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Hospital performs active shooter drill
By LIZ ADAMS
Gonzales Inquirer

At 10:01 a.m. on Wednesday, Gonzales 
Healthcare Systems held an active shoot-
er drill in cooperation with the Gonzales 
Police Department. Law enforcement 
vehicles were summoned to the scene 
with reports of an active shooter out-
side the emergency room. Hospital staff 
were evacuated while the situation was 
updated to include new information. 

Dispatch described an incident in which 
one female had been shot in the leg and 
additional gunfire had led to another 
victim inside the business office being 
hit in the shoulder and torso. Traffic on 
Sara DeWitt was diverted. Emergency 
responders exited an ambulance and lift-
ed a stretcher. A suspect was reportedly 
identified, and officers soon confirmed 
that the scene was secure. In less than 20 

Gonzales terminates 
Main Street director

By LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales Main Street di-
rector Liz Reiley was termi-
nated by the City of Gonza-
les on Tuesday afternoon, 
less than 48 hours 
after the comple-
tion of what she 
considered to be a 
successful Winter-
fest weekend event.

“I am pretty dev-
astated by this and 
really shocked,” said 
Reiley, who was hired as the 
Main Street program man-
ager after longtime director 
Barbara Freidrich retired in 
May 2020. “I have nothing 
bad to say about the city 
and I very much enjoyed 
my time working here.”

Efforts to reach City 
Manager Tim Patek for 
comment were unsuc-
cessful before press time 
Wednesday, Dec. 8. As city 
manager, Patek is the chief 
administrative and execu-

tive officer of the 
city and may “ap-
point, and when 
necessary for the 
welfare of the city, 
remove any em-
ployee of the city, 
except as otherwise 
provided by the 

City Charter,” according to 
his job description.

Reiley said she was 
told Tuesday a written 
complaint had been filed 
against her for an incident 

Miller bests Blakemore 
in District 4 runoff

By LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Ronda Miller has won the 
race for the 
vacant District 
4 Gonzales 
City Council 
seat, defeating 
former Coun-
cilman Dan 
B l a k e m o r e , 
197-156, in 
complete but unofficial elec-
tion returns announced Tues-
day, Dec. 7.

Miller took a 152-117 ad-
vantage after early and absen-
tee voting and then outpolled 
Blakemore, 45-39, on election 
day to claim victory.

The council must first can-

vass the election results and 
certify them before Miller 
will be able to join the rest of 
the council on the dais. Miller 

will step into 
the unexpired 
term of former 
Counci lman 
Rob Brown, 
who resigned 
in July after he 
moved out of 
the city to the 

Dallas-Forth Worth Metroplex 
for his business.

“Thank you to all who made 
this possible. I appreciate all 
who voted and all who worked 
so diligently to get the voters to 
the polls,” Miller said. “I look 

Miller Blakemore

By LIZ ADAMS 
Gonzales Inquirer 

Among the six historic 
homes of Gonzales open 
to last weekend’s tour, one 
popular stop was a two-sto-
ry white house on Mitchell 
Street. Neatly decorated for 
the season, this home pro-
vided a taste of history with 
holiday spirit. 

Visitors crowded around 
docent Lynette Slinker as 
she shared peach pie from 
a Dutch oven in front of 
the outdoor kitchen that 
J.B Wells, Sr. and his family 
once used. She described 
the process of raising corn 
and cooking it with lye to 
soften it and make hominy 
as the Wells family did in 
the 1890’s. As a member of 
the Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas, Slinker has 
often explained the ways 
life in Texas changed over 
the last century. 

Unemployment 
rate falls again 
in the county

By LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Unemployment in Gonzales 
County dropped from 3.8 percent to 
3.6 percent in October 2021, which 
once again made it the lowest rate of 
all seven counties which comprise 
the Golden Crescent Workforce De-
velopment Area, according to state 
Labor Market Information (LMI) fig-
ures released by the Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC).

For the entire Golden Crescent 
Workforce Development Area, the 
unemployment rate for October 
2021 was 4.9 percent, or just barely 
above the state average of 4.8 percent. 

GISD board aproves 
agreements with Cannon 
and Starling solar firms

By LIZ ADAMS
Gonzales Inquirer 

Following a public hear-
ing regarding the district’s 
consideration of solar 
agreements on Monday, the 
GISD board called its regu-

lar meeting to order.
Gonzales Youth Soccer 

League director Jesse Eli-
zondo spoke during pub-
lic comments on the ben-
efits of adding junior high 
school soccer, including 
future positive outcomes 
for academics and scholar-
ships.

Savannah Bland ad-
dressed GISD board dur-
ing public comments to 

TOUR BRINGS HISTORY

HomeHome  for thefor the  HolidaysHolidays

See TOUR, page 6

Sandra Mauldin welcomes 
visitors to experience 
Christmas in the 1890’s 
as visitors tour Gonzales 
historic homes.

Reiley

See JOBS, page 7

See REILEY, page 20

See RUNOFF, page 20

Long-Range Facility Planning Committee presents 
improvement plan to include recommendation for new 
high school campus. 

See GISD, page 7

See DRILL, page 20

First 
responders 

participate in 
an emergency 

drill at 
Gonzales 

Healthcare 
Systems. 

LIZ ADAMS



Special to The Inquirer

Several weeks ago, the 
Gonzales Shooting Team 
was honored to host its 
first SCTP shoot for the 
San Antonio/Austin Divi-
sion. The shoot was held at 
Moyesway Shooting Sports 
in Kingsbury, Texas.

The Scholastic Clay Tar-
get Program provides stu-
dent athletes aged elemen-
tary through college with 
a supportive environment 
where shooting sports serve 
as catalysts for teaching life 
lessons and skills that em-
phasize positive character 
traits and citizenship val-
ues.

This is the second year 
that the GST has been in-
volved with the SCTP. 
Team members were very 
excited to have a great turn-
out, with four schools with 
multiple athletes from each, 
participating in the event 
that involved a Sporting 
Clays event and a 5-Stand 
event.

Some GST highlights in-
clude: 

• Gonzales Shooting 
Team: Second Place Team 
in the Sporting Clays Event.

• Gonzales Shooting 
Team: Second Place Team 
in the 5-Stand Event.

• Kinley Cernosek, 
HOA for the event, first 
place Sporting Clays Var-
sity Individual (with a 96, 
her personal best sporting 
clays score of her shoot-

ing career!) and second 
place Varsity Female in the 
5-Stand event.

Sporting Clays Rookie 
Division:

• First Place: Colsen 
Boehm

• Second Place: Barrett 
Fehner

5-Stand Rookie Division:
• First Place: Barrett 

Fehner

• Second Place: Colsen 
Boehm

Intermediate Advanced 
Sporting Clays and 5-Stand 
Events:

• First Place: Colt Robinson
Senior JV Sporting Clays:
• Second Place: Cooper 

LaBuhn
Senior JV 5-Stand:
• Third Place: Wesley 

Manuel
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SANTA LETTERS!!!!SANTA LETTERS!!!!
Drop your Letters to Santa here 

so we can send them
off to Santa!

Official paper and mailbox  for
Santa Letters!

Drop letters off atDrop letters off at

622 St. Paul622 St. Paul
Gonzales, TX 78629Gonzales, TX 78629

or mail toor mail to
P.O. Box 616P.O. Box 616

Gonzales, TX 78629Gonzales, TX 78629

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

brought to you by

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
December 9th

Natalie Herman
Wyatt Johnson

Melissa Schauer

December 10th
DeNessa Baker

Chris Flach
E.A. Reeh

Barrett Shelton
Cherrise Wiley

December 11th
Aaron Etzler

Randy Joshua Tovar

December 12th
Lee Ann Caraway

Wence Coronado

Patrick Laredo

Sammie Malatek

Carolyn Nall

Clayton Trammell

Angel Zavala

December 13th
Jess Aleman

Lisa Goss Escobedo
Tim Markham
Keith Musick

Guy Parks
Sonny Weathers

December 14th
Katherine Gillett

Dillard Glass

Glenn Glass

Curt Ramkisson

Nancy Sanders

Tyree Schurig

Doug Walshak

December 15th
Barry Boothe

Chassidy Bryant

Angela Fonseca

Karalyn Irving

Isaac Mathis

Chad Ruddock

Richard Thiele

Catina Valenta

Lorraine WalshakOctober 23rd
Daniel & Lisa Hernandez

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

December 13December 13
66º/49º

Cloudy
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel  65

CLOUDYCLOUDY

SUNNYSUNNY

December 9December 9
81º/69º

Partly sunny and very warm
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 81

December 11December 11
73º/39º

Winds subsiding, not as warm
15% chance of rain ● RealFeel 70

CLOUDYCLOUDY

Low Clouds
8% chance of rain ● RealFeel 74

December 15December 15
76º/58º

December 10December 10
84º/65º

Clearing, very warm and humid
13% chance of rain ● RealFeel 85

December 12December 12
65°/39°

Plenty of sunshine
3% chance of rain ● RealFeel 67

CLOUDYCLOUDY

December 14December 14
74º/54º

Cloudy
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 75

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY CLOUDYPARTLY CLOUDY

Gonzales Shooting Team hosts first SCTP shoot

CONTRIBUTED
Kinley Cernosek won first place in the Sporting Clays 
Varsity Individual and second place Varsity Female in the 
5-Stand event.

CONTRIBUTED
The Gonzales Shooting Team recently hosted its first SCTP shoot for the San Antonio/
Austin Division.

CONTRIBUTED
Gonzales Shooting Team member, Coy LaBuhn, a 
Gonzales High School freshman, participated recently 
in the National Sporting Clays Championships hosted 
by the NSCA/NSSA. The competition was held in 
San Antonio at the National Shooting Complex. 
Thousands of participants of all ages were included 
in the multi-day event. Coy earned the medalist 
distinction of seventh place individual in Division 
D. We are very proud of Coy’s performance and his 
representation of our school and our community.

MEDAL WINNER

PEACH CREEK 
PUP CHRISTMAS 

PHOTO WINNERS

Peach Creek Antiques recently held a Pup Christmas Photo Contest 
on Friday, Dec. 3. Pictured are the winners of the contests. Gifts 
were donated by E-Barr Feeds, Guadalupe Valley Vet Clinic, Peach 
Creek Antiques and Tractor Supply Co.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Biggest Dog: Brenley Massie – Nala Best Overall Dog: Renee Rathmann 
— Ace

Best Dressed Santa: Stacey Garcia – Tia

Smallest Dog: Stacey Garcia – 
Doodlebug
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Graham Land & Cattle Co.
3732 U.S. Highway 183 S • Gonzales, TX
672-6504 • www.grahamfeedyard.com

December 11-12
South Texas Tours

Team Roping

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Garden
Q&A

Leaves make positive 
addition to compost
and mulch blends

Q.  The leaves from our 
Texas red oaks are falling 
on the lawn. Based on your 
articles I am all set to use 
the leaves for mulch in the 
shrub border and am going 
to combine them with our 
pulled zinnias for the com-
post pile.  The plan was set 
but then my neighbor said 
that the oak leaves had tox-
ins and were not appropri-
ate for mulch or compost. 
Why would he say that?

