, 2023,  
at 10:00am conducted 
by Pastor Allen Davis. 
Interment will follow at 
Gonzales Memorial Park 
Cemetery, where Gloria 
will be laid to rest with her 
beloved husband, Chuco.

Pall Bearers: Robert 
Flores, Jr, Noah M. Flores, 
Jared B. Bolton, Nehe-
miah R. Mata, Ramon 
Vera, Jr., Marcelino Mata 
III, Mark L. Mata, and 
Salvador S. Alarcon.

Honorary Pall Bearers: 
Amber D. Bolton, Taryn 
B. Bolton, Iliza Flores, 
Tabitha McCarty, Pey-
ton McCarty, Maricela 
Nuncio-Alarcon, Selma L. 
Alarcon, Major A. Bolton, 
Iliana Flores, Tony D. Al-
len, and Daniel Sanchez.

All services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler – Hill Funeral 
Home.

Gloria Mata NuNcio

Mary Jane Whiddon, 
87, of Gonzales, Texas, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Monday, August 
7, 2023. She was born 
on February 29, 1936 in 
Gonzales County to Nina 
Mae Freeman and Sam 
Robert Schrieber. She 
married the love of her 
life, Kenneth Plowman 
Whiddon, on June 3, 1954, 
and together they raised 
a family of four children, 
twelve grandchildren and 
24 great-grandchildren.

Mary started school 
in the Smiley commu-
nity and graduated from 
Gonzales High School in 
1954. During school, she 
participated in cheer and 
her granddaughters were 
smitten with and still love 
looking at her yearbook 
photos.  After a three-year 
courtship, including a 
one-year engagement, 
Mary and Plowman mar-
ried one week after her 
high school graduation. 
The two enjoyed a brief 
honeymoon on the Texas 
Coast, followed by a move 
to Center, Texas where 
Plowman was employed 
vaccinating baby chicks 
and running a feedstore.  
While living in Center, 
Texas, the couple gave 
birth to their first and sec-
ond born children.  A few 
years later, they moved 
back to Gonzales to begin 
their own poultry busi-
ness and cattle operation 
and very soon welcomed 
their third born child. 
Living closer to family 
was important as Mary 
and Plowman’s family 
continued to grow. Six 
years later, they welcomed 
their fourth born child. At 
one time, Mary’s career 
ambition may have been 
to become a nurse, but 
she soon decided that 
being a supportive wife to 
her husband and mother 
to four was the best job for 
her.  Her numerous trips 
up and down the Pilgrim 
Road, driving four active 
kids while keeping up 
with the family business’s 
bookkeeping and immac-
ulate housekeeping kept 
her plenty busy. Mary’s 
adoring family will attest 
that her career choice was 
indeed her calling, and 
now her legacy.   Later in 

life, Mary’s favorite pas-
times included caring for 
and watching her grand-
children grow, gardening, 
canning, furniture rear-
ranging, sewing, writing 
cookbooks for her grand-
daughters, camping at 
area state parks with fam-
ily and freshwater fishing, 
preparing fried fish feasts 
at the Pilgrim Community 
Center Opry and host-
ing family gatherings.  
Mary was affectionately 
known as Mama Jane by 
her grandchildren and 
their spouses and chil-
dren.  Four generations, 
including other family 
and friends were always 
welcome in their home 
on any day, but it was an 
unspoken tradition that 
holidays could be spent 
at Mama Jane and Papa’s 
house for cheerful com-
pany, lots of hunting and 
fishing tales and you were 
guaranteed a meal made 
of love. A true homecom-
ing to all that chose to be 
there. Mary was a mem-
ber of the First Baptist 
Church of Gonzales and 
Friends of the Pilgrim 
Community Center.  Mary 
and Plowman were hap-
pily married for 69 years.     

Mary Jane Whiddon 
is survived by her loving 
husband, Kenneth Plow-
man Whiddon, daughter 
Jackie Lynn Williamson 
and special friend, Ronnie 
Zella; son and daughter-
in-law, Kenneth O’Dell 
and Tammy Whiddon; 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Kathy Sue and David Shel-
ton; grandchildren: Jeffrey 
Scott Dolezal, Chris Ward 
(Akemi) Williamson, Kelli 
Jane (Albert) Urrutia, Ja-
son Tot (Kelly) Whiddon, 
Amanda Friedrich (Chad), 
Christy Diamond, Laurel 
Ethel Bach, Holly Nicole 
(Rob) Barnhart, Joshua 

David (Heather) Shelton, 
James Clayton Shelton, 
Lesli Michelle Shelton; 
great-grandchildren: Kim-
berly Dolezal, Mei Lynn 
Williamson, Lion William-
son, Hina Jane William-
son, Ema Sue William-
son, Harua Williamson, 
Andrew Urrutia, Allison 
Urrutia, Thomas Barnick, 
Mattie Jane Barnick, 
Chelsea Whiddon, Jessica 
Whiddon, Grace Freder-
ick, Brynlee Frederick, , 
Lainey Bach, Lilah Bach, 
Jackson Barnhart, Everly 
Barnhart, Barrett Shel-
ton, Tawni Shelton, Marli 
Shelton, Kenneth Robert 
Shelton, River Van Kirk, 
Tucker Van Kirk; sister 
and brother-in-law, Linda 
and Donnie Mills. She is 
also survived by numer-
ous nieces and nephews 
and special caregivers, 
Nora Matias and Virginia 
Ramirez.

She was preceded in 
death by her son Clay-
ton Vance Whiddon; her 
parents, Nina Mae and 
Clifton Oliver; and Sam 
Robert Schrieber; sister-
in-law Rae Ruddock, 
and husband Upton; and 
niece Sherry Allen.

A visitation will be held 
at Seydler Hill Funeral 
Home on Thursday, Au-
gust 10, 2023 from 5:00-
7:00pm. Funeral Services 
will be held at Seydler Hill 
Funeral Home on Friday, 
August 11, 2023 at 3:00pm 
with Rev. Todd Craven 
officiating. Interment will 
follow at Plowman Ranch 
Cemetery. Pall Bearers: 
Jeff Dolezal, J.D. Shelton, 
Chris Williamson, Jason 
Tot Whiddon, Jim Shel-
ton, and Javier Villegas. 
Honorary pallbearers: 
Andrew Urrutia, Dylan 
Mills, Lion Williamson, 
Thomas Barnick, Barrett 
Shelton, River Van Kirk, 
Harua Williamson, Tucker 
Van Kirk, Rob and Jackson 
Barnhart. Memorials may 
be made to the Pilgrim 
Presbyterian Church or 
the Pilgrim Cemetery 
Association. Friends may 
leave their condolences 
to the family by visiting 
www.seydlerhillfuner-
alhome.com. Services 
are under the care and 
direction of Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home. 

Mary JaNe WhiddoN

“To everything there is 
a season.  A time for every 
purpose under heaven”    
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

                                                                                              
Dwight Henry Jeffery 

was born on Dec. 12, 1949, 
in Houston, Texas, to Mr. 
Haywood Jeffery, Sr. and 
Mrs. Emma Haynes Jeffery. 
He passed away Aug. 12, 
2023.

Dwight confessed Christ 
at an early age and united 
with Fourth Missionary 
Baptist Church under the 
leadership or Reverend E. 
Stanley Branch. He later 
united with Mt. Hebron 
Missionary Baptist Church 
under Dr. Johnnie J. Rob-
erson, where he ushered 
for many years. He later 
united with Brookhollow 
Baptist Church aka The 
Church Without Walls 
under Dr. Ralph Douglass 
West, where he remained 
until his death.

Dwight attended Dotson 
Elementary School, Ryan 
Middle School and Jack 
Yates High School, where 
he graduated in 1968. He 

continued his education at 
Texas Southern University.

