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Proud to Support Area Sports Teams

INTERNET  I  ELECTRIC  I  HOME

COMMUNITY MATTERS 
For more than 77 years, GVEC has been a source for reliable, affordable 

power. But we’re more than just electricity. We have a heritage rich in giving 

back to our communities through safety education, youth programs, and 

supporting community development. When it comes to everyday life in the 

Guadalupe Valley, GVEC is your kind of power.

If you’re not familiar with 
everything GVEC has to offer, 
please visit www.gvec.org or call 
us at 800.223.GVEC.

SUPPORT 
& GUIDANCE
in your time of sorrow

We provide complete 
funerals, cremations 

and memorial services, 
helping you handle all the 
details of your loved one’s 
fi nal arrangements with the 
utmost care and dignity.

Buffi  ngton 
Funeral Home

424 Saint Peter, Gonzales
 830-672-3322

For immediate assistance, please contact us for a free consultation at 
830-672-3322 • www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

Now off ering preplanning services.

Have a fun 
and safe season!



Last season, prognosticators pegged the Apaches as the fifth 
best team in District 10-4A2, one slot away from the playoffs. 
After finishing the district season 2-3, 5-5 overall, the Apaches 
took fourth, ultimately losing in the bi-district round to Lorena 
who finished the season 8-4.

This season, Gonzales is picked yet again to miss the play-
offs, with even one predictor claiming the Apaches may  
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By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

Aug. 18
Yoakum (Scrimmage)

Away
TBD

Aug. 25
Beeville (Scrimmage)

Home
7 p.m.

Sept. 1
Orange Grove (Cheer Camp)

Home
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 7
Austin Crockett

Away
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 15
Navarro (Homecoming)

Home
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 22
Cuero
Away

7:30 p.m.

Sept. 29
Uvalde
Away

7:30 p.m.

Oct.6
OPEN

Oct. 13
La Grange (Flames Camp)

Home
7:30 p.m.

Oct. 20
Columbus

Away
7:30 p.m.

Oct. 27
Giddings (Little Apaches)

Home
7:30 p.m.

Nov. 3
Caldwell

Away
7:30 p.m.

Nov. 10
Smithville (Senior Night)

Home
7:30 p.m.

CHIP ON THEIR  
SHOULDER

QUICK 
LOOK

TEAM PHOTO COURTESY OF  
TOMMY COOPER PHOTOGRAPHY

APACHES SET 
OUT TO PROVE 
DOUBTERS 
WRONG

See CHIP, page 4
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2017 
ROSTER
Gonzales Apaches
1 Matthew Velasquez-Banda

2 Marvin Cardoza

3 Seth Gibson

4 Corey Anzaldua

5 Aaron Rocha

6 Eduardo Izaguirre

7 Garrett Rickman

8 Coby Rodriguez

9 Ja’Corveon Walton

10 Trevion McNeil

11 Heath Henke

12 Devin Banda

13 James Martinez

14 Kenneth Cavit

15 Sebastian Casarez

16 Jasper Jeffery

21 Kalub Carrizales

22 Contrell Smith

23 Colby Cox

24 Chris Box

25 Heber Cardona

28 Levi Hernandez

30 Domingo Garcia

32 Noah Camarillo

33 Arbreyon Dora

34 Isaac Longoria

43 Jared Esparza

44 Sergio Torres

50 Nico Anzaldua

54 Leon Williamson

55 Vicente Reyna

56 Nick Ramirez

60 Trent Wilkerson

61 Ty Oliver

66 Brandon Carrizales

68 Larry Gomez

70 Bradley Bakken

71 Clayton Boatright

72 Juan Licea

73 Alex Villa

78 Matthew Almaraz

finish with just one win.
“We’re picked fourth at the highest and 

everything else is fifth,” head coach Kodi 
Crane said. “I got a thing from Coach 
[Ross] Lassiter that predicts us to be a 1-9 
football team, winning the last game of the 
season [against Smithville]. I think our kids 
are pretty excited about that. We’re excited 
to go compete and prove all that wrong.”

That all begins with the offensive line as 
the Apaches will be returning four players 
in that unit, the team’s biggest strength.

Overall, the team returns six players on 
offense, including Brandon Carrizales, 
Nick Ramirez and Bradley Bakken on that 
front. Juan Licea is also returning, although 
he was an “all-the-time” starter, Crane not-
ed.

“That should be our strength,” he said. 
“They’re big inside — strong human be-
ings. We’re looking for outstanding things 
for them.”

Crane recounted the breakout perfor-
mance for that unit was their loss against 
Giddings last season.

“Josh Calvin rushed for over 300 yards,” 
he said. “That was the breakout game for 
our offensive line. That’s what we want to 
build on, is that success from that game last 
year.”

At running back, Apache fans will be tak-
ing a look at some new faces, as the coach-
ing staff has multiple players competing for 

that spot including Colby Cox, James Mar-
tinez and Kalub Carrizales, among others. 
Meanwhile, at wide receiver, senior Trevion 
McNeil, Matthew Velasquez-Band and He-
ber “HEB” Cardona are all returning.

“We feel like we’re going to have the op-
portunity to be better and more explosive 
in the passing game,” Crane said.

Quarterback Garrett Rickman returns as 
well as junior Marvin Cardoza, who Crane 
noted are both battling back and forth, 
competing for those starting reps.

Conventional wisdom tells you to run the 
ball with an offensive line that the Apaches 
will tout. However, Crane believes it’s going 
to take more than that to find some success 
this season on that side of the ball.

“We’ve got to be able to stretch and con-
vert the passing game,” he said. “That may 
be a little odd, because what’s our strength? 
The offensive line. But if we can’t stretch 
them, then they can pack us in the box. If 
we can’t get homeruns down the field, they 
can put more people in here. we’ve got to 
help our offensive line by having that threat 
of a passing game.”

On defense, with just four returners in 
Licea, Cox, Velasquez-Banda and Trent 
Wilkerson, the Apaches will need to find 
contributions from their younger players, 
especially at the corner position, in order 
to have success there.

The defensive front will be key for the 
team, anchored by Licea and Wilkerson at 

defensive tackle. And Crane believes if the 
team executes, they’ll be able to stop the 
run, which is what he believes is the key to 
victory.

“[We have to] force [teams] to throw the 
football,” he said. “We have a great scheme 
to do that. We just got to execute it.”

Special teams was not an issue for the 
Apaches last season. Even so, the coaching 
staff has been working on getting their spe-
cial teams unit to the point where they can 
win football games because of it, instead of 
skating by with “not losing” with special 
teams.

The Apaches have a tough schedule as 
they take on teams such as Orange Grove, 
Cuero, Navarro and Giddings. But as Crane 
mentioned earlier, the Apaches are ready to 
face the daunting task. Being picked 1-9 or 
9-1 doesn’t matter for the program. But it 
does give the athletes a bit of an extra boost 
of motivation with the fifth-place predic-
tion most are giving them.

“I think there have been some times 
where we go out and play a football team 
afraid to lose, rather than to go win a foot-
ball game,” Crane admitted. “But our kids 
have worked so hard this summer. I think 
they’re expecting to win a lot of football 
games down deep in the bottom of their 
heart. I think they are using [these predic-
tions]. We say all the time ‘is this a fifth-
place workout or a district championship 
workout’? And they’ve gone after it.”