A. All leaves have a dif-
ferent chemistry, and some 
are more potent than oth-
ers but the leaves in our area 
are positive additions to the 
compost and mulch of our 
landscapes. Organic mate-
rial is an especially impor-
tant addition to our alkaline 
soil and high temperatures 
where organic material de-
composes quickly. It is even 
valuable to leave the leaves 
to decompose on the lawn. 
Speed up the decomposition 
by mowing the leaves. 

Q.  What is the advan-
tage of feeding suet along 

with sunflower seeds in 
bird feeders?

A. As popular as sunflow-
er seeds are to many species 
of resident and wintering 
birds in this area the suet 
attracts additional species 
that are insect eaters. In my 
landscape insect eaters such 
as orange-crowned and 
myrtle warblers, mocking-
birds, thrashers, downy and 
ladderbacked woodpeckers, 
and   kinglets are attracted 
to the suet. Use pepper fla-
vored suet and the squirrels 
will pass it up.

Q. Our zinnias have been 
great this summer bloom-
ing very well but now they 
are turning brown. Is it the 
cool weather causing this?

A. The browning is due 

to a fungal disease, powdery 
mildew. that is also related to 
the cool damp weather. It is 
finally time to pull the zin-
nias and replace them with 
snapdragons and stocks, cool 
weather flowers for full sun. 

Q. Why are some of our 
oaks losing their leaves but 
some of the same species 
still have green leaves? Is it 
a disease problem?

A. Each oak, even when 
they are the same species 
have different genetics, so 
they respond differently to 
the same weather and soil.  
It is not usually a disease is-
sue.  Sometimes there is also 
a difference in the access to 
the sun, air movement, soil 
depth, and fertility. Shrubs 
or other plants reproduced 
from the same vegetative 
source will often react more 
consistently to their local-
ized environment.  

Q. Will the herbicide 
Grass Be Gone kill the 
weed annual blue grass? 
Are there other products 
that will also work without 
hurting the Bermuda grass 
lawn?

A. Yes, if the annual blue 
grass is green and actively 
growing Grass Be Gone, 
Poast and other contact 
herbicides for grass will kill 
the weed. Unfortunately, the 
products will also kill Ber-
muda grass if it is actively 
growing. If you wait until 
the Bermuda grass is dor-
mant and brown due to cold 
weather the damage to the 
lawn grass will be minimal. 

CALVIN 
FINCH
Gardening 
Q&A

Gonzales Livestock Market
December 4, 2021
Cattle 1818
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 quality calves and 
yearlings sold steady. Less qual-
ity calves and yearlings sold 
steady. Packer bulls sold steady 
while packer cows sold steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 189-190; 300-400 lbs., 
185-188; 400-500 lbs., 169-184; 
500-600 lbs., 145-165; 600-700 
lbs, 136-141; 700-800 lbs, 121-
129.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 
80-95.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: 
Medium and large from No. 1: 
150-300 lbs., 160-165; 300-400 
lbs., 143-146; 400-500 lbs., 
139-141; 500-600 lbs., 129-137; 
600-700 lbs., 122-125.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility 
and commercial, 48-58; 
Cutters, 61-63; Canners, 32-44; 
High yielding fat cows, 54-61.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, 
good heavy bulls, 84-89; Light 
weights and medium quality 
bulls, 74-81.
Stockers Cows: $600 to $1,200. 
Pairs: $750 to $1,300.

Nixon Livestock
December 6
Cattle – 1588
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $148-158-200

300-400 lbs - $164-174-213
400-500 lbs - $146-156-201
500-600 lbs - $133-143-180
600-700 lbs - $124-134-159
700-800 lbs - $114-124-140
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $138-148-176
300-400 lbs - $135-145-200
400-500 lbs - $126-136-187
500-600 lbs - $119-129-160
600-700 lbs - $115-125-165
700-800 lbs - $107-117-125
Slaughter Cows - $22-73
Slaughter Bulls - $80-95
Stocker Cows – $460-1100
Pairs: $760-1300
Our last sale of 2021 will be on 
December 13, 2021. Our first 
sale of 2022 will be January 3, 
2022!

Cuero Livestock Market Report 
on December 3, 2021
Number of head 2,189
There were 170 cows and 21 
bulls. The market was stronger 
on both packer cows and bull. 
Tops packer cows were $12/
cwt higher while the top bulls 
$5/cwt. Market may have 
turned the corner after fall 
runs.
Once again the calf market was 
stronger across the board with 
some tops over $4/cwt higher. 
Lower qualities and large bull 
calves continue to be discount-
ed. However even the classes 
below no 1’s are showing 
increases. A definite continua-
tion of the turn up started the 
week before Thanksgivng. The 
average value of a calf was up 
over $35/head.
Packer bulls:     70.00-93.00
Packer    cows:  
canners & cutters    48.00-72.00
poor & weak    15.00-40.00
Palpated: 35 bred per hd    
    $900-$1,125
PAIRS:    1     $1,400
Steer Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs.     NONE
200-249 lbs.    164.00-194.00    
250-299 lbs.    156.00-198.00
300-350 lbs.    154.00-198.00
350-400 lbs.    150.00-198.00
400-450 lbs.    154.00-192.00
450-500 lbs.    146.00-194.00
500-550 lbs.    138.00-172.00
550-600 lbs.    139.00-162.00
600-700 lbs.    133.00-149.00
700-800 lbs.    127.00-143.00                     
Bull Calves:    (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs    150.00-195.00
250-300 lbs.     149.00-198.00
300-350 lbs.    151.00-198.00
350-400 lbs.    149.00-205.00
400-450 lbs.    156.00-191.00
450-500 lbs    150.00-186.00
500-550 lbs.    145.00-178.00
550-600 lbs.    138.00-162.00 
600-700 lbs     125.00-153.00
Over 700 lbs.    115.00-137.00
Heifer Calves:    (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.   159.00-204.00
200-250 lbs.    110.00-150.00
250-300 lbs    126.00-158.00

300-350 lbs.    125.00-198.00
350-400 lbs.    127.00-176.00
400-450 lbs.     128.00-190.00
450-500 lbs.    130.00-165.00
500-550 lbs    129.00-171.00
550-600 lbs.    127.00-160.00 
600-700 lbs.    122.00-156.00
Over 700 lbs    116.00-134.00

Hallettsville Livestock
Commission Co., Inc.
Sale date: November 30
Cattle on hand: 2233
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $46-
69
Utility & Fat Cows: $48-66
LightWeight  Canner Cows: 
$24-45
Poor/Weak: $10-25
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $88-97
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $78-87
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $63-77
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: 
None
Medium Stocker Cows & 
Heifers:  $700-1,100
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: None
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: 
$900-1,260
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: NONE
200-300 lbs.: $155-215
300-400 lbs.: $148-212.50
400-500 lbs.: $146-205
500-600 lbs.: $136-175
600-700 lbs.: $122-155
700-800 lbs.: $115-147.50
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: NONE
200-300 lbs.: $130-170
300-400 lbs.: $130-165
400-500 lbs.: $126-160
500-600 lbs.: $120-152.50
600-700 lbs.: $116-138
700-800 lbs: $110-125
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $135-190
LAST SALE 12/14/21, FIRST 
SALE, 1/4/22
The market was higher this 
week. #1 types in all weigh 
brackets sold $3 to $5 higher 
with instances $6 to $8 higher 
on light weights.  #2 and plain-
er kinds continue severely dis-
counted.
Packer cows & bulls sold $2 to 
$3 higher on 450 head total.

Seguin Cattle Co. Market Report
Sale date: December 1
Quality was very good. Stocker 
cattle a full $10 better. Packer 
cows & bulls 3-5 better.
Cattle: 702
Sheep & Goats: 969
Medium & Large Frame #1 
Steers:
200-300 lb.: $1.10-2.02
300-400 lb.: $1.43-2.00
400-500 lb.: $1.35-1.95
500-600 lb.: $1.32-1.60
600-700 lb.: $1.23-1.50
700-850 lb.: $1.21-1.37
Medium & Large Frame #1 
Heifers:
200-300 lb.: $1.00-1.56
300-400 lb.: $1.27-1.68
400-500 lb.: $1.32-2.02
500-600 lb.: $1.31-1.58
600-750 lb.: $1.14-1.65
Cows:
Utility & Commercial: $57-75
Cutters: $45-56
Canners: $35-44
Palpated Cows (Young): None
Palpated Cows (Middle Aged): 
$400-900
Cow/Calf Pairs: $350-950
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding: $80-90
Light & Low Yielding: $76-$79
Feeder Bulls: None
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies (Young): $250-370
Nannies (Thin & Old): $140-240
Kid Goats (Fat): $3.90-4.45
Kid Goats (Small & Thin): $3.20-
3.90
Wethers: $2.35-3.60
Billlies: $3.12-4.50
Pairs: None
Barb. Ewes (Young): $185-335
Barb. Ewes (Small & Old Ewes): 
$90-180
Barb. Lambs ( Fat): $3.60-4.00
Barb. Lambs (Small & Thin): 
$3.40-3.55
Wooled Ewes: None
Wooled Bucks: $2.40-2.90
Lambs: $3.20-3.60
Barb. Bucks: None

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

Green Clover 4H has busy meeting
Special to The Inquirer

The Green Clover 4H 
Club had their Novem-
ber meeting on Tuesday, 
Nov. 9, at 4:30 p.m. The 
group had their creative 
juices flowing and made 
handcrafted Thanksgiv-
ing cards for the Gonzales 
Meals on Wheels program 
to hand out alongside 
their Thanksgiving meal 

distribution to the elderly.
They also welcomed 

Becky Velasquez from 
the Legacy Ranch. Leg-
acy Ranch of Gonzales 
County, currently houses 
approximately 50-75 chil-
dren that are in the foster 
care system. The young la-
dies that are in the ‘Duds 
to Dazzle’ 4H group have 
hand cut and sewn Christ-
mas stockings for these 

kids.
The Green Clover group 

kindly asks you to partner 
with them by donating 
items, for kids of all ages, 
to fill these stockings to 
help make their Christmas 
a bit brighter.