Dwight was employed at 
Foley’s for many years. He 
retired from Sysco after 13 
years.

Dwight was united in 
holy matrimony to Adell 
Allen on March 19, 1994.

Dwight was preceded in 
death by parents; Hay-
wood Jeffery, Sr., Emma 
Jeffery, Brothers: Herbert 
Jeffery, Haywood Jef-
fery, Jr., Alvin Jeffery, and 
Melvin Jeffery.  Sisters: 
Lee Ester Hudson, Helen 
Jeffery.

He leaves to cherish his 

memory: wife of 29 years, 
Mrs. Adell Jeffery of Hous-
ton, Texas; a special niece, 
Sharon Adams; brother, 
Rufus Brown (Gloria) of 
Houston, Texas; sisters-in-
law, Mrs. Kathryn Jeffery 
and Mrs. Lynda Jeffery; 
and a host of nieces, neph-
ews and other relatives.

Visitation will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 19, at St. 
James Missionary Baptist 
Church, 7231 FM 532 E, 
Gonzales. Funeral services 
will take place at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 19 at the 
church with the Rev. 
Charles Roaches as the 
eulogist and the Rev. Ken-
neth Gordon as pastor.

Pallbearers include Cal-
vin Allen, Lamont Allen, 
Troy Allen and volunteers. 
Honorary pallbearers in-
clude Glenn Hudson, Ken-
neth Hudson, Lawrence 
Hudson, Melvin Hudson 
and Willis Hudson.

Interment will take 
place in Brasco Cemetery 
in Gonzales.

dWiGht heNry Jeffery

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS
Gonzales County 

Sheriff’s Office
07/30/23 – 08/05/23

08/02/23
• Ivey, Karen Michelle, 

08/2002 Nixon: Local 

Warrant – Agg Assault 
Causes Serious Bodily Inj; 
Other Agency Hold – 
TDCJ Detainer, Remains 
in Custody

08/02/23
• Lynn-Carrigan, Kaylee 

Lisette, 07/2003, Houston: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Poss CS PG 2>=4G<400 
G, Remains in Custody

• Blundell, Allison 
Lyndi, 09/2001, Luling: 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Poss Marij <2oz, Released 
- $1,000 Bond

• Rodriguez, Dylan 

Alias, 12/2001, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Unauth Use of Vehicle; 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Unauth Use of Vehicle, 
Remains in Custody

• Gammons, Justin 
Ray, 10/1988, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Assault Family/Household 
Member w/Prev Conv, 
Remains in Custody

• Gonzalez, Jasmine, 
Nichole, 02/1988, 
Gonzales: Commitment/
Sentence – Robbery  
Remains in Custody

• Stone, Benjamin, Jr, 
07/1978, Gonzales: Local 
Warrant – Poss CS PG 
1>=1G<4G, Remains in 
Custody

08/04/23
• Tumlinson, 

Christopher Lee, 11/1984, 
Harwood: Local Warrant – 
Terr Threat Imp Pub Serv/
Pub Fear SBI/Influ GV, 
Remains in Custody

08/05/23
• Hernandez, Matthew 

Kyle, 11/1989, Gonzales: 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Obstruct Hwy Psgway, 
Requires $1,500 Bond, 
Remains in Custody

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agen-
cy arrest and processings:

GCSO 09
DPS  02
GPD  07
WPD  00
NPD  02
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  20
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PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Lady Apaches junior libero Dakota Schmidt (20) and sophomore Aubrey Lindemann (3) get in defensive position for Stockdale’s 
serve in the Shiner tournament Friday, Aug. 11.

Lady Apaches compete 
in Shiner Tournament
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches trav-
eled to Shiner for their first tourna-
ment of the 2023 volleyball season 
Friday, Aug. 11.

The Lady Apaches started day 
one of the tournament strong while 
facing tough competition from Hal-
letsville, Stockdale and Shiner.

“We came out playing strong 
against a competitive Hallettsville 
team, got a little wind in our sails, 
got our first win of the season and 
felt great,” head volleyball coach 
Jillian Gonzales said.

The Lady Apaches kicked off the 
tournament beating Hallettsville 
(25-15, 24-26, 25-23) and earning 
their first win of the season.

Gonzales volleyball fell in the 
next two games against Stockdale 
(14-25, 25-19, 17-27) and Shiner 
(20-25, 14-25), but coach Gonzales 
saw much improvement from the 
season opening games.

“We’ve had some communica-
tion issues in the first few games 
of our season and we’re getting 
better at that, we’re getting better at 
transitioning and just overall court 
awareness,” Gonzales said.

The Lady Apaches are less than 
a month away from the district 
opener against the La Vernia Bears, 
and  coach Gonzales hopes facing 
tough teams will get her team men-
tally ready for district.

“They’re preparing us really well. 
They hustle and they’re pushing us 
to hustle. I’m glad for that. They’re 
competitive with us, forcing us 
to be competitive right back with 
them,” Gonzales said.

The Lady Apaches won second 
place in their bracket and senior 
setter and outside hitter Macy 
Sample was named to the All-Tour-
nament Team.

Gonzales and her team traveled 
to Smithville, Tuesday, Aug. 15, for 
their third non-district contest.

Gonzales said they have faced 
the Lady Tigers in a scrimmage be-

fore and added facing the tourna-
ment teams will prepare them for 
that Tuesday’s match.

The Lady Apaches will travel to 
Schulenberg Thursday.

The Gonzales Lady Apaches celebrate a score against the Lady Comanches in the 
Shiner Tournament Friday, Aug. 11. 

STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Lady Apaches traveled back 
on the road to Smithville Tuesday, Aug. 15 and 
faced the Lady Tigers.

The Lady Apaches took care of business on 
the road, sweeping the Smithville Tigers in three 
sets (25-19, 25-23, 25-23).

Gonzales extends its win streak over the Lady 
Tigers to two games; last year, the Lady Apaches 
beat Smithville at home in four sets (22-25, 25-
11, 25-11, 10-25).

The Lady Apaches will travel to Schulenburg 
Thursday, Aug. 15 for their second tournament 
of the season.

Gonzales will travel to Hallettsville to take on 
Lady Brahmas in a non-district contest Tuesday, 
Aug. 22.

The Lady Apaches first home game is set for 
Friday, Sept. 1 against Weimar.

Lady Apaches 
sweep Lady 
Tigers on road

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley senior Nichole Ivey jumps for the ball for 
the Lady Mustangs against Weimar in the Yorktown 
tournament Thursday, Aug. 10.

Lady Mustangs 
kick off season 
with tournament
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs traveled to 
the Yorktown Thursday, Aug. 10 for their first 
tournament of the 2023 season.

The Lady Mustangs finished 2-2 during the 
first day of the tournament, beating Falls City 
(22-25, 25-22, 15-11) and Waelder (25-12, 25-13) 
and losing to Fayetteville (20-25, 25-23, 13-15) 
and Weimar (8-25, 14-25).

Nixon-Smiley fell to Falls City and Kenedy in 
the bracket tournament that Saturday.

The Lady Mustangs traveled to Falls City for a 
third meeting between the Lady Beavers Tues-
day, Aug. 15.

Nixon-Smiley will host and play its home 
tournament Friday, Aug. 18, and will host the 
Stockdale Lady  Brahmas Tuesday, Aug. 22 for a 
non-district contest.

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs 
traveled to Falls City for a non-dis-
trict match against the Beaverettes 
Tuesday, Aug. 15.

This was the third meeting 
between these two teams; they 
competed against each other twice 
in the Yorktown tournament last 
weekend.

The Lady Mustangs battled 
through all five sets to get the win, 
and head volleyball coach Loraine 
Yates knew her team had to push 
through that match.

“I thought we pushed through 
some tough moments there at the 
beginning.We picked up the energy 
pretty quickly. I think, as a team, 
we’re starting to mesh really well 
together. The chemistry has really 
come very far along since the first 
day two-a-days,” Yates said.