“I think there have been some times where we go 
out and play a football team afraid to lose, rather 
than to go win a football game. But our kids have 

worked so hard this summer. I think they’re 
expecting to win a lot of football games down deep 
in the bottom of their heart. I think they are using 
[these predictions]. We say all the time ’is this a 
fifth-place workout or a district championship 

workout’? And they’ve gone after it.”

Chip
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Gonzales High School  
2017 Varsity Football

1 MATTHEW 
VELASQUEZ-BANDA

2 MARVIN CARDOZA 3 SETH GIBSON 4 COREY ANZALDUA 5 AARON ROCHA 6 EDUARDO 
IZAGUIRRE

7 GARRETT 
RICKMAN

8 COBY RODRIGUEZ 9 JA’CORVEON 
WALTON

10 TREVION MCNEIL 11 HEATH HENKE 12 DEVIN BANDA 13 JAMES MARTINEZ

14 KENNETH CAVIT 15 SEBASTIAN 
CASAREZ

16 JASPER JEFFERY 21 KALUB 
CARRIZALES

22 CONTRELL SMITH 23 COLBY COX 24 CHRIS BOX

25 HEBER CARDONA 28 LEVI HERNANDEZ 30 DOMINGO 
GARCIA

32 NOAH 
CAMARILLO

33 ARBREYON DORA 34 ISAAC LONGORIA 43 JARED ESPARZA

44 SERGIO TORRES 50 NICO ANZALDUA 54 LEON 
WILLIAMSON

55 VICENTE REYNA 56 NICK RAMIREZ 60 TRENT 
WILKERSON

61 TY OLIVER

66 BRANDON 
CARRIZALES

68 LARRY GOMEZ 70 BRADLEY 
BAKKEN

71 CLAYTON 
BOATRIGHT

72 JUAN LICEA 73 ALEX VILLA 78 MATTHEW 
ALMARAZ
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YOUTH IS NO EXCUSE

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

The youth movement has 
begun for the Gonzales girls’ 
athletics program as the Lady 
Apaches volleyball team look 
to build off last year’s bi-dis-
trict appearance.

Last season, the Lady Apach-
es as a program were senior 
heavy. But an injury early on 
forced Head Coach Bernice 
Voigt to go young, which may 
become a factor this season.

“We struggled in district 
because our senior broke her 
wrist,” Voigt said of last sea-
son’s team. “We had to change 
everything completely and go with a fresh-
man setter and readjust. It was a bad time 
to lose the setter, the quarterback of your 
team.”

Gonzales eventually made it to the play-
offs, a feat that hasn’t been accomplished 
since 2011. Despite losing in that first 

round, the young Lady Apaches gained 
valuable experience and it seems to be a mo-
tivating factor for this year’s team.

“We have a different attitude, a more positive 
attitude,” Voigt noticed. “The girls want to be 
there. There’s more excitement going on. I think 
that comes from having a little bit of a taste of be-
ing in the playoffs. They’re coming in with ‘hey 

we want to do this, we want to do this 
all the time.’”

The lineup reveals just one senior, 
Cameron Kluting, who started the 
season with an injury. With just two 
juniors on the season-opening lineup, 
Voigt will have to rely on her fresh-
men and sophomores to get Gonzales 
back in the playoffs.

“We’re strong on the outside,” Voigt 
noted, “we have more maturity. Hav-
ing [sophomore] Kiley [Allen] come 
back and set again is a strength. We’re 
still trying to tweak things but they’ve 
picked up the tempo because they’ve 
had the experience from last year. 
We’re young but we’re willing to learn, 
trying to make things happen.”

Early on, the Lady Apaches take on a tough 
non-district schedule. Voigt believes the best 
way to prepare the team is to face better com-
petition.

“Weaker teams aren’t going to help us, because 
you play down to them,” she opined. “We need 
to be challenged and I think that’s going to get 

us ready for La Vernia, Wimberley and Navar-
ro, who are all going to be strong again this year. 
We’re in a tough district, but that’s OK though.”

Indeed District 27-4A will be tough again. In 
the Texas Girls Coaches Association state volley-
ball poll released on Aug. 21, both La Vernia and 
Navarro were ranked in the top five in Class 4A. 
The Lady Apaches will need to “grow up” quick 
in order to compete against top-tier teams such 
as those two state-ranked opponents. Aggres-
siveness will be the key to winning those games.

“We have to know that we can hit the ball and 
be aggressive from the back row,” Voigt noted. 
“Our passing has gotten a lot better. But [we 
need] to know to be aggressive, knowing you 
can do it, and not play timid. Be mean, it doesn’t 
have to be a patty-cake shot over. Be aggressive 
and make them have to make the mistake and 
not you, trusting themselves.”

“It’s going to be tough for us because we’re 
young but that’s no excuse anymore,” she con-
tinued. “I told them you can go out and play 
with everybody, they just have to start believing 
more that we can do it and having more fun and 
I think they are.”

Lady Apaches  
to build  
off last  
year’s  
playoff  
bid

TEAM PHOTO COURTESY OF  
TOMMY COOPER PHOTOGRAPHY

2017 ROSTER
Gonzales Apaches
1 Chelsie Hastings

2 Kiley Allen

3 Maura Garcia

5 Cameron Kluting

5 Rachel Staggs

8 Kayley Martinez

9 Destiny Hunt

11 Hailey Riojas

13 Hayley Sample

20 Sam Barnick
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QUICK LOOK

Fehner & Son Grain Co., LP

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

830-672-3710

1519 E Sarah DeWitt Drive | Gonzales, TX 78629
Offi ce: 830-672-3515 | U-Haul: 830-672-7178

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm | Saturday: 8am - 1pm | Sunday: Closed 

APACHE EXPRESS CARE

520 Saint Paul • Gonzales
830-672-3647

www.therunningm.com

KITCHEN HOURS: 
Mon.- Fri. 11 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.  • Sat. 6-9:30 p.m.

 BAR HOURS:
 Mon. – Fri. 11 a.m. – 12 a.m. •  Sat. 3 p.m. – 1 a.m.

Aug. 8
UC Randolph

Gonzales
12 p.m.

Aug. 11
Gonzales Alumni

Gonzales
6 p.m.

Aug. 15
Yoakum & Tidehaven

Yoakum
5 p.m.

Aug. 17-19
Schulenburg 
Tournament
Schulenburg

TBA

Aug. 22
Luling
Luling
6 p.m.

Aug. 24 & 26
Cuero Tournmanet

TBA

Aug. 25
Smithville
Smithville

6 p.m.

Aug.29
Boling
Boling
7 p.m.

Aug. 31 & Sept. 2
Hays Tournament

TBA

Sept. 1
Stockdale
Stockdale

7 p.m.

Sept. 5
Shiner St. Paul

Gonzales
6 p.m.

Sept. 8
Bandera
Bandera

7 p.m.

Sept. 12
McCollum
Gonzales

6 p.m.

Sept. 15
Cuero

Gonzales
5:30 p.m.

Sept. 19
Austin Eastside

Austin
7 p.m.

Sept. 26
Navarro

Gonzales
6 p.m.

Sept. 29
La Vernia
La Vernia

6 p.m.

Oct. 3
Wimberley
Gonzales

6 p.m.

Oct. 10
Austin Eastside

Gonzales
6 p.m.