Please contact Kamii 
Ramos, Suzanne Sexton, 
Jessie Campion or Gretch-
en Hilt to arrange dona-
tion drop off.



State lowers price cap for power 
providers

The state’s Public Utility Commission 
last week lowered the maximum allow-
able wholesale price for electricity by 
almost half, from $9,000 per megawatt 
hour to $5,000.

The move came after prices soared 
to the maximum during last February’s 
deadly freeze, causing financial havoc 
along with the widespread power out-
ages. A number of electric providers 
declared bankruptcy after being faced 
with enormous bills, including Brazos 
Electric Power Cooperative and Griddy 
Energy.

As the Austin American-Statesman 
reported, the state’s largely deregulated 
electricity market provides financial 
incentives to prompt power generators 
to deliver more electricity to the grid 
during peak demand. But those incen-
tives came with steep prices, and some 
Griddy customers received electric bills 
of nearly $10,000. Those bills were ulti-
mately forgiven under an agreement ne-
gotiated by the attorney general’s office.

Peter Lake, chairman of the PUC, said 
lowering the price ceiling will “make 
sure the people of Texas are not exposed 
to those extraordinary high prices” 
again, the Statesman reported.

However, the CEO of the state’s largest 
power generator worries the state has not 
done enough to insulate itself against an-
other deadly freeze. Curt Morgan of Vis-
tra Corp. said that while his company has 
spent $50 million this year weatherizing 
more than a dozen plants, the state still 
hasn’t ensured a reliable supply of natu-
ral gas. The Texas Railroad Commission, 
which regulates the natural gas industry, 
is still working to finalize rules that would 
set weatherization mandates. However, 
those rules would not go into effect until 
early 2023, the Texas Tribune reported.

Morgan told legislators that Vistra’s 
plants couldn’t get enough natural gas 
to run anywhere near full capacity dur-
ing the freeze.  “Why couldn’t we get it?” 
Morgan said. “Because the gas system was 
not weatherized. And so we had natural 
gas producers that weren’t producing.”

 
State to get $35 billion in 

infrastructure funds
In the next five years Texas will get 

more than $35 billion in federal fund-
ing for roads, public transportation and 
water system improvements, The Dallas 
Morning News reported. The funding 
is part of the massive infrastructure bill 
Congress passed in November to pro-
vide $548 billion in new investments 
across the country over five years.

The state’s road system got a “D+” in 
a 2021 report card from the American 
Society of Civil Engineers.

“Current funding levels and resources 
from the state’s gas tax are inadequate to 
keep up with Texas’ projected growth, 
leaving a $15 billion annual gap through 
2040,” the engineering report said.

The federal funding also includes $1.2 
billion for Texas airports, $537 million 
to replace and repair bridges and at least 
$100 million for broadband expansion, 
according to The Morning News.

Webinars explain tuition fund
The Texas Tuition Promise Fund is 

offering a series of webinars to provide 
an overview of the state’s prepaid college 
tuition plan. In addition, the webinars 
will explain scholarship opportunities 
that are available. Anyone interested can 
sign up for a webinar at www.texastu-
itionpromisefund.com/events/.

New COVID-19 cases, deaths increase
The number of new cases of CO-

VID-19 in Texas in the past week rose 
to 30,201, according to the Coronavi-
rus Resource Center at Johns Hopkins 
University — the highest level since late 
October. A total of 564 deaths were re-
ported. The Delta variant continues to 
be the dominant strain, infecting mostly 
unvaccinated Texans.

Judge blocks social media 
censorship law

A federal judge in Austin last week 
blocked the state’s social media censor-
ship law before it took effect, the Hous-
ton Chronicle reported. House Bill 20 
prohibited social media sites like Face-
book and Twitter from censoring users 
“based on their political viewpoints.”

U.S. District Judge Robert Pitman 
wrote in his ruling that the bill violates 
the sites’ First Amendment right to 
moderate content on their platforms. 
Abbott had pushed for the bill, saying 
in a Twitter video, “Freedom of speech 
is under attack in Texas. There is a dan-
gerous movement by some social media 
companies to silence conservative ideas 
and values.” The state is expected to ap-
peal Pitman’s ruling.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers in 
Texas during a 30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches 
and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texas-
press.com.
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Oh, that the inimitable Will Rog-
ers were alive today. The need 
for his disarming smile and 

positive spirit helped Americans survive 
the Great Depression. He’d go a long 
way today in bringing people together as 
mounting challenges blot out our better 
acts and kinder nature.

Even Will might not know where 
to start. An introductory rope trick 
wouldn’t help.

I think he would still contend that all 
he knows is “just what he reads in the pa-
pers,” still claiming that to be an “alibi for 
ignorance.” Today, he’d exclude a signifi-
cant number of so-called newspapers, 
and who knows what he’d do with social 
media?...

*****
I’m pretty sure he would never claim 

that all he knows springs from computer 
screens, smart phones and virtually all 
politicians. (He might even call for term 
limits.)

I’m in that crowd believing that most 
journalistic integrity resides largely in 
the hearts and minds of many traditional 
news sources, particularly the local ones.

I admit, however, that many social me-
dia platforms serve folks who are bent on 
squeezing every detail possible on many 
subjects. I’m satisfied to use it to keep up 
with friends and former students across 
a 40-year career in higher education, 
plus glean occasional bonuses of laughs 
and/or inspiration….

*****
Successfully crediting social media 

sources is difficult. Often, the best we 
can hope for is giving credit to whom-
ever posts items, original or not.

Following is a Facebook post by for-
mer WFAA-TV news anchor, Dr. John 
McCaa, who was to a region what Wal-
ter Cronkite was to the nation. He was a 
no-nonsense news personality, worthy of 
trust and admiration.

His humanity shone through with a 
winning smile, and his posts are from the 
mind of a trusted news authority. Many 
of them elicit thigh-slapping laughter. 
Here’s a caption he recently posted under 
a dog photo: “After listening to his owner 
drone on for hours, Ralph decided he 
wasn’t cut out to be a support dog after 
all.”…

*****
Gone are the days when friends 

greet us with, “Have you heard the joke 
about?” I don’t remember the last time a 
friend shared one. 

What people say and do continue to 
be worthy of smiles. For example, during 
my growing up years, sand laden with 
uranium was credited for being a cure-
all. Folks hurried to locales far and wide, 
eager to rent “sitting spots” in the storied 
sand. The best sand, many contended, 
was miles away, sometimes in contigu-
ous states.

And whatever happened to Aggie 
jokes? Some of them annoyed a few 
Texas A&M graduates who thought the 
jokes were “rotten to the corps.” Analysis 
of Mississippi State’s recent upset of the 
Aggies in football led to responses that 
could become Aggie jokes….

*****
One die-hard fan thinks the loss may 

be attributed to Coach Jimbo Fisher’s 
mental acuity being compromised be-
cause he recently received the CO-
VID-19 vaccine. He contends that the 
vax sometimes increases mental fog and 
confusion.

Most studies reveal, however, that 
such lingering “brain fog” is limited to a 
few recovering COVID-19 patients.

All I know is that the list of excus-
es used for game losses continues to 
grow…..

*****
The longer I live the more I realize that 

on my “know and don’t know” scales, the 
latter is the heavy weight.

This Thanksgiving, I am thankful to 
the Almighty for sparing my life, and 
for my family, defibrillators, stents and 
health care professionals. I’m comfort-
ed by memories of folks who made the 
world a better place, including Will Rog-
ers, Dr. Billy Graham, Kate Smith and 
Dale Carnegie. Finally, consider this car-
toon showing a little girl with a sobering 
question at her Thanksgiving feast. “Why 
can’t we be this thankful every day?”…

*****
 Dr. Newbury is a longtime university 

president who continues to speak and 
write. Contact him at 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. Face-
book: Don Newbury. Twitter: @donnew-
bury

Tax revenue generated by solar 
farm seems ‘neighborly’

Dear editor,
A few weeks ago I read a Letter to the 

Editor from a Mr. Sonsel and would like to 
follow up on some of his thoughts.

As for sand blowing, most of Gonzales 
County is rural and we have dust blowing. 
As for the possible “flooding” as I recall 
Oak Creek Subdivision is on a hill. I am 
as concerned about wildlife as anyone but 
I doubt that many rural county residents 
would object to there being a few less hogs. 
We also enjoy the purple martins and have 
several nesting locations for them.

As for the solar panels producing heat 
I guess I am misinformed; I thought their 
purpose was to absorb heat and generate 
electricity. As for the glare, most solar ar-
rays I have observed are angled upward 
and I suppose at some times could cause 
some glare but then there are many things 
that from time to time could cause some 
irritation for a short intervals. I am sure the 
solar companies have considered the pos-
sibility of glare dangers and irritations.

I have recently returned to reside in 

Gonzales County with my wife. I gradu-
ated from Gonzales High School in 1963. 
My ancestors moved to Gonzales County 
in approximately 1902 and have been land 
owners in the county since the mid-1930s. 
To the best of my knowledge we have al-
ways tried to be neighborly and accommo-
dating to those around us as I believe most 
county residents are.

I feel that being a good citizen of the 
county, or nation for that matter, is to try to 
do what is of benefit to the majority of the 
citizens. As we all know you cannot please 
everyone all the time. But yes, the addition 
of solar arrays’ tangible value to the county, 
not to mention, as I understand it, signifi-
cant tax revenue which cannot do anything 
but benefit all residents of the county. That 
seems pretty neighborly to me.

From what I have read, the property tax 
would increase approximately 250 times 
over the agricultural assessment. If the citi-
zens of the county do not want this I see it as 
offering an employee who you pay $20 per 
hour a raise to $1,000 per hour and they say, 
“no, I’m satisfied with the $20.” I guess ev-
eryone gets to make their own choice.

William K. (Bill) Knox
Gonzales

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Capitol
HIGHLIGHTS
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The kids on Holly Lane built 
these four snowmen. 
Can you figure out who 
made each of these snowmen?

Kayla’s snowman is between 
Jordan’s snowman and Greg’s 
snowman. Sophie’s snowman is 
next to Jordan’s snowman. Greg’s 
snowman is not the largest.

Draw the snowman that should come next in each row to continue the pattern.

How many snowmen can you find in this puzzle?

Whoops! This 
snowman lost his 

head. Can you 
�nd it?

Chill out with this cool collection of brrrr-ain teasers.

Cross out the words that rhyme with FREEZE.

“TREES YOU SQUEEZE GO ON KNEES 

AHEAD KEYS PLEASE AND I’LL BEES 

JUST HANG SKIS AROUND BREEZE.”

Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: Complete patterns.

Standards Link: Problem Solving: Use a varfiety 
of strategies, including logic, to solve problems.