“In order for us to keep being 
successful against good teams like 
this, I think we just need to keep 
working and improving on that,” 
Yates added.

The Lady Mustangs’ front three 
shined against Falls City, getting 
key kills and blocks to beat the 
Beaverettes.

“I feel like we did a really good 

I feel like this is one of the best 
games that we actually have played. 
Communication was on point, 

Lady Mustangs beat Beaverettes in 5 sets

Lady Apaches senior Macy Sample jumps in the air to block the ball against the Shiner 
Lady Comanches Friday, Aug. 11 in the Shiner Tournament. 

VANDY VAN EPPS
The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs jump in the air in celebration of a score against the 
Falls City Beaverettes Tuesday, Aug. 15. 

Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs head volleyball coach 
Loraine Yates speaks in the huddle with her players 
before the start of Weimar match at the Yorktown 
Tournament Thursday, Aug. 10.See MUSTANGS, page 15
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hustle, effort. Everything 
was on point,” Senior 
Kendall Amaya said.

The Mustangs struggled 
early in the match, but 
quickly turned things 
around as the match 
progressed.

“Communication is 
key. So we all just kind 
of talked about it. We all 
just picked each other 
up as the game went on.” 
Amaya said.

The back three of the 
Lady Mustangs contrib-
uted to multiple long 
volleys in the match, and 
hustled to record mul-
tiple digs.

Nixon-Smiley junior 
libero Emily Granados 
said the communication 
was great compared to 
the previous games, and 
added the team helped 
each other a talked 
through the match.

Yates was very 
impressed how the 
communication went 
against Falls City and 
it was best she seen all 
season.

“I thought it’s pretty 

much been the best that 
has been all season so 
I’m proud of them for 
sticking through it. We’ve 
been working hard. And 
as long as we can just 
keep piecing together the 
front row offense and the 
back row defense. I think 
we’re gonna be just fine 
come district.” Yates said.

The Lady Mustangs 
will host a tournament 
Friday, Aug. 18 and Yates 
hopes the competition 
from the tournament gets 
them ready for a Tues-
day, Aug. 22 match with 
Stockdale.

“I think just these 
matches where we’re 
going back and forth. 
I know it’s always real 
emotional anytime we 
play Stockdale, just be-
cause they’ve been rivals 
for so long. But being able 
to come out on top and 
a tough game like this, 
when it’s back and forth, 
kind of prepares us for 
those moments when we 
need to really dig down 
deep and pull out the 
win.” Yates said.

MUSTANGS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley libero Emily Granados records a dig against Falls City Tuesday, Aug. 15. 

Apaches back on the football field in scrimmage
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches 
walked into Apache Field for 
the first time as a team Friday, 
Aug. 11 for the first scrimmage 
against the Beeville Trojans.

The Apaches took many reps 
on offense and defense, and 
head football coach Joey Rivera 
was impressed with how his 
team did in their first scrim-
mage.

“I knew it was going be a 
good one. I enjoy, I don’t enjoy, 
but I love going against slot-T 
teams early; one you never 
know if you’re gonna see them 
later on,” Rivera said. “And 
they’re always well-coached 
teams, very tough and gritty 
teams and you find out a lot 
about your team early on. And 
it helps us teach our defense so 

much when you go against the 
slot-T team.”

Rivera got a chance to see the 
positives and the playmaking 
ability from his offense, espe-
cially from senior wide receiver 
Davonte Smith and sophomore 
quarterback Travis Malveaux; 
and the running game from 
senior running back Rocky 
Gallegos and sophomore David 
Clack.

“We’ve got some opportuni-
ties to make some big plays. 
We’ve got to limit the negative 
plays and try to get positive 
yards every time. I always tell 
them, hey, we’re looking for 
three yards, first down, and 
touchdown,” Rivera said.

Rivera said one thing his 
team is working on is their 
toughness, and he added this 
is a much smaller varsity group 
this year and players will be 

playing multiple positions.
“So some guys are learning 

multiple positions and some 
guys may not really have a 
true backup. So you know the 
grittiness and toughness and 
being in shape is going to be 
something I’ve got to work on,” 
Rivera said.

The Apaches will play the Po-
teet Aggies for the final scrim-
mage of the season Thursday, 
Aug. 17, and Rivera said last 
year the Aggies handle his team 
pretty easily.

“I’m looking to see how we re-
spond to that as a group and just 
getting better. I just want to see 
our guys continue to improve 
offensively defensively. We’re 
really worried about ourselves 
right now and getting into the 
season healthy.” Rivera said.

The Apaches will host Poteet 
at home today at 6:30 p.m.

STAFF REPORT
Texas high school football teams head into their last 

scrimmages this week before the official kickoff of Friday 
Night Lights on Friday, Aug. 25.

The Gonzales Apaches will host the Poteet Aggies Thurs-
day, Aug. 17 for their last scrimmage and will kick off their 
2023 football season on the road against Bastrop Cedar 
Creek on Friday, Aug. 25.

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs will hit the road for their final 
scrimmage against Kenedy; the Mustangs will kick off the sea-
son at home against San Antonio Christian on Friday, Aug. 25.

The Shiner St. Paul Cardinals kick off their football season 
on the road against the Flatonia Bulldogs on Friday, Aug. 25.

The Shiner Comanches will host the Hallettsville Brahmas at 
home Friday, Aug. 25; and the Luling Eagles will host the Rice 
Consolidated Raiders for the season opener that same night.

Gonzales area football 
teams play last scrimmages

Above: Gonzales 
Apaches head 
football coach Joey 
Rivera speaks with 
his a players after the 
Beeville scrimmage 
Friday, Aug. 11 
at Apache Field. 
Far left: Gonzales 
Apaches senior wide 
receiver Davonte 
Smith rushes and 
avoids tackles from 
Beeville’s defense. 
Left: The Gonzales 
Apaches defense 
lines up against 
Beeville’s Slot-T 
offense in the Friday, 
Aug. 11 scrimmage 
at Apache Field. 

PHOTOS BY 
 VANDY VAN EPPS
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SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

It’s August, which means kids 
are back in school and the fall 
hunting and fishing seasons are 
quickly approaching. Before 
packing your favorite tackle 
and camo for trips, be sure to 
purchase an annual fishing and 
hunting license for 2023-24.

Current-year Texas hunting 
and fishing licenses (except the 
Year-from-Purchase All-Water 
Fishing Package) expire at the 
end of August. Licenses for the 
2023-24 season go on sale Aug. 
15.

Texans purchase more than 
2.7 million hunting and fish-
ing licenses annually, directly 
funding a multitude of conser-
vation efforts and recreational 
opportunities. Some of the 
many projects made possible 
by license sales include fish 
stocking, wildlife management, 
habitat restoration, public 
hunting leases, river fishing ac-
cess and Texas Game Wardens.

Outdoorsmen and women 
can purchase a variety of li-
censes online through the offi-
cial TPWD website, by phone at 
1-800-895-4248 during regular 
business hours or in-person.

New this year, hunters and 
anglers can purchase addi-
tional types of digital licenses 
including Youth Hunting (Item 
169), Lifetime Hunting tags 
(Item 991), Lifetime Fishing 
tags (Item 992) and the Exempt 
Angler tag (Item 257).

The Super Combo license 
(Items 111, 117 and 990) 
continues to be available for 
purchase as a digital license 
this year as well.

The digital license option 
is available through online 
purchase only when licenses 
go on sale Aug. 15.  Digital li-
cense holders will not receive a 
printed license or tags but must 
keep their digital license avail-
able while in the field. Digital 
tagging is required of digital 
license holders through the 
My Texas Hunt Harvest mobile 

app. The license can be viewed 
through the My Texas Hunt 
Harvest and TPWD Outdoor 
Annual mobile apps.