Oct. 13
Navarro

Geronimo
6 p.m.

Oct. 17
La Vernia
Gonzales

6 p.m.

Oct. 20
Wimberley
Wimberley

6 p.m.

Oct. 24
Incarnate Word

Gonzales
6 p.m.

Guadalupe Valley
Veterinary
Clinic

2004 Church St.
P.O. Box 160

Gonzales, TX 78629

Bryan Glass, DVM
Kenneth Gottwald, DVM
Kathleen Gordes, DVM

Offi ce and Emergency
830-672-8676
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Gonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

WHERE THE CATTLEMEN GO!

David Shelton 830-857-5394
Mike Brzozowski 830-857-3900
830-672-2845

HWY 90A • GONZALES
Live Broadcast - www.cattleusa.com

Working hard 
to insure quality 
service for all 
our customers.

SALE EVERY 
SATURDAY 
AT 10AM

We wish all the athletes good luck 
and have a great season!

906 St. Paul • Gonzales • 830-672-3232

We are here to serve your family
when you need help the most.

SEYDLER-HILL
FUNERAL HOME

Have a great season!!!

“Proudly Serving the Gonzales Area
for Over 100 years”

Full Service Community Bankers

SouthStarBank.com

Play hard and have fun 
– Good luck 

on a great season!
Come see us Today!

Loans up to $1,34000

Serving Texas For Over 50 Years
HOLIDAY FINANCE

830-672-6556 • 1-888-562-6588 
506 St. Paul, Gonzales

No matter what the situation
we have a loan for you.
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It’s been a slow ascension to a title, 
but the Gonzales Lady Apaches accom-
plished one of the goals they set out for 
last season as they won the District 27-4A 
title in cross-country, a year after taking 
second to La Vernia. Under head coach 
Cully Doyle, the cross-country team has 
improved year after year for the past five 
seasons he’s been with the Apaches.

“My first year here, we didn’t get out 
of district, we were trying to grow our 
team,” Doyle recalled. “Second year we 
barely missed out. Third year, we get out 
barely. We get second the next year, we 
win it the next. So I feel like we’re climb-
ing, I feel like the expectations are getting 
higher and this group of girls right here 
is the strongest that I’ve had as a group, 
depth wise, in any team that I’ve had in 
the last five years that I’ve been here.”

Now with his sixth year coaching the 
cross-country teams, Doyle believes that 
his team has the potential to become one 
of the best he’s ever been a part of.

“The next two months can determine if 
this is probably one of the best teams I’ve ever 
coached.”

On the girls’ side, the Lady Apaches will be 
returning six of their top eight runners from 
last season. The goal was to get to the regional 
meet and they accomplished just that. Unfor-
tunately, the team was unable to reach the top 
four in the Region IV-4A meet, placing sixth 
and missing out on the state cross-country 
meet as a team.

“Our goal is to take that to another level,” 
Doyle said. “We had another great summer. I’m 
really proud of the kids over the summer. The 
girls have taken their expectations and com-
mitment to a high level.”

Runners that the team will count on include 
Krystalynn Buesing, Romy Cantu, Veronica 
Moreno, Maura Garcia and Haley Garza. 

“[Buesing] is going to be a great factor for 
our program,” Doyle said. “I don’t know if she 
understand how great she can be. We’ll need 
her again [this year].”

Meanwhile, incoming freshmen such as 
Shelby Davis and Emily Moore are runners 

that the program will have an eye on to perhaps 
challenge for those top spots.

“Then we got a handful of others. Caity 
Blundell has done well, we got kids like Maraia 
Mathis who we really need. She was our sev-
enth or eighth runner at the end of the year last 
year. We really need her to step up, she’s had a 
good summer. Real excited for her. I know she 
wants to be great and she deserves to be great.”

Emily Moreno is another runner Doyle high-
lighted as one to look out for. 

Ultimately, the Lady Apaches want to create 
internal competition, so that the seven that run 
in the meet are indeed their top seven runners, 
regardless of their spots from last season.

“Everybody earns their spot in my program, 
doesn’t matter what they were last year, doesn’t 
matter what they were yesterday,” Doyle ex-
plained. “Everybody earns their spot going for-
ward and that’s been the integrity part of it and 
they respect that. I’m going to be honest with 
them. I’m going to love them to death but I’m 
going to be ultra honest with them.”

On the boys’ side, the team is excited for An-
tonio Hernandez’s prospects. 

“I can’t speak enough for him, his 
mileage, his dedication and commit-
ment. It’s been top notch,” Doyle said 
of the sophomore runner. “He quali-
fied with the team but he was the lone 
individual qualifier last year. That was 
really huge as a freshman. As a sopho-
more, he actually understand what he’s 
doing versus last year I thought he was 
just kind of running and figuring it out. 
I’m really proud of him. There’s really 
no telling how good he can be. He’s a 
very blessed runner.”

Doyle also named Keisey Ramirez, 
Juan Jordan and freshman Avery Alma-
guer as runners the team will count on 
this season.

“We’re not as deep on the guys’ side as 
I’d liked to be, but the ones that are here 
are dedicated,” he said. “That’s what I 
ask for. Cross-country is hard, mentally 
and physical. The guys are trying to get 
back to regionals. Antonio is trying to 
win the district meet as an individual. 
We’re counting big time on those guys, 
so we’re hoping for big things.”

Late in the season, the Apaches will 
be headed to Lytle for an invitation-only 

meet where top teams around the region com-
pete. 

“We were excited we got that invitation be-
cause Bandera is going to be there, defending 
regional title, defending state champion, Fred-
ericksburg is going to be there, they were third 
in the region, Boerne is going to be there, they 
were fourth in the region,” Doyle said. “Several 
other teams that are going to be there wheth-
er they are 5A, 4A or 3A, they’re going to be 
there that have been to the state meet and then 
they invited some individuals that are at the 
state meet. It’s going to be a pretty fast meet 
but it’s going to be good for us because it’ll be 
about a month before the regional meet and I 
feel like we’ll be racing some of the best teams 
in the regional at that point. [Boerne, Bandera 
and Fredericksburg] finished in the top three 
in the region and we were sixth.”

The Apaches have been trending up in 
cross-country. The girls’ team now hopes that 
this is the year they get to state. With the tal-
ent as deep as it’s been, the high expectations 
make sense.

Aug. 19
Gonzales Relays 
Independence 

Park
8 a.m.

Aug. 26
Yoakum 

Invitational
8 a.m.

Aug. 31
Schulenburg 
Invitational

4 p.m.

Sept. 9
Moulton 

Invitational
8 a.m.

Sept. 16
Lytle Invitational

8 a.m.

Sept. 21
Altair Rice Cons. 

Invitational
4 p.m.

Sept. 23
Pre-Regional Meet 

Corpus Christi
8 a.m.

Sept. 30
Nike South 

Woodlands or 
McNeil Invite 
Round Rock

TBD

Oct. 6
Seguin Starke Park 

Practice Meet
TBD

Oct. 10
District Meet at 

Stark Park Seguine
9 a.m.