To reveal the answer, use the hints to fill in the empty 
boxes and create 3-letter words. The answer will appear 

by reading shaded boxes vertically.

Find the two identical snowmen.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Frosty wears one on his head.
Taking a tiny drink of hot cocoa.
The opposite of the happy.
What’s left after a fire.
Timid
Movie stars do this.
A weak light, not bright.
To pull a vehicle with another.
The opposite of lose.

HINTS:

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly.

No Money Gifts
What can you give as a 

Christmas present that doesn’t 
cost money to buy?

Standards Link: Writing: 
Write sentences using 

descriptive details.

Winter 
Words

Look through 
the newspaper 
for words that 

could be used to 
describe a cold 

winter. Use 
them in a 

sentence to 
describe the 

weather today.

© 2021 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 1

Aunt Artica likes lots of ornaments on her Christmas tree. 
But she doesn’t have room for all of them. By adding the 

numbers on the ornaments, can you circle the ones she can use? 
The total can’t be higher than 50 or less than 35. Then have a 

friend try. Who was able to use the most ornaments?

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Calculate sums.

CHRISTMAS
HOLLY
SNOWMAN
FREEZE
FOOD
WINTER
COOL
RIDDLE
CHILL
HOT
COLD
LOST
SKIS
COZY
FIND

D

K

F

Y

L

L

O

H

H

N

S

S

F

M

P

R

W

I

I

I

N

L

O

I

Z

I

L

F

K

O

E

S

O

Y

N

L

K

S

W

T

Z

R

D

T

D

T

W

M

C

T

E

U

E

L

H

A

A

D

O

L

E

R

O

S

O

N

L

H

O

W

R

C

Y

L

R

I

D

D

L

E

F

L

O

S

W

V

Y

Z

O

C

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Louis today for sizes and pricing! Louis.Decker@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Find out what all your friends are talking about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer
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During the Holiday Season more than ever, our thoughts turn gratefully to those 
who have made our progress possible. And in this spirit we say, simply but sincerely

Thank You and Best Wishes for 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Join us for Refreshments, Friday, December 17th

1606 N. Sarah DeWitt Dr. • Gonzales, Texas 78629
830-672-8585 • www.sagecapitalbank.com

Although the house was remodeled by 
the Wells family thirty years after they 
purchased it in 1890, much of the struc-
ture and many original items have been 
kept on display there. Josephine Wells 
and her son, J.B. Wells, Jr. played essential 
roles in keeping the history alive for fu-
ture generations to experience. 

“It’s just amazing that somebody would 
keep so much, and it was because of her 
storytelling that her son felt like this 
was what he wanted to do to share the 
house with the public. He gave this to the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas. The 
J.B. Wells Park and Santa Anna Mound, 
he gave to the city of Gonzales. Across 
the road, on the other side of the river, he 
gave that to the Presbyterian church. Just 
a tremendous gift of history and stories 
about our heritage,” said DTR member 
and Gonzales native, Sandra Mauldin. 

According to Mauldin, the wallpaper in 
the parlor is original though some of the 
wallpaper was done around 1920 and in 
1958, the youngest son married. Portraits of 
the three children hang in the upstairs hall. 

“Charlie and Effie were about seven and 
12 when they came. J.B. Junior was born 
the year after they moved in,” Mauldin 
said. 

A portrait of J.B. Wells, Sr. could be 
seen near the doors to the upstairs sleep-
ing porch. Mauldin explained that the 

family often used the outdoor kitchen in 
the summers due to the heat a cast-iron 
stove could generate. 

“It’s such a time capsule,” said Maud-
lin, pointing to Effie’s hats, which have 
remained in the bedroom that belonged 
to her. In another bedroom, pants, shirt, 
tie, belt, hat and cane that belonged to J.B. 
Wells, Jr. hung on a rack near the door. 
His pipe sat on a table. A model of the 
Alamo could be seen by the bedside, an 
example of his handiwork. 

In the spacious downstairs bedroom, 
visitors could view the couple’s Italian 
marble fireplace. A wardrobe, dresser, 
trundle bed, two quilts, and even a mod-
est sugar bowl displayed behind the glass 
door of a cabinet all came with stories of 
the past. 

“When Mrs. Wells, Sr. married J.B. 
Wells, Sr., her grandfather, James Hodges 
asked her what she wanted as a wedding 
gift. She said she wanted that sugar bowl,” 
Mauldin explained, adding that it had 
been buried in the Runaway Scrape. 

Wooden letter blocks, flutes, spin-
ning tops and marbles that had been the 
youngest son’s toys were displayed in the 
downstairs bookcase. His cradle was kept 
in an upstairs bedroom. 

The house is open every Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and appointments can 
also be made for tours. 

Lynette Slinker explains how the outdoor kitchen was used by the Wells family more 
than a century ago. 

TOUR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The home at 833 Mitchell St. was one of six historic homes open for tours during 
Winterfest last weekend. It was the home of J.B. Wells, Sr. and his family. 

“ It’s just amazing that somebody would 
keep so much, and it was because of her 
storytelling that her son felt like this was 

what he wanted to do to share the house 
with the public. ... Just a tremendous gift of 

history and stories about our heritage.”
— Sandra Mauldin, Gonzales native & DTR member
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A R E  Y O U  R E A D Y  T O  I N V E S T  I N  Y O U R S E L F  T O
C R E A T E  L I F E S T Y L E  C H A N G E S  F O R  B E T T E R  H E A L T H ?

Twelve 45-minute Educational
classes led by our team of
experts including a Registered
Dietitian, certified nutritionists,
exercise professionals, etc.

Nutrition Education Personal Training And so much more...
Our certified Personal Trainers
will create an exercise program
for you, and will help keep you
accountable in your journey.

Includes but is not limited to:
body composition analysis,
access to THRIVE Healthplex
and its amenities, 30-minute
massage, and more.

830-672-4986

FOR MORE INFO CALL & ASK
FOR ROBYN OR REGAN

Join us for THRIVE's first

NUYU Lifestyle &NUYU Lifestyle &
Nutrition ProgramNutrition Program

Mondays January 3rd - March 21st
at 11 am, 2:15 pm, or 5:30 pm

G H S  R e g i s t e r e d  D i e t i t i a n ,  C y n t h i a  G r e e n
T H R I V E  H e a l t h p l e x  C e r t i f i e d  P e r s o n a l  T r a i n e r s
R e j u v e n a t e  M e d  S p a  L i c e n s e d  M a s s a g e  T h e r a p i s t s
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t ,  R o n  J o h n s o n
G H S  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r ,  D i a n a  P i c h a
&  s o  m a n y  m o r e  e d u c a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s !

F a c i l i t a t o r s  w i l l  i n c l u d e :

Register December 1st - 31st
*space is limited*

All for just $395! Payment due at time of registration.

This represented a total of 
4,354 residents in Gonza-
les, Calhoun, DeWitt, Go-
liad, Jackson, Lavaca and 
Victoria counties seeking 
employment out of a total 
workforce of 89,613 people.

After Gonzales County, 
Lavaca County recorded 
the lowest unemployment 
at 4.2 percent, followed by 
DeWitt, Calhoun and Jack-
son counties, each at 4.4 
percent. Victoria County 
logged in at 5.5 percent, 
while Goliad County 
logged in at 5.8 percent.

For October 2021, there 
were 343 individuals in 
Gonzales County seeking 
employment out of a work-
force of 9,570, with 9,227 
reported as employed. In 
September 2021, there were 
367 people seeking work in 
Gonzales County out of an 
employment force of 9,725 
for a total unemployment 
rate of 3.8 percent.

In October 2020, Gonza-
les County had an unem-
ployment rate of 5.3 per-
cent as 521 individuals were 
seeking work out of a labor 
force of 9,853.

The 3.6 percent unad-
justed unemployment rate 
for October 2021 is also 
the lowest seen in Gonzales 
County since it was just 2.8 
percent in February 2020 
— one month before the 
beginning of COVID-19 
shutdowns in the state of 
Texas.

Unemployment rates 
since January 2020 for 
Gonzales County are:

• January 2020, 3.0 per-
cent.

• February 2020, 2.8 per-
cent.

• March 2020, 4.0 per-
cent.

• April 2020, 6.7 percent.
• May 2020, 7.8 percent.
• June 2020, 7.1 percent.
• July 2020, 6.8 percent.
• August 2020, 4.8 per-

cent.
• September 2020, 5.9 

percent.
• October 2020, 5.3 per-

cent.
• November 2020, 5.7 

percent.
• December 2020, 5.2 

percent.
• January 2021, 5.6 per-

cent.
• February 2021, 5.7 per-

cent.
• March 2021, 5.4 per-

cent.
• April 2021, 4.7 percent.
• May 2021, 4.5 percent.
• June 2021, 5.1 percent.
• July 2021, 4.3 percent.
• August 2021, 3.9 per-

cent.
• September 2021, 3.8 

percent.
The Workforce Solu-

tions Golden Crescent 
Board serves as the govern-
ing board for the regional 
workforce system, a net-
work of service providers 
and contractors that brings 
people and jobs together in 
the seven-county Golden 
Crescent region.

The Golden Crescent Re-
gion is less than two hours 
from the major cities of 
Houston, San Antonio, 
Austin and Corpus Christi 
and has a population of 
183,000. Of the counties, 
Victoria County is the larg-
est and has a population of 
85,648 and is located in the 
center of the region. There 
are a total of eight One-
Stop Workforce Centers in 
the Golden Crescent Re-
gion, serving the following 
counties: Calhoun, DeWitt, 
Goliad, Gonzales, Jackson, 
Lavaca, and Victoria.

JOBS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By LIZ ADAMS
Gonzales Inquirer 

As the job market has changed 
over the past two years, Workforce 
Solutions Golden Crescent is of-
fering new strategies to match the 
needs of applicants and employ-
ers with safety and convenience 
in mind. On December 15, Gold-
en Crescent will host a virtual job 
fair designed with booths that 
mimic the traditional in-person 

job fair experience. According to 
Business Solutions Representative 
Chris Perez, applicants will enter 
a virtual lobby to find informa-
tion about companies and links to 
their websites. 

The purpose of holding a vir-
tual job fair was to provide local 
job information in a user-friendly 
way like job boards that are cur-
rently available online, but with 
opportunities to interact with em-
ployers during the job fair. 

“Organizations like it because 
they don’t have to travel to the 
job fair,” said Perez, who added 
that the safety benefits made 
sense for both employers and 
applicants who want access, but 
also want to take precautions like 
distancing. 

“I think any kind of job fair that 
educates applicants about the jobs 
we have is a positive for us. It was 
definitely a creative solution they 
came up with during COVID for 

recruitment,” said City of Victoria 
Human Resources director Cher-
yl Marthiljohni.  