TPWD encourages repeat 
license buyers to use the 
expedited checkout process, 
which speeds up re-purchasing 
licenses bought in recent years.

Customers can access their 
past and current licenses in 
several ways: (1) an electronic 
photo of their licenses, (2) an 
emailed receipt of their pur-
chases; (3) their account in the 
online license sales system; (4) 
via License Lookup in the Out-
door Annual app or My Texas 
Hunt Harvest app.

Hunting and fishing 
regulations for the 2023-24 
season are available online 
at outdoorannual.com, on 
the Outdoor Annual mobile 

app. The mobile app is free, 
and once downloaded, 
it works without internet 
connectivity, making it easy 
for hunters and anglers to 
view regulations in even the 
most remote locations. Other 
features include license lookup, 
location-based functionality 
such as “Hunting Seasons 
and Regulations by Location,” 
“Where to Fish,” and more. 
A limited supply of printed 
booklets will be available at 
select TPWD offices. Hunters 
and anglers are encouraged to 
call their local offices to check 
availability.

The My Texas Hunt Harvest 
app enables electronic sub-
mission of mandatory harvest 
reports, including alligator gar 
harvest reporting, and supports 
digital tagging of harvested 

deer, turkey and oversized 
red drum for certain license 
holders. The app also allows 
hunters to complete their 
on-site registration for many 
TPWD public hunting lands. 
Hunters can hunt on more than 
one million acres of public land 
with the purchase of an Annual 
Public Hunting Permit.

When buying their license, 
resident hunters and anglers 
may wish to purchase an entry 
in the Lifetime License Draw-
ing. Three lucky winners will 
each win a Lifetime Super 
Combo License and never need 
to buy a Texas hunting or fish-
ing license again. Entries are $5 
each and can be purchased on-
line, by phone or at any license 
retailer. The first entry deadline 
is Sept. 30.

When making their purchase, 

license buyers can also add a 
donation of $1, $5, $10 or $20 
to help support the Hunters 
for the Hungry program or the 
Fund for Veterans Assistance. 
Donations to the Hunters for 
the Hungry program provide 
hunters with a way to do-
nate legally harvested deer to 
participating processors. The 
processed meat goes to local 
food banks to feed Texas fami-
lies in need. Donations to the 
Fund for Veterans Assistance 
program provide grants to 
veteran service organizations 
and nonprofit charitable insti-
tutions, assisting veterans and 
their families at the community 
level throughout Texas.

For frequently asked ques-
tions about Texas hunting and 
fishing licenses, visit the TPWD 
website.

Texas Hunting, Fishing Licenses on sale Aug. 15

GOLF SCRAMBLE WINNERS

CONTRIBUTED
The winning team from the Aug. 9 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course in Gonzales were, 
from left, Jake Barnick, Devon Benes, Will Ruddock, Chuck Emmick and Brian Sample. 

The second-place team from the Aug. 9 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course in Gonzales 
were, from left, Kevin Raderstorf, Mike Turk, Blake Cox, Ralph Agurrie, Morgan Martinez and John 
Hahn.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Oldham County seat
  5  TX Jensen Ackles
      was in “Rust” before
      shooting incident
      with this Baldwin
  6  Spanish “little girl”
  7  Fri. night score
  8  founded in Texas,
      “Steak and ___” 
  9  horse racetrack in
      Selma, Texas:
      “______ Park”
15  TXism: “up and __
      ‘__ juice” (coffee)
16  sold by Texas-based
      Whataburger
19  with “Inc.,” Texas
      based cosmetics
      company (2 wds.)
21  TXism: “heavy as
      the front end of a
      John _____”
22  2nd place (hyph.)
27  in golf, scoring a
      3 on _  ___ 4 is a
      birdie
28  those kids who
      ain’t a seeker
29  marijuana cigarette
30  “the food was good,
      what there ___  __ 
      __” (small portion)
32  it uses machines
      that learn (abbr.)
33  TXism: “hot as _
      ________ bumper”
36  A.H. ____ founded
      the Dallas Morning
      News
37  TXism: “the ole ball
      ___ chain” (spouse)
38  fishing boat that
      drags baited lines

  1  ___ Alstyne, TX
  2  UT grad, Wallach
  3  TX George H.W. 
      wanted a kinder
      and ______ nation
  4  TX Tommy Lee
      Jones has won one
      of these (2 wds.)
  8  Padre Island beach
      bronzed (2 wds.)
  9  reservoir north of
      Denton
10  “Gig ‘__ Aggies!”
11  Texas-born saxo-
      phonist, “Tex” (init.)

39  front door, e.g.
41  this Smith worked for the
      Astros for 35 years
42  Texas-born astronaut,
      White
45  parental response:
      “because _  ___ so”
46  end of boxing bout (abbr.)
47  french fries seasoning
48  org. that controls athletic
      contests in Texas schools
49  fuel nozzle site (2 wds.)

52  sound  
      of something
      wet hitting a
      surface
53  lineage-based
      patriotic org.
54  approvals
55  TX Janis sang “Me
      and Bobby Mc___”

12  place for a school
      assembly
13  former talking horse
      CBS sitcom (2 wds.)
14  Cowboy running back,
      Tommie (1990-94)
15  Potter County seat
16  Lukas of “Leap of
      Faith” starring Texas-
      born Steve Martin
17  straying from the 
      proper course (noun)
18  live in a place
20  San Antonio public
      FM station
22  home state of Jerry
      Jones (abbr.)
23  televangelist in 
      Rockwall, TX, Larry

24  Branch Davidians
      of Waco notoriety
25  “Stark Museum 
      __  ___,” in Orange
26  in Ellis County  
      on I-35 (2 wds.)
28  sword handle
31  Alamo heroes were
      unable to ____ off
      the Mexicans

34  TX Sissy was this
      Lynn in 1980 film
      “Coal Miner’s
      Daughter” (init.)
35  Texas actor Tommy
      ___ Jones
37  ____-retentive
      (overly orderly)
40  took _  ___ of
      hot coffee
43  a dog ____ his tail
      when he’s happy
44  TXism: “tame as
      _  ___  ___”
50  analyze a sentence
      into its parts
51  Austin univer.
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
State Senator Lois W. Kolkhorst 

(R-Brenham) joined other state 
leaders for the signing of the largest 
property tax cut in Texas history. 
Governor Greg Abbott, Lieuten-
ant Governor Dan Patrick, House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, and a host 
of lawmakers gathered in New 
Caney with hundreds of attendees 
to usher in a major tax relief pack-
age for homeowners and business 
owners. 

“I’m proud to help deliver the 
largest property tax saving bills in 
state history,” said Senator Kolk-
horst. “This tax cut saves homeown-
ers and businesses serious money by 
returning $18 billion to taxpayers.” 

The $18 billion property tax reduc-
tion passed as Senate Bill 2 and 
House Joint Resolution 2 of the 2nd 
Called Session of the 88th Legisla-
ture. The legislation increases home-
stead exemptions from $40,000 to 
$100,000 for over 5.7 million home-
owners and also decreases the tax 
rates of public school districts by 
more than 10 cents. 

Homeowners 65 and older will see 
additional benefits through this leg-
islation; a welcome relief for many 
living on fixed incomes and battling 
with ever-rising inflation. With SB 2, 
combined with Senator Kolkhorst’s 
Senate Joint Resolution 2 from the 
2021 2nd Called Session, school 
taxes for seniors will be re-frozen at 
a new lower level. School taxes for 
these senior homeowners now have 
the possibility of decreasing even 
after being frozen, but never the 
possibility of increasing. 