Oct. 23
Regional Meet at 

Corpus Christi
TBD

Nov. 4
 State XC Meet at 
Old Settlers Park 

Round Rock
TBD

QUICK 
LOOK

MIXED COMPANY 
READY FOR
STATE
RUN

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

2017 ROSTER
Girls’ team 
Kaitlyn Banda
Caity Blundell
Madison Blundell
Krystalynn Buesing
Alicia Camarillo
Romy Cantu
Shelby Davis
Maura Garcia
Haley Garza
Mariel Huerta
Maraia Mathis
Emily Moore
Emily Moreno
Veronica Moreno
Madison Pirkle
Pricilla Pizano

Stephanie Reyna
Caitlyn Rhoads
Nieves Vera
Cassie Walker
Jordan Williams
Kayla Willis

Boys’ team
Avery Almaguer
Joshua Branch
Antonio Hernandez
Juan Jordan
Brayan Juarez
Michael Juarez
Ruben Ortiz
Alex Angel Pizano
Keisey Ramirez
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MUSTANGS AIMING 
AT DISTRICT TITLE

JANICEK INSURANCE 
AGENCY, INC.

“We’re Here For You”

THREE OFFICES LOCATED 
Janicek Insurance Agency, Inc. | 830.587.6261 | Smiley, TX 78159

Nixon Insurance Agency, Inc. | 830.582.1581 | Nixon, TX 78140
Janicek Insurance Agency, Inc. | 830.996.3148 | Stockdale, TX 78160

AUTO - HOME - FARM - LIFE - COMMERCIAL
101 S. Liberty Ave.

Nixon, Texas

GO MUSTANGS!

Gonzales Inquirer   |   10   |   Fall Sports 2017



Gonzales Inquirer   |   11   |   Fall Sports 2017

USTANG
Nixon-Smiley was picked to go 

fifth in District 15-3A2 last season 
and ended the season as district 
runner ups. This season, head coach 
Carlton McKinney sees that the dis-
trict is about as wide open as it was 
last year, yet prognosticators again 
have the Mustangs slotted as fifth 
best, missing the playoffs. What 
some may consider as disrespect, 
McKinney sees it as bulletin-board 
worthy.

“I think it plays well for the kinds 
of kids that we have,” McKinney in-
sisted. “I think it’s always been bene-
ficial to us to be the chaser instead of 
being chased.”

Nixon-Smiley’s success doesn’t 
come because they’re overly talent-
ed, the head coach admitted. Rather, 
it’s using bulletin-board material — 
such as being picked to miss the playoffs — that 
motivates the team to maximize their talent on 
the field.

“Our biggest opponent is us,” McKinney. “If 
we continue to work hard each and every day 
… some team in the district is going to fight 
through it, every obstacle that’s in front of them 
they are going to find a way to get around. We’ve 
been fortunate the last few years to be one of 
those teams to have a shot at the end. I think, 
honestly, we have a better shot this year of reach-
ing that ultimate goal. We’ve been fourth place, 
we’ve been third place, we’ve been second place. 
Well, these kids deserve the opportunity to be 
first place and I think they got an opportunity 
this year and we’re excited about it.”

The Mustangs’ advantage this season will be 
their skill position kids. Several of their backs, 
both on offense and defense, returned. However, 
the team will be inexperienced along the offen-
sive and defensive lines.

“We got a pretty good senior group that set 
the tempo,” McKinney said. “If they come in and 
do what they did last year, I think we’ll be fine. 
There’ll be some bumps along the road, we’re 
learning as we go, a lot of those kids had not 
played on varsity. It’s a learning curve.”

Offensively, the team will rely on quarterback 
Colby Newman to drive the team. Other con-
tributors include Devin Hester, Daniel Rodri-
guez, Matthew Mills and Elix Carrillo.

On defense, the team will be switching to a 
4-3 formation (that is, four down linemen and 

three linebackers) under new defen-
sive coordinator Pablo Ybarro.

“We can rely heavily on those 
outside and inside linebackers, tak-
ing away the pressure off that front 
until they get a little bit better at it,” 
McKinney explained. “I think our 
scheme works well for the kind of 
kids that we have. The biggest thing 
for us is just staying healthy. We have 
some experience but it’s thin. So if 
we can remain healthy, then I think 
at the end of the day we have a shot 
just like we did last year.”

Last season the Mustangs weren’t 
able to field a junior varsity team, so 
the summer workouts were crucial 
for athletes that didn’t get playing 
time who are expected now to con-
tribute immediately.

“We have Zachary Perez who is 
going to be a freshman, Luis Perez 
who is going to be a senior, Jason 

Montoya is going to be a senior, probably our 
starting center, all those kids have done a really 
good job in the summer,” McKinney said. “They 
know we’re depending on them and our skill 
upperclassmen that have been on varsity before 
are encouraging them each and every day and 
that has been a huge positive. I’ve had kid show 
up each and every day, I think I’ve had two kids 
missed in the weeks that we’ve been here and 
that’s been a huge positive. If kids continue to 
show up and work hard, I like our chances.”

Staying healthy and “doing their job,” as McK-
inney explained, is the path toward a district 
championship. With a wide open district, the 
Mustangs believe they can be one of those teams 
at the end of the year fighting for a title.

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

Aug. 18
Shiner St. Paul (scrimmage)

Home
6 p.m.

Aug. 25
Randolph (scrimmage)

Home
6 p.m.

Sept. 1
Woodsboro 

Away
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 8
Three Rivers (Parent’s Night)

Home
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 15
Hallettsville Sacred Heart

Home
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 22
Cole (Homecoming)

Home
7:30 p.m.

Sept. 29
Falls City

Away
7:30 p.m.

Oct. 6
Open

Oct. 13
Karnes City

Away
7:30 p.m.

Oct. 20
Natalia 
Away

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 27
Dilley
Home

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 3
Poth 
Away

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 10
Stockdale (Senior Night)

Home
7:30 p.m.

QUICK 
LOOK

2017 ROSTER
Nixon-Smiley Mustangs

1 Daniel Rodriguez 

3 Chris Brown 

5 Benito Perez 

8  Elix Carillo 

9 Devin Hester 

10 Matthew Mills 

11 Josiah Montoya 

12 Colby Newman 

30 Xavier Mendiola 

32 Dominic Ramos 

34 Aaron Ramos 

44 Jason Yell 

50 Jason Montoya 

53  Mateo Abrego 

54 Efren Olalde 

55 Luis Vasquez 

60 Luis Perez 

65 Zachary Perez 

73 Devon Lopez 

77 Jaren Mendez

TEAM PHOTO BY JOSÉ TORRES/GONZALES INQUIRER
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REBUILDING

TEAM PHOTO COURTESY OF NIXON-SMILEY HIGH SCHOOL
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The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs 
have not seen a playoff game in volley-
ball since 2009. With a new coach and 
just one senior on the roster while also 
residing in a tough district (Marion, 
last season’s district winners lost in the 
regional quarterfinals while Schulen-
burg and Stockdale, second and third, 
respectively, lost in the second round 
of playoffs), the Lady Mustangs may 
seem like a team that’s about to go 
through another tough season.

However, watching the athletes on 
the court, onlookers can tell there’s 
something different with the team. 
New head coach Tara Wyrwich may 
have something to do with the changed 
atmosphere.

That word “new” in front of Wyr-
wich’s title isn’t necessarily fair. She 
may be new to the Mustangs, but she’s 
definitely not new to the game. 