The city is an employer that’s 
made frequent use of Golden 
Crescent job fairs, whether they 
have taken place online or in per-
son.

“We’ve had this platform since 
2020,” said Perez, though he ex-
plained that it has recently been 
upgraded and will require users 
to create new accounts.  

Workforce Solutions offers 
career counseling, assessment 
testing, helps to match qualified 
applicants to job openings and 
supplies space for interviewing, 
along with training for new and 
expanding businesses, human re-
sources services and several spe-
cial services for youth, veterans 
and those with disabilities. 

Information about their servic-
es can be found at gcworkforce.
org. 

Virtual job fair offers convenience for jobseekers, employers

express her concerns about so-
lar projects in Gonzales County. 
Bland said solar panels would cre-
ate eyesores and negative impacts 
for agriculture and that she be-
lieved companies seeking to install 
solar plants in Gonzales County 
would exploit the community.   

CPA Preston Singleton reported 
the year’s revenue exceeded ex-
penditures by $3.1M. GISD board 
members approved the Annual 
Financial and Compliance Report 
for the fiscal year that ended on 
Aug. 31, 2021. 

An update was provided on be-
half of the Long-Range Facility 
Planning Committee of 132 com-
mittee members who have met 
over the past 8 months to deter-
mine district priorities and make 
recommendations for improve-
ments. The committee discussed 
the benefits of adding a new high 
school campus, a plan the mem-
bers suggested would improve 
all campuses over the next 15-20 
years. 

Board findings were approved 
under the Texas Economic Devel-
opment Act related to the Applica-
tion for Limitation on Appraised 
Value of Property for School Dis-
trict Maintenance and Operation 
Taxes from Cannon Solar, LLC. 
Trustees acknowledged a con-
flict of interest and approved an 
agreement for a Limitation on 

Appraised Value of Property for 
School District Maintenance and 
Operation Taxes with Cannon So-
lar, LLC. 

Board findings were approved 
under the Texas Economic Devel-
opment Act related to the Applica-
tion for Limitation on Appraised 
Value of Property for School Dis-
trict Maintenance and Operation 
Taxes from Starling Solar, LLC. A 
Resolution of the Board of Trust-
ees was approved, designating 
the Starling Solar Reinvestment 
Zone. The members approved an 
agreement for a Limitation on 
Appraised Value of Property for 
School District Maintenance and 
Operation Taxes with Starling So-

lar, LLC. 
Representatives were accepted 

for the Lone Star Investment Pool. 
The Annual Investment Report 
and a Resolution Related to Re-
view of Investment Policy and 
Investment Strategies were ap-
proved. 

Findings of Fact Regarding Po-
litical Boundaries of Gonzales ISD 
were approved. 

The trustees considered and ap-
proved a revision to the District 

Compensation Plan to allow ACE 
instructors to be paid $50 per hour 
as long as funds are available. 

The board approved an interlo-
cal contract with the Texas Comp-
troller of Public Accounts and 
State Energy Conservation Office 
for an Interior LED Lighting Ret-
rofit Schools Program.

TASB Board Policy Update 118 
was accepted.

A report on the FCCLA Region 
was given by student Lisbet Alvarez. 

GISD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Savannah Bland addresses GISD board during public comments to 
express her concerns about solar projects in Gonzales County. 

Sara Leon of Sara Leon & 
Associates takes questions from 
trustees after GISD public hearing.
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinic december    2021 

Urology 
Robert Ryan, III, M.D. 
(830) 379-8491 
 
Ophthalmology 
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D. 
(830) 379-3937 
 
Orthopedics 
Trent Twitero, M.D. 
(830) 625-0009 
 
Podiatry 
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A. 
(830) 303-0005 
Charles White, D.P.M 
(830) 303-0005 
 
Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine 
(512) 821-2540 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATED AT THRIVE: 
 
Orthopedics                       Surgery                                                 Cardiology                             Dermatology                           
Gloria Box, M.D.                    Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                  William Craig, M.D.                    Dr. Desai                   
(830) 672 - 8497                     (830) 672 – 8497                                          (830) 672 – 3845                          (713) 864-2659 

 
Audiology 
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist 
(830) 372-2237 
 
Chiropractic 
Jeff Echols, DC 
(512)799-6811 
 
Counselor 
Kim Wilgus, MA, LPC 
(361)935-6240 
 
Dermatology 
Vicente Quintero, M.D. 
(830) 626-5551 
Dr Desai  
(713) 864-2659 
 
Nephrology 
Azhar M. Malik, M.D. 
(361)-576-0011 
George Osuchukwu, MD 
(361)576-0011 
Yong Du, MD 
(361)576-0011 
 
 

The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808

Buffi  ngton
Funeral Home

(830) 672-3322

At Need Funeral
and Cremation Services

424 Saint Peter, Gonzales, TX 78629

Capitol 
Monument, Co.
Memorials • Curbing
• Bronze • Statues
• Lettering • Repairs

• Restorations

“We don’t just talk 
quality, we cut it

in stone”
5233 N. US 183 Gonzales

830-672-7929
M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1

Toll Free: 1-800-637-5182
www.capitolmonument.com

Working with people & 
Cemeteries through Care, 

Service and Quality
Since 1963

Logan Insurance Agency
HOME • AUTO • FARM • COMMERCIAL • BONDS

Travis Tresner
516 St Paul
Gonzales, TX
(830) 672-6518
Fax: (830) 672-6368

OBITUARIES

Victoria M. Cobler went 
to be with the Lord De-
cember 4, 2021. She was 
born December 23, 1925, 
in Waelder, Texas to Juan 
R. & Petra Delgado Marti-
nez. On April 15, 1995 she 
married Ernest Franklin 
Cobler in Gonzales. Vic-
toria was a longtime mem-
ber of St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church of Waelder, were 
she was a member of the 
St. Patrick’s Guadalupanas.

Survivors are her four 
daughters, Beatris Ar-
riaga of Blackwell, Okla-
homa, Andrea Gonzales 
of Luling, Texas, Cecilia 
& Jesse Rodriguez Sr. of 
Petersburg, Texas, and Do-
lores Wilson of Blackwell, 
Oklahoma; sons, Felix & 
Melody Villalovos of Ga-
lena Park, Texas, and Paul 

& Patricia Villalovos Jr. 
of Galena Park, Texas; 15 
grandchildren; numerous 
great grandchildren and 
great great grandchildren; 
and a sister, Paula Wiggins 
of Waelder, Texas.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band; a son, Vicente Vil-

lalovos; two sisters, Geor-
gia Meza and Isadora 
Cedilio; and four brothers, 
Santos Martinez, Seferino 
Martinez, Bonefacio Mar-
tinez & Larry Martinez.

Pallbearers are Kenny 
Hernandez, Daniel Mar-
tinez, Eric Martinez, Mi-
chael Rodriguez, Jesse 
Rodriguez Jr., Tina Rodri-
guez. Honorary pall bearer 
is Armando Martinez.

A Mass was held for her 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday Decem-
ber 7, at St. Patricks Cath-
olic Church of Waelder. 
Burial will follow in the 
Waelder Community 
Cemetery. Services under 
the direction of O’Bannon 
Funeral Home, 210 S. Lau-
rel, Luling, Texas 78648. 
(830)875-5713.

Victoria M. cobler

(Cookie) Linda Kelley 
Deal joined her Heavenly 
Family Sunday, Novem-
ber 28, 2021. Cookie was 
born August 18, 1941 as 
the third child of Mr. and 
Mrs. B.A. Kelley of Gon-
zales, Tx. Cookie was a 
1959 graduate of Gonzales 
High School.

Linda married Robert 
Odell Deal of Waelder in 

1962. Linda loved bowl-
ing. She was a homemak-
er, great mother and wife.

Linda was proceeded in 
death by her parents and 
brothers Buckey and Da-
vid Lee. She is survived by 
son (Bobby) R.O. Deal, Jr. 
and husband, Robert O. 
Deal. 

No service is planned at 
this time.

(cookie) linda kelley deal
On December 5, 2021, 

Byron Emerson Johnston, 
83, passed away peace-
fully at home in Leesville, 
Texas. Emerson, as he was 
known, was born on Feb-
ruary 15, 1938 in Union 
Valley, Texas to Byron and 
Beatrice (McCracken) 
Johnston. 

On August 26, 2002, 
Emerson married Genel-
da Lee Harris in Seguin, 
Texas. During his lifetime, 
Emerson worked in the 
oil field, and a steel mill, 
but spent the last 10 years 
of his career as a mainte-
nance worker for the City 
of Seguin. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Byron, and Beatrice John-
ston; brother, Willie Mar-
vin Johnston; and sister, 
June Johnston. 

Left to cherish his 
memory are his wife of 
20 years, Genelda Lee 
Johnston; children, Debra 
Sue Streetman (Johnny), 
Dusty Wayne Johnston 

(Diana), Barbara Swan-
son (T.J.), Reba Mattix 
(Kenny), Debbie Ann 
Pape (Ryan), Butch Pullin 
(Claudia), Rocky Pullin 
(Sandy), and Pam Harvey 
(Morris); 20 grandchil-
dren; numerous great-
grandchildren; brother, 
Eddie Johnston (Joyce); 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and friends. 
Visitation with the fam-
ily will be held on Tues-
day, December 7, 2021, 
5:00pm-7:00pm, at Finch 

Funeral Chapel in Nixon, 
Texas.

Funeral Service
Wednesday, 

December 8, 2021
2:00pm

Finch Funeral Chapel
Nixon, Texas

Burial will follow at 
Leesville Cemetery in 
Leesville, Texas. Rever-
end Michael Cowey will 
be officiant of the services. 
Serving as Pallbearers will 
be Justin Streetman, Troy 
Swanson, Chad Swanson, 
Shane Mattix, Joel Mattix, 
Eric Mattix, and Dustin 
Pullin. If desired, dona-
tions may be made in Em-
erson’s name to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation 
at www.kidney.org, or St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital 
at www.stjude.org. You 
are welcome to sign the 
online guestbook at www.
finchfuneralchapels.com. 
Services in care of Finch 
Funeral Chapel, LLC.

byron eMerson Johnston

Lee Ornelas, 63, went to 
be with his heavenly Fa-
ther on Thursday, Decem-
ber 2, 2021. Lee was born 
in Gonzales, Texas, to 
Leon and Dora Ornelas. 
As a lifelong Gonzales res-
ident, Lee went to Gonza-
les High School and mar-
ried Mary Jane Martinez, 
also of Gonzales, on July 
10, 1976, and soon started 
a family. Lee spent most of 
his career in the construc-
tion industry operating 
heavy machinery and as 
a foreman at Cal-Maine 
Foods. Lee truly loved his 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren and he also 
enjoyed listening to music 
and watching movies. 