“If passed by voters this fall, Texas 
homestead exemptions will rise to 
$100,000, senior homeowners will 
be protected from being priced out 
of their home, the small business 
exemption for the Franchise Tax will 
double, and Texas small businesses 
will be protected from excessive 
appraisal increases,” said Governor 
Abbott. “None of these monumen-
tal changes could have been ac-
complished without the hard work 
of Lieutenant Governor Patrick 
and Speaker Phelan. We all came 
together to offer Texans the property 
tax relief they so desperately de-

serve, and I am proud to sign these 
new laws today.”

For business owners, Senate Bill 3 
doubles the franchise tax exemption 
to $2.47 million, which means that 
40 percent of small businesses will 
not pay a franchise tax. 

“The signing of this Texas-sized 
tax cut, the biggest property tax cut 
in history, is a massive victory for all 
5.7 million Texas homeowners,” said 
Lieutenant Governor Patrick. “The 
combination of compression and 
the $100,000 homestead exemption 
is a powerful one-two punch that 
will cut school property taxes for 
the average priced home by $1,250 
to $1,450 every year on their home-
steaded property.” 

The constitutional amendment 
will be listed as Proposition 4 on 
the November 7th ballot and will 
be added to the Texas Constitution 
if approved by a simple majority of 
Texas voters. 

“We must balance the needs of 
government with the limits of a tax-
payer’s wallet. That’s why it’s crucial 
to vote for Proposition 4 this Novem-
ber,” said Kolkhorst.

Domino’s Pizza 
grand opening 
set for Aug. 21

Domino’s Pizza will hold its official 
grand opening at 1832 Water St., Gonzales, 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Monday, Aug. 21.

The Gonzales Chamber of Commerce 
& Agriculture will hold a ribbon cutting to 
celebrate the new business.

CONTRIBUTED
With Senator Kolkhorst and other legislators at his side, Governor Greg Abbott signed historic tax relief legislation this afternoon.

Kolkhorst celebrates signing of 
largest property tax cut in Texas

Gaslight 
Theatre holds 
auditions for 
‘Christmas 
Spectacular’
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIER

Auditions for “The Charitable Sisterhood 
Christmas Spectacular,” the fall production 
at the Shiner Gaslight Dinner Theatre, will 
be Monday, Aug. 21 and Tuesday, Aug. 22, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the theatre. Mer-
edith Hairell will direct.

The play is a hilarious holiday comedy 
that involves the ladies of the Charitable 
Sisterhood who are preparing for 2nd Trin-
ity Church’s annual Christmas Spectacular. 
Trouble brews when it is discovered that 
the baby Jesus figure has been stolen from 
the nativity scene! Finding the guilty thief 
takes precedence, but the truth isn’t dis-
closed until the end of the Spectacular. The 
hilarious revelation at the show’s climax 
leaves the audience and the sisterhood 
filled with the best Christmas spirit ever.

Parts needed are:  five adult women, a 
pianist, two or more stage crew members, 
technology crew, backstage crew, hair/ 
makeup crew, set designers/ builders and 
costume designers. 

Sweet Chaos 
ribbon cutting

Sweet Chaos Shaved Ice will 
hold a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny with the Gonzales Chamber 
of Commerce & Agriculture 
at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
23, at 113 E. Highway 90-A, 
Gonzales.

VC Board adopts budget, sets property tax rate
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Following a public hearing on Aug. 
14, Victoria College’s Board of Trustees 
unanimously voted to adopt the college’s 
operating budget and set the property tax 
rate for the 2023-24 fiscal year.

The property tax rate was set at 17.22 
cents per $100 of taxable value, a de-

crease of twelve percent from the current 
tax rate. It is the college’s lowest property 
tax rate since 2016-17. 

The new tax rate includes the first pay-
ment on the new $10 million bond ap-
proved by Victoria County voters in May 
for the construction of a Student Success 
Center. The bond was sold on July 24, 
and VC applied $200,000 from its debt 

service reserves (savings). The reduced 
bond payment resulted in a debt service 
tax rate of 2.96 cents per $100 valuation, 
an 8 percent decrease instead of a slight 
increase initially projected.

The 2023-24 budget includes a 2 per-
cent cost-of-living salary adjustment and 
a 1.5 percent step increase for eligible 
employees.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.3050 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of
GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.3050 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.2589 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.3146 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2023 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS from the same properties 
in both the 2022 tax year and the 2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS may 
adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that GONZALES
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2023 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 5, 
2023 AT 5:15 pm AT THRIVE Healthplex, 1300 Captain Albert Martin Trail, Gonzales, Texas.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result,
GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS is not required to hold an election at which voters may 
accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or opposition 
to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Board of Directors of GONZALES 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE 
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property) / 100

FOR the proposal: Kenneth Gottwald, President  Stephanie Kodack, Secretary
 Tim Markham  Lisa Gindler
 Sascha Kardosz  Kerry Morgan
 Gene Reed

AGAINST the proposal: Greg Tieken, Vice-President Wayne South

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by
GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the 
average residence homestead by GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS this year.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for GONZALES HEALTHCARE
SYSTEMS at 830-672-2841 or tac@co.gonzales.tx.us, or visit www.co.gonzales.tx.us for more information.

 2022 2023 Change

Total tax rate $0.3200  $0.3050  decrease of -0.0150, or -4.69%
(per $100 of value)   

Average homestead $139,153  $151,365  increase of 12,212, or 8.78%
taxable value

Tax on average $445.29  $461.66  increase of 16.37, or 3.68%
homestead

Total tax levy on  $13,015,209  $15,462,356  increase of 2,447,147, or 18.80%
all properties

No-New-Revenue Maintenance and Operations Rate Adjustments

Indigent Health Care Compensation Expenditures
The GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS spent $3,260,661 from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 
2023 on indigent health care compensation expenditures at the increased minimum eligibility
standards, less the amount of state assistance. For the current tax year, the amount of increase 
above last year’s enhanced indigent health care expenditures is $1,625,784. This increased the 
no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate by $0.0323/$100.

accusations hurled like 
Nolan Ryan fastballs at a 
batter’s head.

It is representative of 
the politics of the day, 
where personalities run 
amok and soundbites are 
exchanged as currency, 
when it should be policies 
that lead the way and 
bipartisanship and col-
laboration should be the 
objective.

The late U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg is often quoted 
as saying, “We can 
disagree without be-
ing disagreeable.” While 
she represented the left, 
more liberal, branch of 
the court, she was known 
for having an excellent 
relationship with the late 
Justice Antonin Scalia as 
well as with Justice Clar-
ence Thomas, who now is 
the senior member of the 
right wing of the court.

They disagreed with one 
another on most matters 
of policy, but always did 
so with respect for one an-
other and without trying 
to turn their comments 
into political capital. 
Wouldn’t it be great if all 
of our  government of-
ficials and representatives 
could aspire to emulate 
their example?

DISAGREE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

A recent incident in Bastrop 
County where three people 
died when they tried to rescue 
a dog that had fallen into an 
abandoned cistern highlights 
the dangers of abandoned or 
deteriorated water wells in 
Texas. Cisterns, which are not 
regulated in Texas, have solid 
bottoms and sealed sides so 
they can store water. Although 
cisterns are not wells, this trag-
edy shows how below-ground 
water storage tanks can be just 
as dangerous as abandoned or 
deteriorated wells.

The three people were re-
ported to be hog hunters who 
entered a cistern in a cornfield, 
trying to rescue a hunting dog 
that had apparently fallen into 
the uncovered cistern. The 
people were all overcome by 
toxic fumes that had built up 
in the cistern, according to law 
enforcement officials in Bas-
trop County.

There may be thousands of 
abandoned or deteriorated 
water wells in Texas posing 
safety hazards and contributing 
to groundwater pollution.

Anyone who is aware of 
abandoned or deteriorated 
wells is urged to report them 
to the Texas Department of Li-
censing and Regulation (TDLR) 
at https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
abwells/default.aspx. When 
filing the report, please include 
an address or GPS coordinates, 
as well as any photos or video 
of the well, if possible.