“This is my 17th year coaching al-
together,” she noted. “I’ve been at any-
where from a 3A school to a 6A school. 
I’m used to small schools like this and 
trying to build a program from the 
bottom up. I love it. I love trying to 
do that. These girls are willing to work 
hard. They come out and they do it ev-
ery single day, their attitudes are great, 
their work ethic is amazing.”

The team has also been more aggres-
sive with their attacks, swinging hard 
every chance they can get. The Lady 
Mustangs hope to use that to their ad-
vantage this upcoming season.

What Wyrwich is now trying to in-

still is team unity that will ultimately 
lead to trust both on and off the court. 
The reasoning behind it is simple. If 
you trust your teammate, you’ll trust 
her to do their job, which means you’ll 
be able to just focus on your own re-
sponsibilities.

“We have to keep playing as a team, 
working together,” Wyrwich advised. 
“[We have to have] the sisterhood that 
I have been trying to instill in them to 
where we are tight, we are close, and 
nothing can break that bond to where 
they are on the court they have trust 

in each other and with that trust that 
they know hey whoever is to the right, 
whoever is to the left of me, they got 
that. And that way we’re not running 
over each other, trying to get a ball. We 
trust each other out on the court that 
they are going to do their job.”

Trust isn’t the only thing the Lady 
Mustangs have to worry about on 
the court. The speed of the game will 
get quicker as the season progresses. 
Therefore, the team must be moving 
at all times and understand their roles 
throughout the game.

“No matter how slow it might look 
when you’re sitting off to the side, 
there’s so much to be doing,” Wyrwich 
said. “[They have to] make sure that 
they’re not just ‘watching’ the game. 
You constantly have a job to do and 
if you’re on the net, you’re blocking, 
you’re anticipating ‘where is it going? 
Is it going to the right, left, whatever, 
is it a free ball?’ and if you’re in the 
back row, you’re covering your hit-
ter. They need to make sure that they 
understand ‘keep moving,’ there’s al-
ways something to be doing because 
it’s only going to get faster when we 
play other teams in this district that 
are better than the teams we’re play-
ing preseason. It’s going to get faster. 
We’re trying to prep for that speed of 
the game.”

Wyrwich believes her girls are 
coachable. That willingness to come 
in the gym, work hard, and prepare 
to take on any task makes “a huge dif-
ference,” she says. The Lady Mustangs 
just hopes that translates to district 
season and their first playoff berth in 
eight years.

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

Aug 4
Karnes City Scrimmage

Karnes City
TBA
JV/V

Aug 5 
Gonzales Scrimmage

Gonzales
TBA
JV/V

Aug 8
Yorktown

Nixon
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

Aug 10-12
Shiner Tournament

Shiner
TBA

V

Aug 15
Kenedy
Nixon

5/6 p.m.
JV/V

Aug 18
Runge
Runge

6/5 p.m.
JV/V

Aug 22
Nordheim

Nixon
6 p.m.

V

Aug 24-26
Cuero Tournament 

Cuero
TBA

V

Aug 29
Charlotte
Charlotte

5:30/6:30 p.m.
JV/V

Sept 1
Bloomington
Bloomington

6/5 p.m.
JV/V

Sept 5
Yoakum
Yoakum
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

Sept 12
Schulenburg

Nixon
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

Sept 15
Hallettsville
Hallettsville

6/5 p.m.
JV/V

Sept 19
Stockdale

Nixon
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

Sept 22
Marion
Nixon

6/5 p.m.
JV/V

Sept 26
Luling
Luling

5/6 p.m.
JV/V

Sept 29
Randolph
Randolph
6/5 p.m.

JV/V

Oct 3
Yoakum

Nixon
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

Oct 6
Schulenburg
Schulenburg

6/5 p.m.
JV/V

Oct 10
Hallettsville 

Nixon
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

Oct 13
Stockdale
Stockdale
6/5 p.m.

JV/V

Oct 17
  

Marion
Marion

5/6 p.m.
JV/V

Oct 20
Luling
Nixon

6/5 p.m.
JV/V

Oct 24
Randolph

Nixon
5/6 p.m.

JV/V

QUICK LOOK2017 
ROSTER

Nixon-Smiley Mustangs
2 Miranda Salinas
3 Lilliana Jenks
4 Olivia Colon
5 Kiara Andrada
7 Courtney Lopez
8 Meghan Garcia
9 Katy Tschoepe
10 Maggie Mendez
11 Autumn Rodriguez
12 Yesenia Limon
14 Faith Pullin
15 Shelby Perez

“We have to keep playing as a team, working together. [We 

have to have] the sisterhood that I have been trying to 

instill in them to where we are tight, we are close, and 

nothing can break that bond to where they are on the 

court they have trust in each other and with that trust 

that they know hey whoever is to the right, whoever is to 

the left of me, they got that. And that way we’re not 

running over each other, trying to get a ball. We trust each 

other out on the court that they are going to do their job.”
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Head coach Scott Jones took over the 
cross-country team last year, fielding a 
squad with just three runners. Now in their 
second year of the rebuild, the Mustangs 
will be running six athletes, hoping to make 
some noise at the district meet.

“It was a rebuilding year last year,” Jones 
noted, “it was the first year I had taken over 
the program so there were only three run-
ners. We were starting form scratch and now 
we have six that’s going to run for us this 
year so we’re headed in the right direction.”

Returning from last season’s team are 
Francisco Reyes and John “JT” Alvarez, 
both seniors. Now, the high school team 
adds senior Juan “Oscar” Perez, junior Je-

sus Vasquez and freshmen Joel Barajas and 
Modesto Limon.

“We definitely want to try to make it out 
of district this year,” Jones said of this year’s 
team. “We have a year under our belt now. 
We have a little bit more experience, so 
hopefully we’ll be able to make some noise 
at district.”

Schedule wise, the Mustangs have set 
themselves up with some tough meets to get 
ready for district. They started the year at 
Gonzales against over 20 teams from private 
schools to higher UIL classifications. Later 
they will head to Shiner, Yoakum and Moul-
ton where they can test themselves against 
their district opponents.

“We should be ready by the time district 
rolls around,” Jones said.

As for the goal for this year, if the Mus-
tangs can continuing growing and learning 
how to train their bodies for the long dis-
tance, then they’ll be able to find some suc-
cess in the district meet and beyond.

“They have to understand when that lactic 
acid starts to build in, they have to under-
stand how their body is going to react to that 
and get through it,” Jones noted. “They have 
to fight through that lactic acid buildup and 
just push through that because if you can’t 
work through that, that’s when the ‘piano’ 
falls on your back so we have to learn to get 
through the point.”

The Mustangs are in their second year of 
the rebuild, so there’s still much to learn, but 
the team has their eyes set at the regional 
meet.

Aug. 19
Gonzales

Sept. 9
Moulton

Sept. 16
Shiner

Sept. 30
Weimer

Oct. 7
Shiner

Oct. 11
District (Starcke)

Oct. 23
Regional Meet (TBD)

Nov. 4
State Meet  (TBD)

QUICK 
LOOK

2017 
ROSTER

Nixon-Smiley 

Mustangs

High School
John “JT” Alvarez — 

Senior

Francisco Reyes — 

Senior

Juan “Oscar” Perez 

— Senior

Jesus Vasquez — 

Junior

Joel Barajas — 

Freshman (Not 

Pictured)

Modesto Limon – 

Freshman

Junior High
Daniella Ortiz — 8th

Alexa Ortiz — 8th

MUSTANGS FACE 2ND YEAR OF  

REBUILD
By José Torres

sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

TEAM PHOTO BY JOSÉ TORRES/GONZALES INQUIRER
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SHOWING  
PROGRESS

LADY  
CATS LOOK 
TOWARD 
PLAYOFF  
RUN

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

It’s been a long time since a head coach has returned for 
their second consecutive year in Waelder Lady Wildcats ath-
letics but alas, Martha Zuniga is back and ready to push her 
volleyball team to new heights.