Lee is loved and will be 
greatly missed. Lee is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary, 
children, Jennifer Ornelas 
of Waelder, Texas, Chris-
topher Ornelas of Cedar 
Park, Texas, and Eric Or-
nelas of Gonzales, Texas, 
Mother, Dora Ornelas of 
Gonzales, Texas, brothers 
and sisters, Mary Amaya 
(Ruben) of Missouri City, 
Texas, Lupe Ornelas of 

Gonzales, Texas, Hope 
McHaney (David) of Se-
guin, Texas, Catherine 
Leal (Al Sampson) of 
Georgetown, Texas, Leon 
Ornelas (Lillie) of Wichi-
ta, Kansas, Leroy Ornelas 
(Chris) of Ardmore, Okla-
homa, Doris Zambrano 
(Carney) of Gonzales, 
Texas, Veronica Cleveland 
(Johnathan) of Gonza-
les, Texas, David Ornelas 
(Lydia) of San Antonio, 
Texas, Cinnamon Orne-
las of Pflugerville, Texas, 
grandchildren, Isaiah Ca-
marillo, Noah Camarillo, 
Abigail Trevino, Blake Or-
nelas, Nico Ornelas, Me-
gan Ornelas, Raven Or-

nelas, Jayla Ornelas and 8 
great-grandchildren. Lee 
is preceded in death by his 
father Leon Ornelas Sr.

The family received 
friends from 9:30 a.m. to 
10 a.m. Monday, Decem-
ber 6, 2021, in St. James 
Catholic Church with a 
Holy Rosary at 10 a.m. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
followed at 11 a.m. in St. 
James Catholic Church 
with Fr. Jason Martini 
as celebrant. Pallbearers 
were Isaiah Camarillo, 
Noah Camarillo, Blake 
Ornelas, Jeremy Ornelas, 
Joey Ornelas, Brandon 
Martinez, Aidan Hernan-
dez, and Adam Quintero.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests any me-
morials be given to the 
Catholic Community of 
Gonzales. Friends may 
leave their condolences 
to the family by visiting 
www.seydlerhillfuneral-
home.com. Services are 
under the care and direc-
tion of Seydler-Hill Fu-
neral Home.

lee ornelas

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
INQUIRER
Today!

Look for this logo to sign up at
 www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Anytime. Anywhere.
Get the latest in news, entertainment and 

shopping, any way you like it. 

With electronic subscriptions, 
we keep you in the know

and on the go.

*1 day, 1-3-6 month subscriptions also available.

$43 PER
YEAR

ADDITIONAL OBITUARIES, 
PLEASE SEE PAGE 12



HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

020
SPECIAL NOTICES

190
LAWN, GARDEN

430
FIREWOOD

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

La Posada
Apartments

2 BR - 1 BA
Laundry, Professional
Management On Site.
1725 Seydler Street

Gonzales, TX
830-672-2094

500
PETS AND SUPPLIES

210
MISC. SERVICES

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

850
HELP WANTED

460
LIVESTOCK

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES
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Call 830-672-2861

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SER-
VICES. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale. 
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

660
WANTED TO BUY

REAL ESTATE
850

HELP WANTED

VARIETY OF 
WOOD in bags, 
loose wood, any 
amount, big or 
small. 830-832-
6985.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

GARAGE SALE 
IN Shiner! Friday, 
8-12; Saturday, 
8-12. 624 S. Ave 
I, Shiner. Baby 
items, older boys, 
men and women 
clothes, girls siz-
es, 5-8. Cheap! 
Cheap! Cheap!

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

FREE KITTENS 
AND cats to 
a good home. 
Would be great 
Christmas Pres-
ents. Cats, 4 
months old, some 
kittens, 2 and 4 
weeks old. Some, 
black and white, 
black, Siamese, 
mixed. Call 830-
339-1392.

NOT SELLING, 
LOOKING TO 
BUY!!! I am look-
ing for an old 
farmhouse that is 
livable with elec-
tricity and water 
on 10, 15 or 20 
acres. Call Leon-
ard Starry, 830-
386-0989.

JOB DECRIPTION
We are seeking a full-time accountant/bookkeeper with excellent 
organizational skills, the ability to multitask, detail oriented, self-
motivated, and who can work independently and as a member of a 
team. We are located in Gonzales, and Luling Texas.

JOB FUNCTION:
•   Prepare monthly financial statements
•   Reconcile bank accounts, record receipts and disbursements
•   Process accounts payable and receivable
•   Bank deposits
•   Create and maintain multiple reports
•   Report to parent company CEO on assigned tasks

QUALIFICATIONS:
•   Proficient use of Microsoft Office 365
•   Use of accounting software
•   Familiarity with cloud based software
•   2+ years’ experience with accounting or bookkeeping
•   Strong analytical and problem-solving skills
•   Ability to contribute to and participate in task resolution
•   Mature motivated team player with a positive mind set
•   Self-starter who takes on additional responsibilities without 
  direction and works well under pressure

We provide an excellent professional work environment and a place 
to learn new things and grow. We offer competitive wages and 
healthcare benefits. Please submit your resume with cover letter, 
salary requirements and references to Judy Chalk at (icg.judy.chalk@
gmail.com) or call (210) 872-6468. In the cover letter, describe why 
you feel you are the ideal candidate for this position.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Integrity Consolidations Group, Inc.

We do concrete slabs, metal buildings, 
barndominiums, gate entrances, cattle 
pens, cattle guards, and custom farm 
and ranch work.

We are locally owned and operated, 
we will travel and we have been in 
business since 2003, however, we only 
catered to the commercial industry and 
we have now stepped out into the 
residential and the agricultural side.

There is also a billboard sign located 
off 183 N bound across from The Circle 
G Gas Station, so check it out as well.

130
BUILDING

CONSTRUCTION

130
BUILDING

CONSTRUCTION

Emergency Department
R.N.s Charge - full-time. Day and 
night shifts. ACLS, PALS & TNCC
certifications required. Minimum 

one year experience preferred.
Full benefits available.

Competitive salary.

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

THE TEXAN IS 
looking for Di-
etary help. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Wanted: Flatonia Feed Mill 
Utility driver needed to  haul 
soy from rail spur to Flatonia 

feed mill daily. (Hours 6-3 M-F 
normally) When one of our 

feed delivery drivers is out you 
will be asked to fill in for that 
position for those days. May 

be required to help in the mill 
when needed. Must be able to 
lift 50 pounds. CDL required.

Apply at Cal-Maine Food
400 S. Colorado St.
Flatonia TX, 78941

For more information contact, 
(361) 865-3304

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

PRODUCTION
1930

Wanted man with 
equipment to enter 
old oil well & what 

it will cost. Have 
OK from Railroad 

Commission. Contact 
Gilbert Champion, 

830-875-3028.

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142

Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550

Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517

Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114

Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

®

BREITSCHOPF -

COOPER

REALTY

1331 St. Joesph St.

Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 627-2522

gonzalesproperties.com

gonzalesproperties@gmail.com

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:

RESIDENTIAL | FARM & RANCH | 
COMMERICAL

Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142

Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550

Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517

Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114

Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

®

BREITSCHOPF -

COOPER

REALTY

1331 St. Joesph St.

Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 627-2522

gonzalesproperties.com

gonzalesproperties@gmail.com

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:

RESIDENTIAL | FARM & RANCH | 
COMMERICAL

440
FURNITURE

TOO MUCH 
F U R N I T U R E , 
Kitchen items, 
C o l l e c t i b l e s . 
(Clutter). Good 
condition & new. 
Make offer. All ac-
cepted. Inexpen-
sive, even cheap. 
830-339-0050.

FOR SALE: 18 
month Registered 
Brangus Bulls. 
Can be seen at 
Douget Ranch in 
Poteet, TX. Call 
Jay Diehl at 254-
258-5761.

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Gonzales County is requesting applications for the position of:

CUSTODIAN 

Gonzales County is requesting applications for the position of 
Custodian.  This is a fulltime position reporting to the Gonzales 
County Judge.  Applicant must be self starter, experienced 
and have a minimum of high school education.  This position 
involves a heavy workload requires the candidate to work 
well under pressure, pay attention to interior and exterior of 
all County building conditions.

The qualified candidate must have the following skills:  
operate commercial buffers, basic plumbing skills, painting 
skills, detail cleaning of offices, restrooms, and daily removal 
of all trash. 

Applications may be obtained at the Gonzales County 
Judges Office, located at 414 St. Joseph Street, Suite 200, 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 pm or on the web at 
www.co.gonzales.tx.us.  Only complete applications will be 
considered.  Applications must be received by December 17, 
2021.  A drug and alcohol screen test will be required.  
Gonzales County does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age and handicap status in 
employment or the provision of services.

EOE

 

DAY FUEL DRIVER
We are looking for an experienced Day 
Fuel Driver to serve our Gonzales/Hal-
lettsville area in a safe and timely man-
ner. Come join our team where we offer 
excellent pay and great benefits:  Vaca-
tion & sick pay, Group health insurance, 
401-K plus company match.

Requirements for the job:

• Must have Class B CDL with Tank
  and Hazmat Endorsement
  (class A CDL preferred)
• Proven Work Experience
• Extensive knowledge of DOT rules
  and regulations
• No recent moving or driving violations

We are committed to a Safe and
Successful work experience with Schmidt 
& Sons, Inc.

Applications available at
www.schmidtsons.com
or email applications to

careers@schmidtsons.com

Please call for interview, 830-672-2018

Hiring for a part-time
Campus Security Officer
for the Gonzales Center.
For more information and to apply 

go to www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs @VC.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

Find out what all your
friends are talking about

YOUR YOUR NEWS.
YOUR YOUR WAY. GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to
The Gonzales 

Inquirer!
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LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB? 

Find it in the
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December 2 Puzzle Answers
Last Puzzle

 Solution
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WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of  ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Guadalupe Valley Services
Mike Hanson
Owner / Operator

Family
Owned &

Operated Since 1947

Carpentry - Home Repair - Painting - Roofing
A/C Install & Repair - Home Maintenance

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com

103 Saint George Street
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: 830-672-3089
Mobile: 512-656-0521

• All Positions
• Full-time
• Part-time
• Flexible 
  Schedules
• Competitive
   Wages

Please apply 
in person:

OR online at
Sonicdrivein.com/jobs

Store #2104
Zip Code 78629

Now 
Hiring!!

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

retail/customer 
service position
Fast paced environment, fast learner, 

multitasker, detailed, organized, customer 
service skills, punctual, reliable, computer 
& calculator skills.  Be able to lift heavy 

boxes & restock coolers & freezers. 
Competitive pay based on experience

or willingness to learn.