Abandoned or deteriorated 
water wells can contaminate 
groundwater by providing a di-
rect conduit for chemicals and 

other surface contaminants, 
such as animal waste and pesti-
cides, to directly enter aquifers. 
Uncapped wells also present a 
physical danger to humans and 
animals who can be severely 
injured or killed when they fall 
partially or completely into the 
well.

Landowners who are not 

sure if there are abandoned 
water wells on their property 
should look for plastic, steel, 
brick or concrete casing (pipe) 
that may extend above ground, 
or for a hole in the ground with 
no apparent bottom. Some 
abandoned wells have concrete 
or brick casing extending above 
ground or a windmill with 

missing blades. Abandoned 
or deteriorated well casings or 
pipes may be cut off at ground 
level, posing an additional 
threat.

• Wells are “abandoned” 
when they are not in use, as 
defined by Texas Occupations 
Code, Section 1901.255.

• A “deteriorated” well is a 

well that is causing or likely to 
cause pollution of any water 
in the state, including ground-
water.

Under Section 1901.255 of 
the Occupations Code, aban-
doned or deteriorated wells 
must be plugged or brought 
into compliance within 180 
days of a landowner learning 
that they have an abandoned 
or deteriorated well on their 
property.

Landowners are responsible 
for abandoned or deteriorated 
water wells on their property. 
If a well needs to be plugged, 
they may plug the well them-
selves (in compliance with 
Title 16, Texas Administrative 
Code, Section (76.104 Capping 
and Plugging Wells Standards) 
or hire a well driller or pump 
installer licensed by TDLR to 
plug the well or bring the well 
into compliance.

If a landowner chooses to 
plug the well themselves, they 
are required to plug the well 
in accordance with TDLR’s 
well plugging specifications 
(https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
wwd/wwdspecs.htm) and 
submit a State of Texas Plug-
ging Report to TDLR within 30 
days from the date the well was 
plugged.

To avoid problems in the 
future, landowners should 
install a locking well cap or 
sanitary well seal – not just a 
cover over the well – to prevent 
unauthorized use or entry into 
the well. Septic systems should 
be pumped and inspected as 
often as recommended by the 
local health department. Care 
should be taken when mowing 
or working near the well.

Abandoned water wells a danger to animals, humans

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

YOAKUM – As Labor 
Day approaches, 
TxDOT is reminding 
all Texans about the 
dangers of drunk 
driving. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration has 
announced an increased 
enforcement period 
from Aug. 18 to Sept. 4. 
Texas law enforcement 
agencies are among 
those that will increase 
their efforts to pull over 
motorists suspected of 
drunk driving. 

“Too many people 
are killed on our roads 
each year—especially 
during holidays—due to 
impaired driving. These 
crashes are inexcusable 
and 100% preventable,” 
said TxDOT Executive 
Director Marc Williams. 
“If you spend time 
with friends or family 
and decide to drink, 
make the right decision 
and plan ahead for a 
sober ride by taking a 
rideshare, taxi, public 
transit or designated 
driver.” 

The harsh reality is 
people continue to 
choose to drive after 

drinking. Last year, 
there were 345 DUI-
alcohol related traffic 
crashes over the Labor 
Day holiday weekend 
alone, resulting in 20 
fatalities and 62 serious 
injuries. Over the course 
of the year, a person 
was killed every 7 hours 
and 17 minutes in Texas 
because of a DUI-
alcohol-related traffic 
crash, resulting in 1,203 
people losing their lives. 

The increased 
enforcement period 
comes as a new law 
is set to take effect 
on Sept. 1 that will 
require someone 
convicted of intoxication 
manslaughter to pay 
child support if they 
kill a parent with young 
children. 

Erin Crawford Bowers 
was six-months old 
when her parents were 
killed by a drunk driver. 
She is now a married 
mother of two living 
in New Braunfels. She 
is sharing her story 
across Texas to prevent 
other families from 
experiencing the same 
tragedy. 

“I just wanted my 
father to walk me down 
the aisle or my mom 
to be there when I had 

babies,” said Bowers. 
Drive Sober. No 

Regrets. is a key 
component of 
#EndTheStreakTX, a 

broader social media 
and word-of- mouth 
effort that encourages 
drivers to make safer 
choices while behind 

the wheel to help end 
the streak of daily 
deaths. Nov. 7, 2000, was 
the last deathless day on 
Texas roadways. 

TxDOT, police step up effort to curb drunk driving
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE 

The GONZALES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT will hold a public meeting at 5:30 PM, August 
28, 2023 in East Avenue Admin Building, 1615 Saint Louis, Gonzales, Texas. The purpose of this
meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. 
Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not 
exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same 
information and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
Level of Maintenance &
Operations Revenue &
Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

$0.9185 

$0.6907 

$0.7331 

$0.0698 

$0.0564 

$0.0916 

$0.9883 

$0.7471 

$0.8247 

$9,517 

$8,774 

$9,414 

$2,006 

$2,752 

$2,844 
*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value. 

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval 
at an election is $0.8280. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the 
voter-approval rate of $0.8280.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment:
 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $13,435,973 
  
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $0 
A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service. 

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Maintenance Tax
School Debt Service Tax
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences
Average Taxable Value of Residences
Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value
Taxes Due on Average Residence
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year
$157,614 
$107,811 
$0.9883 
$1,065.50

This Year
$171,018 
$60,835 
$0.8247 
$501.71 
$-563.79

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*  $17,970,000

*Outstanding principal.

*Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

$0.7331/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations) 
$0.0916/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness) 

Total appraised value* of all property

Total appraised value* of new property**

Total taxable value*** of all property

Total taxable value*** of new property** 

$5,164,506,477

$41,658,120

$2,728,618,107

$39,880,110

$4,399,565,031

$21,214,110

$2,285,332,137

$20,593,339

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding 
fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is 
indicated for each of the following expenditure categories:
 Maintenance and operations  6.24 % increase
 Debt service  60.75 % increase
 Total expenditures  8.80 % increase

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access 
information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public 
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

$24.57, or 6.05 percent.
The total tax levy on all prop-

erty in the county is increasing from 
$13,972,697 last year to $14,087,015 
this year — an increase of $114,318, or 
0.82 percent. Of that amount, $120,790 
is tax revenue to be raised from new 
property added to the tax roll this year. 

Commissioners will hold a public 
hearing at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 5, in 
the Commissioners Courtroom at the 
Gonzales County Courthouse on the 
budget for fiscal year 2023-24.

BUDGET AT A GLANCE
The proposed budget calls for 

general fund expenditures of 
$17,491,956.66, an increase of 
$1,101,626.83, or 6.7 percent, above 
last year’s general fund budget of 
$16,390,329.83. The majority of that 
increase comes from a salary increase 
of $1.50 per hour, or $3,120 per year, 
across the board for full-time county 
employees.

There are also increases for longev-
ity pay as well as for increases for the 
cost of supplies due to inflation. The 
general fund is expected to generate 
$14,404,526 in revenue for the upcom-
ing year, an increase of 14.8 percent or 

$1,857,286, above the $12,547,240 that 
was generated last year.

Gonzales County has also budgeted 
an overall total of $6,952,020.52 for 
road and bridge expenditures, which 
includes salaries, capital outlay, 
supplies and money for right-of-way 
acquisition and maintenance costs. 
Last year, Gonzales County budgeted 
$6,598,756.56, so this year’s budget 
represents an increase of $353,263.96, 
or almost 5.35 percent.

While supplies and materials 
have gone up due to inflation and 
the expenses also include the 
salary increase of $1.50 per hour 
per road and bridge employee, the 
commissioners also increased the 
amount funded to Precinct 2 from 
$1,737,971.19 to $2,076,427.10. There 
are modest increases to both the 
Precinct 3 and Precinct 4 expenditure 
budgets, while the Precinct 1 budget 
has decreased from $1,933,524.19 to 
$1,781,482.10.