Consistency has been a problem for Waelder girls’ athlet-
ics in recent history. Although Zuniga downplays the impact 
she’s had, saying the “girls’ success is ultimately up to them,” 

having a head coach continue to implement her scheme and 
continue to build on it the following year is huge. In fact, you 
can already see the progress simply by looking at the roster 
size. This season, Waelder will be fielding a junior varsity 
team as well as a varsity team. In years past, the program 
only had enough to fill one squad.

“I decided to have a JV to give all my players playing time, 
so that they can improve and be able to compete,” Zuniga ex-
plained. “Having a JV team helps not only with practice but 
helps the girls who need more experience and playing time 

get it. In turn, the experience they gain on JV prepares them 
for varsity and helps the program all around as they are fa-
miliar with rotations, their positions, and it helps me know 
who I have up and coming to replace graduating seniors.”

The Lady Wildcats graduated one senior last season, so 
the team is stacked with returning juniors and seniors this 
year. Their familiarity with Zuniga as well as their “together-
ness” is a strength for the team.

See PROGRESS, page 16
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Monday Aug. 7
Runge

Home  4 p.m.

Tuesday Aug. 8
Dime Box 

Home
4 p.m.

Friday Aug. 11
La Marque

Away
3 p.m.

Tuesday Aug. 15
Austwell-Tivoli

Home
5 p.m.

Aug. 17-19 
Bastrop Tournament

Away
TBA

Tuesday Aug. 22
Victoria Home School

Home
5 p.m.

Friday Aug. 25
Fayetteville

Away
5 p.m.

Tuesday Aug. 29
Prairie Lea

Home
5 p.m.

Friday Sept. 1
San Marcos Academy

Home
4 p.m.

Tuesday Sept. 5
Louise
Away
5 p.m.

Friday Sept. 8
 McDade (JV)
Home   5 p.m.

Tuesday Sept. 12
Weimar
Home
5 p.m.

Friday Sept. 15
 Damon

Away

5 p.m.

Tuesday Sept. 19
Flatonia

Away

5 p.m.

Friday. Sept. 22
Shiner

Away

4 p.m.

Tuesday Sept. 26
Ganado

Away

5 p.m.

Friday Sept. 29
Prairie Lea

Away

4 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 3
Louise

Home

5 p.m.

Friday Oct. 6
Weimar

Away

4 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 10
Damon

Home

5 p.m.

Friday Oct. 13
Flatonia

Home

4 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 17
Shiner

Home

5 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 24
Ganado

Home

5 p.m.

“The girls aren’t expecting a new coach 
and were ready from day one,” she said. 
“They were ready to go straight into day 
one practice with knowing what was ex-
pected and what we were working on rath-
er than me having to take so much time to 
break down skills and show them. The big-
gest change was that the girls had already 
set a goal of where they want to go this 
season instead of us just being here to play. 
The girls have changed so much, they have 
a bigger sense of team unity, they are set-
ting goals for themselves daily and reach-
ing them and working hard to do so. The 
biggest change is wanting to be one team 
and to work together to reach that goal and 
setting aside personal differences. They are 
believing more in their abilities and talents 
and developing the pride it takes to be a 
student athlete. They are aware they are 
setting standards for future athletes here at 
Waelder and taking the challenge to live up 
to that.”

Waelder took advantage of the UIL re-
classification last year as the combination 
of Class 1A and 2A for volleyball allowed 
the team to advance to the bi-district 
round no matter their record. In their 
classifications, three teams advance to the 
bi-district and there were only two Class 
1A teams in their district last year. De-
spite all of that, the Lady Cats won their 
bi-district game and advanced to the next 
round, ultimately losing to Leakey in three 
sets. This season, the district adds Damon, 

a third Class 1A team to the group, which 
should provide some competition in what 
was a tough district season for the Lady 
Cats.

As for goals, Zuniga personally wants to 
see the squad improve their record from 
the year before. The athletes have set even 
higher goals for themselves.

“[They] have set the goal of winning the 
1A district and earning  that top spot in 
playoffs and making it into the state play-
off,” Zuniga said.  “I expect the team this 
year to do well and surprise a lot of teams 
with their heart and desire to play and chal-
lenge. I don’t expect the girls to win every 
game, but could they, for sure, if they put 
their mind to it and believe, the girls could 
accomplish almost anything together.”

QUICK LOOK

1 Laisha Rangel
2 Aquira Fields
4 Asiuna Ford

6 Malorie Puente
7 Kashanna Durst
9 Ashlynn Noyola

10 Ke’Shaya Moore
13 Honesty Fields

14 Brejhai Montgomery

2017  
ROSTER

Progress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

“[They] have set the goal of winning  the 1A 

district and earning that top spot in playoffs 

and making it into  the state playoff. I expect 

the team this year to do well and surprise a  

lot of teams with their heart and desire to play 

and challenge. I don’t expect the girls to win 

every game, but could they, for sure, if they put 

their mind to it and believe, the girls could 

accomplish almost anything together.”
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The TAPPS Division IV state champions are set to de-
fend their title this season with a new quarterback under 
center. The Shiner St. Paul Cardinals have been quarter-
backed by Austin Barton for four years, a player that won 
the TAPPS 2A Male Athlete of the Year award last season. 
Now that he’s graduated, the Cardinals will need to fill that 
void not only at quarterback but in the leadership role.

“It’s a lot but the thing is, the same thing would have 
been said the year before with TJ Bell and look, we had an-
other step up with the role last year,” St. Paul Head Coach 
Jake Wachsmuth said. “We’ve been very fortunate, we’ve 
had great kids, but more importantly what that says on 
the front of their jersey it seems like we got River Haynes 
and Cade Giese and Reid Yackel and River is going to be 
a senior and probably would have been a starter in most 

REIGNING, 
DEFENDING CHAMPS

CARDINALS LOOK TO FILL 
HOLES TO REPEAT FOR 
THIRD STRAIGHT TITLE

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

See PROGRESS, page 18
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2017 
ROSTER
Shiner St. Paul Cardinals

1 Jared Pesek

2 Kai Giese

4 Cade Davis

5 Gerard Nunez

7 Conor Kresta

8 Tre’Zell Jenkins-Perry

9 Dalton Jahn

10 Nathan Wagner

11 Frank Benes

12 Will Knox

15 Andrew Wagner

16 Sam Benes

17 River Haynes

20 Joseph Natal

21 Jaydon Darilek

22 Carson Reese

24 Grant Barta

26 Jacob Darilek

28 Patrick Green

32 Reid Yackel

52 Cole Brown

54 Luke Darilek

55 Ted Machacek

57 Jonathan Peters

60 Jamison Whitescarver

65 Matthew Malinovsky

66 Jack Janecek

73 Garrett Wauson

75 Weston Geiger

76 James Fikac

*italic means photo unavailable

situations had he not had [Barton] in front 
of him like that and we got some good young 
kids. I don’t worry about it because we’ve 
been real fortunate to have kids that it seems 
like when it was their turn they took over 
and they were ready for it go be their turn. 
And it’s not just football, that’s kind of across 
the board and hopefully that continues.”