APPLY IN PERSON OR CALL FOR DETAILS

813 E. 16th St., shiner
361.594.2172

Nest Fresh is excited to be
expanding to Cuero early 2022!

Full Time Poultry Farm
Workers Needed
Gathering Eggs,

Repairing Equipment,
Walking Houses

Nest Fresh
925 St Andrew Street
Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-4433
Please call or stop in!

Wanted: Flatonia Bulk
Feed Driver needed
6AM-3PM normally

some days longer,
some days shorter

M-F normally.
Avg about

45-50 hours per week.
55 pound lifting ability.

CDL required.
Apply at Cal-Maine Food

400 S. Colorado St.
Flatonia TX, 78941

For more information
contact, (361) 865-3304

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 5-11, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ANIMAL CARE
Use Seal N Heal® to seal wounds on dogs & cats with 
a bitter taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. At 
Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com).

EVENTS
Bob’s Baseball Tours – Field of Dreams Tour Aug. 
15-21, 2022: Home games for Chicago (Cubs/White 
Sox), Brewers and Twins. Also a visit to the Field of 
Dreams movie site. Tour begins/ends in Minnesota. 
New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour Sept. 
26-Oct. 2, 2022: Home games for New York (Yankees/
Mets) and Red Sox. Guided Tour of NYC, free time 
in Boston, Trolley Tour in Maine, travel through 
White Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire 
& scenic train ride in Vermont. Tour begins/ends 
in Newark, NJ. Tours include deluxe motor coach 
transportation, additional sightseeing opportunities and 
quality game tickets/hotels. Call for a FREE brochure: 
507-217-1326.

AUCTIONS
2 Day Firearms Auction Live & Online, December 
10th at 2 p.m. and December 11th at 10 a.m. 
1500+ lots, military, sporting & modern firearms. 
www.montroseauction.com, 478-376-4559. GAL2006.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
BUYING Early Texas Art, www.texaspaintings.com. 
Fine Arts of Texas, Inc., San Antonio, Texas. Call 
210-408-7778. 

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gonzales Family Church

Assembly of God
320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

New Life Assembly of God
Corner of Church St. &

Jessie Smith St., Gonzales

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

New Way Church
of God in Christ

514 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Hello again, I hope all is well. It’s 
hard to believe we’re in the home 
stretch, the final few weeks of 2021. 
I’m praying that everyone has a fan-
tastic Christmas, of course at the top 
of the list, remembering that it’s in cel-
ebration of the birth of Jesus. I’m also 
praying that you’ll 
be able to enjoy the 
holidays with some 
sense of normalcy, 
after the few weird 
years we’ve all been 
through, so eat, 
drink and be merry 
(as they say), having 
as much fun as you can muster

Fortunately, after a rather exhaust-
ing year of remodeling, while I still 
have a ways to go, the major (hardest) 
parts are behind me, and I can ease 
up and catch my breath. Now I’m just 
puttering around doing easier thing 
like resurfacing my slate. After twelve 
years in this house, it was definitely in 
need of some TLC. While there’s no 
slate on the floors, I have five arch-
ways, a four by eight kitchen table, 
a four by eight shower enclosure, a 
twelve foot entertainment center, 
and eighty feet of bars and counter 
tops. Now they’re so “chiny” I can 
see myself, not necessarily a good 
thing at this juncture. Is it just me or 
are younger people prettier than old 
folks, oh well, gotta be happy with 
where ever we find ourselves on the 

timeline of life and just be glad we’re 
still around to complain about it! 

For anyone that isn’t familiar with 
slate, it’s a layered rock stemming 
from highly compressed shale. It nat-
urally comes in different hues of gray, 
tan, red, purple, green and black, 

highly modeled, 
with no two pieces 
being the same. I 
find that since we 
live in a world so full 
of artificially manu-
factured products, 
it’s nice to be sur-
rounded by some-

thing real, and also compliments 
my barnwood nicely. As Eloise often 
said...”I love house!” The thing I love 
most about it; it’s paid for...thank you 
Lord! 

Speaking of “slate”, it’s also a term 
used in modeling and acting to intro-
duce one’s self before proceeding with 
the audition. I know this because, 
when our youngest son Matthew was 
about nine he did some modeling 
and practiced his slating with vigor. 
Sporting Erik Estrada (Ponch on the 
80’s show CHIPs) hair and smile, he 
was a shoe-in for advertising trendy 
boys fashion wear, appearing in sev-
eral ads. Eloise shot the pictures for 
his portfolio consisting of nature and 
informal shots as well as my favorite, 
him in a suit leaning on a red ferrari...
fun times.

On a different note, I’ve noticed for 
several years now that the sunflower 
stalks under my street light where my 
meter boxes are located, continue to 
thrive and flower months after all the 
rest have died off. In pondering what 
may be causing this phenomenon, 
my brain was stuck on the idea of 
some electrical force at work, while 
completely overlooking the most ob-
vious solution, the extra light they are 
receiving. My daughter-in-law was 
kind enough to bring this to my at-
tention and after I did some research, 
confirmed it. I couldn’t believe I 
missed such a simple and obvious ex-
planation. 

After some research I discovered 
that within scientific circles they 
sometimes use the phrase “ships not 
seen”, referring to the story (whether 
true or not) that native Indians didn’t 
notice approaching ships because not 
having seen them before, their minds 
didn’t perceive them. Basically, when 
your mind is locked into one train of 
thought, others go unnoticed. I be-
lieve this is why many people can’t see 
Christ for who he truly is, they’ve been 
looking at him through a people filter 
and getting a distorted image. Now, 
locked into this mindset, they’ve come 
to believe God is as messed up as we 
are. I highly recommend removing 
the blinders and taking another look...
it worked wonders for me. 

Until next time, love you guys, Eric.

New year (and clean slate) on the horizon

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

Special to The Inquirer

There will be a silent auction hosted by the NS 
Mighty Mustangs Band Boosters on Thursday, Dec. 
16, in the Content Mastery Classroom across from the 
Red, White and Blue gym. Item previews will be avail-
able online beginning Dec. 13 and in person begin-
ning at 5:45 p.m. Dec. 16. The Winter Band Concert 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 16.

If you would like to contribute to the Silent Auction, 
items are due before Friday, Dec. 10. If you would like 
to bid on auction items prior to the concert, please 
contact Lisa Jackson at the High School.

Bidding will close at 6:15 p.m. Dec. 16 and winners 
will be announced during the concert, and auction 
winners can pick up their items after the Band Con-
certs. Delivery will not be available.

Liquor baskets or baskets containing lottery tick-
ets are not allowed on the school’s campus and will 
only be available online. Special arrangements will be 
made for pickup off campus.

Nixon-Smiley Band 
Boosters to hold silent 
auction December 13
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“WE’LL GET ’EM WITH THE BEST SHOT”
1119 Water St., Suite D • Gonzales, TX 78629

830.672.1870
TPCL #12594
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CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Houston space org.
  5  some Texans have
      big ones
  6  TX Barry Corbin
      film: “The Night
      the Lights ____
      Out in Georgia”
  7  gusher (____out)
  8  GPS accident
      avoidance? (2 wds.)
17  TXism: “confused __
      _ goat on astroturf”
18  TXism: “a watched
      pot _____  _____”
21  country of Texas
      (abbr.)
22  TX Drew Brees’
      number as a Saint 
23  this Tommy lost a 
      coin flip and thus
      was not on TX
      Holly’s fateful flight 
24  this gold medalist
      Mary Lou now lives
      in Houston
29  TXism: “____
      scootin’” (dancing)
30  a stallion, or a type
      of poker
31  hosp. trauma area
32  leading male star of
      1945 “San Antonio”
34  Nacogdoches’ FM
      KJCS started with
      this call sign
35  this agcy. approved
      3 COVID vaccines
36  TXism: “a sight for
      ____  ____”
      (pleasing)
37  snow glider
38  TX-based bus com-
      pany: ____hound

  1  home of “Schlitter-
      bahn WaterPark
      Resort” (2 wds.)
  2  TX Nolan Ryan, as
      a baseball pitcher  
  3  Sutton County seat
  4  TXism: “green __
      ___-week-old corn”
      (inexperienced)
  9  Texas has 563,000
      members of one
10  camping shelter
11  Adam’s mate
12  Ricky Nelson plane
      crashed near
      __Kalb, TX in 1985

39  “red touch ______, ____
      _ feller” (coral snake)
41  lion exhibit sounds at
      the Abilene Zoo
42  world distress signal
43  “___  __ omission”
44  this Burleson was first
      president of Baylor
45  TXism: “up __ snuff”
46  Metroplex airport
47  be given out
48  “Red River Rivalry” month

50  increase
      the bet in
      poker
51  express disgust
52  TXism: “take a
      look ___”
      (investigate)
53  “to ___ is human” 13  talked tediously  

14  TXism: “talked _
      ____ streak”
      (TXism for 13 down)
15  TXism: “____ me a
      bill of goods” (lied)
16  “‘___ the season”
19  part of Abilene
      metro area
20  atomizers
22  mats to prevent
      slippage (2 wds.)
24  TX Ely who was a
      TV Tarzan (init.)
25  plural of 31-across
26  former Cowboy
      quarterback, Aikman
27  “laid __  ____”
      (buried)

28  Chief “___-___-te-
      ka gave Houston
      his Indian name
29  part of Wichita 
      Falls metro area
30  “can ___  _ country
      mile” (good eyes)
33  soap ingredient
34  Wichita Falls AM
      before KWFS

35  employees/share-
      holders lost billions
      in Enron _____
37  TXism: “write ____
      _____ he can’t
      read fast”
38  TXism for “errand
      boy”
40  “__  ___ a penny,
      in for a pound”
41  in Haskell County
      on U.S. 380
44  donned after a bath
47  this TX James won
      the Medal of Honor
49  66 TX high schools
      have this mascot
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

OBITUARY

Gloria Ann Romero, age 
78, passed away Saturday, 
November 20, 2021. 

She was born July 20, 
1943 in Gonzales to Alvaro 
and Theresa Vasquez Gon-
zales. 

She was formerly the 
head baker at H & H Cafe 
and Bakery. She enjoyed 
watching high school 
football games, playing 
softball, dancing and cher-
ished her time with family. 
She was a devout Catholic, 
devoted wife, mother and 
grandmother. 