Gonzales County has budgeted 
revenue of $5,280,036 for the road 
and bridge fund for fiscal year 2024, 
compared to the $5,934,407 that was 
budgeted in 2023 — a decreased of 
$654,371 in revenue.

BUDGET 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It has been nine 
years since Gonzales 
ISD held a bond election 
to address major facil-
ity improvements and 
renovations,” said Avel-
laneda. “The proposed 
projects included in the 
propositions will address 
improvements at existing 
campuses that will serve 
the needs of our students 
and staff.” 

The district received 
valuable input from 
citizens, business leaders, 
parents, school admin-
istrators and teachers to 
prioritize the district’s 
current and future needs. 
After several listening 
and meeting sessions and 
garnered input through a 
survey, the Bond Com-
mittee and the Gonzales 
ISD Board of Trustees 
concluded with the final 
recommendations for 
two separate propositions 
in the bond proposal.

“We are grateful to the 
Board and our commit-
tee members for their 
continued commitment 
to our students and staff,” 
said Superintendent 
Avellaneda. “The conser-
vative bond proposal will  
address the growing de-
mand for CTE and other 
innovative programs, 
make upgrades to im-
prove safety and security, 
and address deficiencies 
identified in our facilities 
while remaining fiscally 
responsible and good 
stewards of taxpayer dol-
lars.”

During the discussion 
phase of the bond, the 
district originally had a 
third proposition for a 
construction of a new 
high school, but school 
board members gave 
their opinions about 
why they didn’t put in all 
three proposition in the 
November election.

An estimated amount 
provided to Gonzales ISD 
by Region 13 consultants 
reveals that a new high 
school build is approxi-
mately $144 million, just 
shy of reaching the bond 
capacity for residents of 
Gonzales.

“Building a brand-new 
school could potentially 
put the district and its 
taxpayers in a challeng-

ing situation, the district’s 
bond capacity is $207 
million and the addi-
tion of a new high school 
would cost $144 million,” 
Avellaneda said. “The 
combination of three 
propositions would put 
us at $206 million. By 
removing the addition of 
a new high school, this 
approach prevents over-
extension of the district’s 
bond capacity, while 
safeguarding the interests 
of the community.”

“I know the need for a 
high school and I know a 
lot of the younger genera-
tion, they’re really want-
ing the stadium,” board 
member Josie Smith-
Wright said. “I would love 
to be able to afford all 
three. But I’m terrified, 
just like a lot of us are, for 
our bond to be maxed out 
at $209 million and then 
we have no money left.”

Board member Gloria 
Torres said she wanted 
to add the high school 
proposition, but will 
support what the board 
decides.

“I think it’s good if 
we’re looking at some of 
the improvements now 
for the high school., so 
eventually Junior High 
can move over there and 
we can move forward,” 
board Member D’Anna 
Robinson said.

Robinson added she 
doesn’t want the new 
high school completely 
off the table and the dis-
trict needs a new one.

“Like Ms. Smith-
Wright, I don’t want us 
to cap ourselves out and 
then be in trouble with no 
extra funding,” Robinson 
said.

Board President Ross 
Hendershot III said he 
appreciates all the com-
ments from the board 
members about this 
move, and he added he 
shows support for all the 
propositions, but will 
have to move forward 
with administration’s 
recommendations.

“I think it’s important 
that we continue forward 
and develop a timeline 
and a plan and actually 
go through some of the 
architecture and plan-
ning to put a date to 

that timeline and look 
forward to that additional 
campus in the future,” 
Hendershot said.

The board voted unani-
mously, 7-0, to approved 
the bond election at 
presented. The poten-
tial $95 million bond is 
estimated to require a 
property tax increase of 
15.27 cents per $175,000 
valuation, this translates 
to an increase of roughly 
$114.53 per year or $9.54 
per month.

Voters will decide No-
vember 7 whether to ap-
prove Gonzales ISD’s $95 
million bond proposal.

The last day to register 
to vote for the Nov. 7, 
2023 election is Tuesday, 
Oct. 10. Early voting is 
Monday, Oct. 23 through 
Friday, Nov. 3. The ballot 
will allow voters to vote 
“for” or “against” the two 
measures.

In other board busi-
ness, the board approved 
the following agenda 
items:

• approved Construc-
tion/Renovation associ-
ated with the current 
lease agreement of the 
Pace building located on 
N. Fair Street.

• approved a Resolu-
tion Establishing Shared 
Services with the GISD 
Education Foundation.

• approved to Autho-
rize the Superintendent 
to Sign the Legal Services 
Retainer Agreement with 
Walsh Gallegos Trevino 
Russo & Kyle P.C.

• approved the List of 
Teacher Appraisers and 
Appraisal Calendar for 
the 2023-2024 school 
year.

• approved Meal Prices 
for the 2023-2024 School 
Year.

• approved the TEA 
Staff Development Waiv-
er Minutes Application 
and Additional Campus 
Operational Minutes.

• approved an Agree-
ment for the Purchase of 
Attendance Credits (Op-
tion 3 Agreement) and 
to Delegate Contractual 
Authority to the Superin-
tendent.

• approved a Notice of 
Public Meeting to Discuss 
Budget and Proposed Tax 
Rate.

BOND 
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Gonzales County 
Sheriff ’s Office

08/06/23 – 08/12/23

08/09/23
• Aguilar, Cipriano, Jr 

 06/1969, San 
Antonio: Warrantless/
On-View – Driving while 
Inv w/prev conv/susp/
w/o Fin Res, Released - 
$1,500 Bond

08/10/23
• Wood, Erik Clayton, 

11/1987, Gonzales: Other 
Agency Hold – Unl 
Carrying Weapon, 
Released - $2,500 Bond

• Acosta, Joseph 

Christopher, 01/1983, 
Lockhart: Commitment/
Sentence – Poss CS PG 
1>=1G<4G, Released – 
Work Release

• Ogg, Dustin Blaine,  
05/1994, LaGrange: Local 
Warrant – Man Del CS 
PG 1<1G, Local Warrant 
– Man Del CS PG 
1>=1G<4G, Remains in 
Custody

08/11/23
• Izaguirre, Pedro Jr, 

07/1982, Yoakum: 
Commitment Sentence – 
Engage in Organized 
Criminal Activity, 
Released – Weekender 

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agen-
cy arrest and processings:

GCSO 05
DPS  00
GPD  03
WPD  00
NPD  01
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  04

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS

Visit us online: Gonzalesinquirer.com

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER 

The University of Hous-
ton-Victoria hosted a 
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny Tuesday morning to 
officially begin construc-
tion on the university’s 
new Health and Wellness 
Center. 

The UHV Health & 
Wellness Center will be 
located at the corner of 
Ben Wilson and Red River 
streets across Ben Wilson 
Street from Dairy Queen. 
The 38,864 square-foot 
building will offer UHV 
students, faculty and 
staff a place to safely 
participate in fitness and 

wellness activities. It also 
will be home to a 5,500 
square-foot walk-in clinic 
run by DeTar Healthcare 
System. The building is 
projected to be complet-
ed in the spring of 2025. 

In addition to the clinic, 
the center will have a 
variety of spaces for physi-
cal and health-oriented 
activities. The first floor 
will house two indoor bas-
ketball courts that can also 
be used for volleyball and 
pickleball, a strength and 
weight training area, locker 
rooms, and two multi-
fitness rooms for athletics 
classes. The second floor 
will feature a padded track, 
a group fitness area, a 
cardio fitness area, well-

ness rooms for meditation 
or mental relaxation, and 
a functional fitness area 
for more intense workout 
programs. 