“It’s a tradition. Kids are ready for their 
turn.”

Last season was St. Paul’s fourth football 
championship in six years and their sixth in 
school history (1992, 1997, 2010, 2012, 2015, 
2016). And every season, the Cardinals were 
able to face that issue of “replacing” those 
key players.

“It really doesn’t change every year,” 

Wachsmuth admitted. “Every year, regard-
less of where you were the year before, is 
new. We had eight seniors, the year before 
we had 10, next year we’ll lose eight. For the 
most part, they all contribute and this group 
will contribute. We had eight kids that we 
lost, and we lose one that started every year 
from freshmen on as a quarterback and was 
athlete of the year, so that’s a big deal. But it’s 
always fun to see how the kids come along. 
Going to take it little by little and see where 
it gets it.”

The Cardinals are in a good place in that 
they’ve had an influx of young athletes, such 
as a freshmen class that have won many 
games in the middle school level.

“It’s kind of a combination of the return-
ers and some good young kids,” Wachsmuth 
noted.

And even though the team loses some key 
contributors, the head coach believes he has 
athletes that can step up and fill the void.

“We tell the kids every year that you got 
to come out and earn it,” Wachsmuth said. 
“Maybe [it was] a little different the last 
three years with Austin because he had been 
that guy for a few years but this year we re-
ally want to try to get everybody out here 
thinking it’s anybody’s job. Obviously, we 
think [Haynes] can do some good things but 
I think we got a lot of kids that can.”

The winning tradition doesn’t end when 
players graduate. Rather, it continues 
through the efforts of the younger athletes 
stepping in to those new roles. Four titles in 
six years is hard to do. But St. Paul’s trophy 
case has shown that it’s not unattainable.

Progress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

It’s a lot but the thing is, the same thing would have been 

said the year before with TJ Bell and look, we had another 

step up with the role last year. We’ve been very fortunate, 

we’ve had great kids, but more importantly what that says 

on the front of their jersey it seems like we got River Haynes 

and Cade Giese and Reid Yackel and River is going to be a 

senior and probably would have been a starter in most 

situations had he not had [Barton] in front of him like that 

and we got some good young kids. I don’t worry about it 

because we’ve been real fortunate to have kids that it seems 

like when it was their turn they took over and they were 

ready for it go be their turn. And it’s not just football, that’s 

kind of across the board and hopefully that continues.”
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Shiner St. Paul Cardinals 
Football 2017

1 JARED PESEK 2 KAI GIESE 4 CADE DAVIS 5 GERARD NUNEZ 7 CONOR KRESTA 8 TRE’ZELL JENKINS-
PERRY

10 NATHAN WAGNER

11 FRANK BENES 12 WILL KNOX 15 ANDREW WAGNER 16 SAM BENES 17 RIVER HAYNES 20 JOSEPH NATAL 21 JAYDON DARILEK

24 GRANT BARTA 26 JACOB DARILEK 28 PATRICK GREEN 32 REID YACKEL 52 COLE BROWN 54 LUKE DARILEK 55 TED MACHACEK

57 JONATHAN 
PETERS

60 JAMISON 
WHITESCARVER

65 MATTHEW 
MALINOVSKY

66 JACK JANECEK 73 GARRETT 
WAUSON

75 WESTON GEIGER 76 JAMES FIKAC

Not pictured: 9 Dalton Jahn, 22 Carson Reese
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HOWARD’S
Nightlife

Convenience Store

1701 N. Ave E
Shiner, Texas

Where old friends meet & new 
friends are made.

361.594.4200

921 St. Peter St. 
830-672-6865

Rosalinda Gonzales, Director

Visit our website - www.ferrellgas.com

Servicing our customers in Gonzales
County & surrounding areas

1410 N. Sarah Dewitt | Gonzales | 830-672-3247 | 800-683-3455
Open Monday-Friday | Closed Saturday & Sunday

Have a great
Football Season!

BYK Additives Inc.
1212 Church Street, 
Gonzales, TX 78629

HAVE A 
GREAT SEASON!

Have a great season!

LINDEMANN
FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.

| LIQUID FERTILIZER | FEED TUBS | WEEDSPRAYING |
| AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES | LIQUID FEED |

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

s
SATURN SALES

& SERVICE
James Miller

4421 Hwy 97E., Gonzales
830-540-4285
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In her fourth year as head coach, Shiner St. Paul’s 
Kayla Natho has reached a new level of confidence in 
her volleyball team. 

Despite losing their starting middle blocker, setter 
and libero, Natho believes the Lady Cardinals are in-
deed a championship-caliber team, and that all be-
gins with taking everything she’s learned in previous 
years and using it to teach the game of volleyball to 
this group of athletes. 

“I think the biggest thing that I’ve learned from 
being here in general is patience,” Natho said. “Kids, 
they learn differently, so what makes sense to me 
might not make sense to all of them. Learning how to 
explain things, how to get my way of playing volley-
ball into their heads — sometimes I have to explain it 
three or four different ways until it finally clicks. I feel 
like as a volleyball program we’re going in the right 
direction. Are we where we need to be? Absolutely 
not. But I think that the kids are finally starting to get 

it, finally starting to get my way of volleyball.”
Last season, the Lady Cardinals went undefeated in 

district, but were ousted late in playoffs, not reaching 
their state-title goals. With a good group of seniors 
gone, Natho has spent the early portions of non-dis-
trict finding that right lineup and making sure her 
athletes are put in the best positions on the court.

“We lost a middle blocker, a setter and a libero, 
which are three very important positions, especially 
the setter and middle blocker. To me, those are the 
most skilled positions in volleyball, so those are the 
hardest to fill,” Natho explained. “But I have a solid 
group, I have seven seniors and a handful of juniors 
and those kids want to fill those spots, they want to 
get on the court no matter where it is, they want to 
help the team.”

With the amount of depth St. Paul has, fielding a 
freshman, junior varsity and varsity team, despite 
being such a small school, the Lady Cardinals have 
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“I feel like as a volleyball program 

we’re going in the right direction. Are 

we where we need to be? Absolutely 

not. But I think that the kids are 

finally starting to get it, finally 

starting to get my way of volleyball.”
See UP, page 4
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Aug. 4

Away
Shiner Scrimmage

9th/JV/V
9am

Aug. 8
Away

Yoakum
9th/JV/V

1/2/3
Aug. 11/12

Away
Bellville FaithTourney

V
TBA

Aug. 15
Home
Rice

9th/JV/V
5/6/7

Aug. 17
Home

San Marcos HCC
V
6

Aug. 17/19
Away

Tidehaven Tourney
9th/JV

TBA

Aug. 22
Away

Flatonia
9th/JV/V

5/6/7

Aug. 24-26
Away

Rice Tourney
V

TBA

Aug. 26
Away

Smithville Tourney
9th/JV

TBA

Aug. 29
Away

Sacred Heart
9th/JV/V

5/6/7

Aug. 31
Home

Bellville Faith
V
5

Aug. 31
Away

Flatonia Tourney
9th/JV

TBA

Sep. 2
Away

Flatonia Tourney
9th/JV

TBA

Sep. 5
Away

Gonzales
9th/JV/V

4/5/6

Sep. 7
Home

Sacred Heart
9th/JV/V

4/5/6

Sep. 8-9
Away

Castle Hills Tourney
V

TBA

Sep. 14
Away

St. Joe
9th/JV/V

5/6/7

Sep. 19
Home

La Grange
9th/JV/V

5/6/7

Sep. 21
Home

FaithAcademy JV/V
5/6

Sep. 26
Away

First Baptist Academy JV/V
5/6

Oct. 3
Home

FaithAcademy JV/V
5/6

Oct. 5
Away

First Baptist Academy JV/V
5/6

Oct. 9
Home
St. Joe

9th/JV/V
5/6/7

Oct. 12
Away

Faith Academy JV/V
5/6

Oct. 17
Home

First Baptist Academy JV/V
5/6

always found a way to fill the voids 
left by graduating seniors. The dif-
ference this season is Natho has 
reached a new level of confidence 
in her squad.

“When we played at Yoakum, 
there was a point in the fourth set 
where I remember standing back 
there and being absolutely confi-
dent that we were going to dig the 
ball, get a good set and attack the 
ball, get a good swing back over 
the net,” Natho recalled. “I don’t 
know if that’s ever happened, I 
don’t remember ever having that 
feeling but I think I have a group 
of kids here that want to win, they 
want to do everything that they 
possibly can to win and to be suc-
cessful. That’s our biggest strength 
— wanting to win, wanting to 
put that extra work to get the job 
done.”

The district alignment this year 
may be a bit odd for those look-
ing at the schedule. St. Paul is in a 
three-team district with Universal City First Baptist and 
Victoria Faith Academy. The Lady Cardinals will end up 
playing both those teams three times to get six district 
games in, but from Sept. 21 – Oct. 17, they will be play-
ing games against three teams, thankfully because Na-

tho scheduled a non-district game 
against St. Joe.

So how can a team like St Paul 
who has state aspirations stay moti-
vated and ready to go when playoffs 
come around?

“I’ve already talked to some 
schools on playing a warmup game, 
so hopefully that’ll work itself out. 
The biggest thing for us is to keep 
that competitive level up in prac-
tice,” Natho said. “The nice thing 
about St. Paul is we encourage kids 
to do everything, so for practice, if 
someone is not doing their job, they 
know that someone else is standing 
on the sideline ready to hop in and 
that’s always going to push the kids 
a little bit more, it’ll make them 
work a little bit harder because they 
want to be playing, they want to be 
on the court getting better.”

This Lady Cardinals team can 
truly be something special, espe-
cially in the eyes of Natho. As Shin-
er St. Paul’s trophy case fills up, Na-
tho wants to add a volleyball trophy 
to the collection. 

“I’m genuinely excited to see the girls be successful be-
cause they will be if they work,” she said. “It’s so much fun 
standing on the sidelines and seeing them work together 
and get excited and have enthusiasm to play the game of 
volleyball.”

1 Grace Irvin
2 Delynn Pesek
3 Trinity Garza

4 Sydney Grabarkievtz
5 Emma Hull

6 Kayla Malatek
7 Ashley Wachsmuth

9 Hope Kapavik
10 Riley Johnson
11 Kayla Kubenka

12 Mallory Pokluda
13 Gracey Novosad

14 Scarlett Crawford
15 Aspen Flach
22 Parker Clay

23 Christine Wagner
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“When we played at Yoakum, there was a point in the fourth set 

where I remember standing back there and being absolutely 

confident that we were going to dig the ball, get a good set and 

attack the ball, get a good swing back over the net. I don’t 

know if that’s ever happened, I don’t remember ever having 

that feeling but I think I have a group of kids here that want to 

win, they want to do everything that they possibly can to win 

and to be successful. That’s our biggest strength — wanting to 

win, wanting to put that extra work to get the job done.”
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If it’s ain’t broke, don’t fix it.
Shiner St. Paul head coach Dana 

Beal-Sestak has a plan for her cross-coun-
try teams — seemingly the same plan 
that’s worked for her long-distance run-
ners, especially a Lady Cardinals team 
that have won the state title four years in 
a row.

Competition breeds excellence. This 
year will be no different.

Returning 10 runners on the girls’ side 
and six on the boys’ side, Shiner St. Paul 
looks to repeat the success that they had 
last season as the ladies come back to de-
fend their state title and the guys improve 
on their second-place finish.

“The kids just come out, do what I ask 
them to do, they’re very dedicated and 
very competitive,” Beal-Sestak said of her 
team. “They know what we’re working to-
ward and to work for anything less is just 
not in their nature.”

On the girls’ side, competition is at its 
highest with a team of many runners. Mo-
tivation comes from within the program 

as a top-seven slot isn’t guaranteed for 
anybody. Even those with state-cham-
pionship experience need to step up in 
order to be run that race as a top-seven 
athlete.

“That’s something that helps our pro-
gram is we know that you got to [work] 
for top seven,” Beal-Sestak explained. 
“It can’t be the seven from the state 
cross-country meet. It’s got to be day in, 
day out and they come in and they work 
for that, they work to get better and they 
know that if they take a day off, some-
body in our program is going to get better 
than them.”

As for the boys’ team, the disappoint-
ment of finishing second will be motiva-
tion enough to get back to state and this 
time come home with a trophy.

“The disappointment from last year is 
going to be the driving force behind their 
work ethic and what they are going to 
accomplish this year,” Beal-Sestak said. 
“[Last year’s state meet] left a very sour 
taste in their mouth, they were not very 
happy with second place. We were proud 
of their efforts, we were proud of what 
they did, they worked hard, had a great 

season. For them they don’t see that, they 
see the fact that they didn’t win. They 
don’t realize that being number two in 
the state in your classification is pretty 
impressive.”

This season, the Cardinals are fortunate 
to have plenty of courses to run at around 
the area. From the Gonzales three-person 
relay at the start of the season to meets 
in Shiner and Moulton, the Cardinals 
are doing all they can to prepare for the 
daunting task that is the state cross-coun-
try race.

“That’s very beneficial being able to 
run challenging courses that are going to 
meet the demands of a state course every 
weekend,” Beal-Sestak said. “We don’t 
have a weekend where we take off that we 
have a course that’s not going to help us 
get better for the state course.”

All this work being put into the season, 
the Cardinals want to get that ultimate 
pay off of being named champions.

“They want to see it pay off,” she said. 
“It’s just going to be a collective effort of 
finding the right group that’s going to 
come in consistently and work and do 
things the St. Paul way.”

By José Torres
sports@gonzalesinquirer.com

Aug. 19
Apache Relays

Aug. 26
Yoakum

Aug. 31
Schulenburg

Sept. 9
Moulton

Sept. 16
Shiner

Sept. 21
Rice Consolidated

Sept. 23
Texas A&M Invitational

Sept.30
Weimar

Oct. 7
Shiner or Round Top

Oct.14
Allen Academy

Oct.21
TBA

Oct.30
State XC Meet at Waco

QUICK 
LOOK

DEFENDING THEIR TITLE…

AGAIN
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