The building was fund-
ed through a student fee 
that UHV students voted 
to approve in December 
2018. UHV also received a 
$2 million grant from the 
M.G. & Lillie A. Johnson 
Foundation – the biggest 
gift in the university’s 
history – to help build out 
the areas that will be used 
for health education. 
UHV students will be 
able to use the building’s 
athletics facilities for free. 
The university’s employ-
ees can use the facility for 
a small fee. 

Leaders of the University of Houston-Victoria and DeTar Healthcare System participate Tuesday 
in the groundbreaking ceremony for the university’s new Health & Wellness Center. From left 
are UHV mascot jaX; Chance Glenn, UHV provost and vice president for academic affairs; UHV 
President Bob Glenn; and Bernard Leger, DeTar Healthcare System CEO. The building will be 
located at the corner of Ben Wilson and Red River streets and will be across the street from Dairy 
Queen.

UHV breaks ground on 
new health, wellness center
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More Than You Expect!

High Tech Without 
the Hard Drive

Did you know? The Jane Johnson Women’s Imaging Center at Gonzales Healthcare 
Systems performed more than 1,500 digital mammograms last year! In addition to state-
of-the-art digital 3-D mammography, our Diagnostic Imaging department offers a wide 
range of advanced diagnostic imaging services – including ultrasound, bone densitometry, 
fluoroscopy, CT, MRI and X-ray – right here, close to home. Our department is staffed by 
qualified radiologists and our expert team of imaging technologists is specially trained 
and licensed by the Texas Department of Health. It’s all part of our commitment to 
provide every patient with a level of healthcare excellence that exceeds expectations.

To more information about advanced diagnostic services,
visit gonzaleshealthcare.com or call (830) 672-8499.

are still four months left to go 
in the calendar year.

Unfortunately, both Nixon 
and Smiley saw a decrease 
in sales tax revenue for the 
month despite it being one 
where allocations were based 
not just on sales made in June 
by businesses that report tax 
monthly, but also on sales 
made in April, May and June by 
quarterly filers.

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar sent cities, counties, 
transit systems and special 
purpose districts $1.2 billion 
in local sales tax allocations for 
August, 2.8 percent more than 

in August 2022.
For the month of August 

2023, Gonzales County mu-
nicipalities received a com-
bined $347,655.30 in sales tax 
allocations, up just $8,031.35 
or 2.36 percent more than the 
$339,623.95 received during 
August 2022.

For the year, county mu-
nicipalities have received 
$2,544,134.50, an increase 
of $128,273.45 or 5.31 per-
cent above the $2,415,861.05 
received through the first eight 
months of 2022.

Sales tax allocations for 
Gonzales, the largest city in 

the county which generates 
the lion’s share of sales tax 
revenue, were $299,398.99, up 
$7,519.94 or 2.57 percent above 
the $291,879.05 received dur-
ing August 2022.

For the year, the city has 
received $2,155,316.17, up 
$53,790.09 or 2.55 percent, above 
the $2,101,526.08 received at this 
same point in 2022.

Waelder received a total of 
$10,722.64, up 80.63 percent or 
$4,786.47, above the $5,936.17 
received in August 2022. For 
the year, Waelder has received 
$92,153.64, up $40,972.07, 
or 80.05 percent, above the 

$51,181.57 received at this 
point in 2022. The city has 
smashed the record $84,776.57 
it received in all of 2022 and 
still has allocations coming in 
September, October, November 
and December.

Sales tax receipts for Nixon 
were $34,703.39, down $484.34, 
or 1.37 percent, below the 
$35,187.73 received in Au-
gust 2022. The city received 
$1,302.20 less in August than 
it did in July, which included 
sales taxes collected during the 
Feather Fest on Cinco de Mayo 
in May.

For the year, the city of Nixon 

has received $271,092.22, up 
$31,535.02, or 13.16 percent, 
above the $239,557.20 received 
at this same point last year.

Finally, Smiley’s sales tax 
receipts were $2,830.28, down 
$3,790.72, or 57.25 percent, 
from the $6,621 received in 
August 2022. For the year, the 
city has received $25,572.47, up 
$1,976.27 or 8.37 percent above 
the $23,596.20 received in the 
first eight months of 2022.

Three cities in Gonzales 
County — Gonzales, Nixon and 
Waelder — collect a 1.5 percent 
sales tax rate, while Smiley 
collects a 1 percent sales tax.

TAX 
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SALES TAX ALLOCATIONS

No reason was given for why 
Henderson is no longer working 
for the Chamber.

Baker said Chamber member 
and marketing specialist Martha 
Jimenez will serve as interim 
director during the transitional 
period until a new director is 
hired.

“Martha Jimenez will be 
serving as interim to fulfill the 

duties of Executive Director 
for the time being,” Baker said. 
“Some of you may remember, 
Martha is no stranger to serving 
our Chamber in this capacity. 
She was a great asset during 
our transitional period between 
Brad’s exit and Melissa’s hiring. 
Martha is very knowledgeable 
of the Chamber’s day-to-day 
operations, familiar with our 

members, and experienced in 
working with our Come and 
Take It Committee.

“As we know, transitions and 
staffing changes can see some 
challenges, but they’re part of 
moving forward. We are excited 
to move forward and take the 
Chamber in a positive direction 
to strengthen it as an asset to its 
members, the community and 

visitors that come to spend time 
in our city.”

Baker said he and the 
Chamber board “will do our 
best to keep you informed of 
progress moving forward as 
we begin recruiting efforts and 
open the executive director 
position for applicants. Please 
feel free to reach out to me with 
any questions you might have.”

CHAMBER 
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“I really would 
recommend to go with 
that. It’s not like it’s a 
huge increase. The tax 
rate is still decreasing 
from last year. In 2017, 
we were at 27 and a half 
cents. I’m proposing y’all 
go to 29 cents 0.2938.” 
Zella said.

Zella added that 
everything is increasing 
due to inflation, from 
bids and cost of living, 
and she added it’ll not 
increase the tax rate.

The vote Thursday 
was at deadlocked at 2-2 
with Mayor Steve Sucher 
and Councilwoman 
Sherri Koepp voting for 
the voter approval tax 
rate and Councilman 
Lorenzo Hernandez and 
Councilwoman Ronda 
Miller voting against it.

Miller said last year 
she asked for a no 
new revenue tax rate 
and made the motion 
to approve that with 
Hernandez agreeing with 
her.

The council would 
return to vote on this 
agenda item in the 
budget workshop 
meeting Monday, Aug. 14  
with Kridler present.

The council approved, 
3-2, for the voter approval 
tax rate; Sucher, Koepp, 
and Kridler voted 
yes, and Miller and 
Hernandez voted no.

In other business, the 
council approved the 
following agenda items:

• approved Closing 
out Grant #7220052-
2020-DRP from the 
Texas Department of 
Agriculture (TDA) in 
the amount of$500,000 
for Sidewalk and Street 
Improvements on and 
around Texas Heroes 
Square.

• approved Authoriz-
ing the City Manager to 
submit, and accept if 
awarded, an application 
and associated docu-
ments to the Public Safety 
Office, Criminal Justice 
Division, through the Of-
fice of the Governor, for 
up to $160,000 in Op-
eration Lone Star Grant 
Funds, for the Purchase 
of a police vehicle, one 
drone and overtime for 
the Police Department.

• approved Authorizing 
the City Manager to Ex-
ecute a Purchase Agree-
ment for the Purchase of 
a Chevrolet Tahoe SSV 
4x4 for the Fire Depart-
ment in the amount of 
$75,929.

• Authorizing the City 
Manager to negotiate 
and execute a License 
Agreement with Linda 
Gay Wood Drake granting 
the use of certain tracts of 
land as described within 
said agreement.

• approved the removal 
of tree on the southern 
portion of Independence 
Square east of the Fire 
Station.

RATE 
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