Survivors include her 
husband of 57 years, Ray 
H. Romero; son, Mi-
chael Anthony Rodriguez 
(Mary) of Lytle; daughters, 
Denise Freudensprung 
(Fred) of Sweeny, Tracie 
Pena (Victor Devall) of 
Killeen and Beckie Gomez 
(Jacob) of Round Rock; 11 
grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren; sisters, 
Mary Kocian of Victoria, 
Alice Leist of Yoakum and 
Jane Carrillo of Sweeny; 
brothers, Daniel Rivera of 
Edinburg and Eliseo (Ju-
nie) Rivera of Victoria. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents. 

Memorial service will 
be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 11, 2021 at Thiele-
Cooper Funeral Home 
with Deacon Dennis 
Kutach officiating. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
given to St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church. 

On-line guest book may 
be signed at www.thiele-
cooper.com Arrangements 
by Thiele-Cooper Funeral 
Home 361-293-5656.

Gloria ann 
romero

FOR ADDITIONAL 
OBITUARIES, 
PLEASE SEE 

PAGE 8

VC’s Gonzales Center to offer craft skills course
Special to the Inquirer

Victoria College’s Gonzales Center 
will offer its “Core Curriculum: In-
troductory Craft Skills” course from 6 
to 10 p.m. on Mondays and Wednes-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7.

The course, which will be held at 
the VC Gonzales Center Workforce 
Training Building, is a prerequisite for 
all of VC’s Workforce & Continuing 
Education industrial trades courses.

Successful completion qualifies 
students to register for VC’s electrical; 
heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning (HVAC); and welding courses 
– all of which are offered at VC’s Gon-
zales Center.

The course provides an introduc-
tion to basic safety, construction 
math, hand tools, power tools, blue-
prints, basic rigging, communication 
skills and basic employability skills. 
Following successful completion of 

the class, National Center for Con-
struction Education & Research (NC-
CER) certification and a certificate of 
completion will be awarded.

“NCCER’s industry-recognized 
credentials provide students and craft 
professionals with essential skills,” 
said Rachel Nessel, VC Workforce & 
Continuing Education director. “NC-
CER Core Curriculum: Introductory 
Craft Skills is common to all NCCER 
training and is required for NCCER 
certification for all Level 1 courses.”

The cost for “Core Curriculum: 
Introductory to Craft Skills” is $340. 
Financial aid and scholarships are 
available.

The VC Gonzales Center Work-
force Training Building is located at 
424 E. Sarah DeWitt Drive in Gon-
zales.

For more information on the course 
or other offerings at Victoria College’s 
Gonzales Center, call (830) 672-6251.

CONTRIBUTED
Victoria College’s Gonzales Center is accepting registrations 
for its “Core Curriculum: Introductory Craft Skills” course that 
will be held Jan. 3-Feb. 7.

Review: ‘Lightning Down’ a winner for WWII buffs
The Bookworm Sez

The storm’s a-coming.
You can smell it in the air: rain’s 

on the way, maybe thunder, may-
be more, but the high winds are 
what you hate. They make you 
run for shelter and pray hard. The 
storm’s a-coming, and in “Light-
ning Down” by Tom Clavin, it’s 
never as mild as you hope it’d be.

As a young man on the farm 
near Ferndale, Washington, all 
Joe Moser wanted to do was to fly 
airplanes – the P-38 Ligntning, 
to be specific – but though it was 
his deepest desire, he knew that 
it probably wasn’t possible: as the 
oldest son of a widowed mother, 
Joe had to take care of the farm and 
besides, piloting a P-38 was some-
thing only for college graduates.

Joe was doing chores when he 
heard of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor and, like most young men 
then, he hastened to sign up to 
for the military. He tested for 
the Army Air Corps but, though 
the rules were relaxed, his scores 
were too low for pilot school and 
it looked like Joe was headed for 
the infantry until someone re-
checked those scores. Suddenly, 
he was on his way to twenty-plus 
months of training before being 
sent to England to pilot the P-38.

That was a job he turned out to 
be good at. It didn’t take long for 
him to receive a Distinguished 
Flying Cross and shortly after 
that, a promotion to first lieuten-
ant. Writes Clavin, “He was still 
only twenty-two years old.”

Surely, Joe Moser knew the 
danger of what he was doing, but 

he chose not to dwell on it. He 
went out every day and did his 
job, hoping “he would get out of 
this thing yet in one piece.” By 
early August of 1944, he’d had 
forty-three missions “under his 
belt” and he was looking forward 
to rotating out and going home. 

But on August 13 – his forty-
fourth mission – Joe was shot 
down and captured...

Now, here’s the thing: if author 
Tom Clavin had stopped right 
there, you’d still have a heckuva 
heart-pounder in your hands 
with “Lightning Down.” 

But that’s not the end of this 
story, not by a long shot.

Clavin takes this tale beyond, 
not to a rugged POW camp run 
by the Red Cross, but into the Bu-
chenwald Concentration Camp 
where Lt. Moser was sent after 
his capture, then along a forced 
march that reads like a fever-
dream. Not one single thing in 
this narrative is softened: Clavin 
relentlessly plunges readers di-
rectly into the horror of the camp 
in passages that are almost numb-
ing in their content and number 
and nightmarish detail, but that 
are broken up sometimes by mo-
ments of courage. We know how 
this ends – Moser is saved, right?  
Right? – but we really don’t know, 
not until it actually happens.

This book is an absolute win-
ner for your Dad, your Grand-
dad, your uncle, anyone who’s a 
veteran or a World War II buff or 
readers seeking a tale of heroism. 
Find it now, and let “Lightning 
Down” strike you. 

“Lightning Down: A World War II Story of Survival”  
by Tom Clavin, c.2021, St. Martin’s Press, 320 pages
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for Punch & Cookies! 
 Drawings & Door Prizes 

Thursday, December 16, 2021 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Gonzales Police Department

11/29/2021 – 12/05/2021
Arrests

12/01/2021
• Micheal Dwaine Siptak, 39, from 

Gonzales, Texas, Warrant.

12/02/2021
• A juvenile, 16, from Gonzales, Texas, 

Unlawful Carrying Weapon.

12/05/2021
• Isaiah Gihon Franklin V, 22, from 

Gonzales, Texas, Simple Assault.

There were 313 Calls for Service
Cases:
• 1 Possession of Controlled Substance 

PG 1
• 2 Criminal Mischief
• 1 Theft
• 1 Assault by Threat
• 2 Possession of Marijuana
• 1 Burglary of a Habitation
• 1 Unlawful Carrying of Weapons
• 1 Theft of Firearm
• 1 Criminal Trespass
• 1 Simple Assault
• 1 Duty on Striking Unattended Ve-

hicle

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS
Gonzales County Sheriff ’s Office

Nov. 28 – Dec. 4

Nov. 29:
• Robert Jason Welch, 43, Gonzales, 

Aggravated Assault w/Deadly Weapon. 
Requires $85,000 Bond. Remains in Cus-
tody.

Nov. 30:
• Billy Lopez Padron, 41, San Marcos, 

Local Warrant – Engage in Organized 
Criminal Activity. Local Warrant — En-
gage in Organized Criminal Activity. 
Requires $20,000 Bond. Remains in Cus-
tody.

• Michael Anthony Perez, 41,Commit-
ment/Sentence – Manufacture Deliver 
Controlled Substance PG 1 >4G <200G. 
Remains in Custody.

Dec. 1:
• George Reynaldo Trevino, 23, Victo-

ria, Local Warrant – Possession Marijua-
na <2 oz. Requires $1,000 Bond. Remains 
in Custody

• Frank Jacob Jalufka Jr., 49, Gonzales, 
Local Warrant – Driving while Intoxicat-
ed 3rd or More. Requires $50,000 Bond. 
Remains in Custody

Dec. 2:
• Latauria Mae Sanders, 36, Giddings, 

Local Warrant – Aggravated Assault 
Date/Family/Household Member w/
Weapon. Requires $35,000 Bond. Re-
mains in Custody.

Dec. 3:
• Joseph Lee Vallicillo, 34, Gonzales, 

Local Warrant – Assault Family/House-
hold Member Impede Breathing/Circula-
tion. Released – Weekender

• Angel Salazar Jr., 53, Houston, Com-
mitment/Sentence – Possession Con-
trolled Substance PG 1 <1G. Released – 
Weekender.

• Clyde Douglas Staton, 46, Luling, Pos-
session Controlled Substance PG 1 <1G. 
Released on $4,000 Bond. Tamper/Fabri-
cate Physical Evidence w/Intent to Impair. 
Released on $5,000 Bond. Local Warrant – 
Criminal Mischief >$100 <$750. Released 
on $750 Bond. Local Warrant – Theft 
of Material Alum/Brnz/Copper/Brass 
<$20K. Released on $4,000 Bond

Statistics:
• Total Arrest, Court Commitments, 

other agency arrest and processings:
GCSO: 9; DPS: 1; GPD: 1; WPD 1; 

NPD: 1. Total: 13.

Kolkhorst receives ‘Big Voice for Little Texans’ Award
Special to The Inquirer

Texas CASA has honored 
State Senator Lois W. Kolk-
horst (R-Brenham) with the 
“Big Voice for Little Texans” 
Award for her legislation to 
reform and improve residen-
tial treatment centers that 
house children and youth in 
foster care with higher needs. 
Texas CASA also recognized 
her leadership on securing in-
creased state funding to sup-
port CASA programs and to 
support the ongoing rollout 
of Community-Based Care in 
Texas.

“Child abuse and neglect 
have no place in Texas and I 
am proud to work with orga-
nizations like CASA to be an 
advocate for our most fragile 
young people across the state,” 
said Kolkhorst. “This is an is-
sue that should bring every 
Texan together, to shine a light 
in the darkness and offer hope 
to struggling children and 
families and give them hope 
for a brighter future.”

During the 86th Legisla-
ture, Senator Kolkhorst who 
Chairs the Senate Committee 
of Health & Human Services 
passed Senate Bill 781 that 
raises standards for Residen-
tial Treatment Centers (RTC) 
in conformance with the fed-
eral Family First Act. The bill 
also provides more regula-
tory authority for dealing with 
RTCs that don’t meet required 
standards, it requires greater 
community engagement and 
planning when an RTC is seek-
ing licensure, and it strength-
ens child safety and runaway 
prevention procedures at these 
facilities. 

 Senator Kolkhorst was also 
the key decision maker in sup-
porting an increase in CASA 
funding of $1.75 million a year, 
funding that is absolutely vital 
to supporting the 72 CASA 
programs statewide and their 
efforts to serve as many chil-
dren in foster care as possible.

CONTRIBUTED
State Sen. Lois Kolkhorst receives award from Texas CASA Leadership.

Be a Know-It-All
The Gonzales Inquirer

In print and online • 830-672-2861
www.GonzalesInquirer.com 

Subscribe today
$48 in county
$60 out of county



By LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisherf

When the pressure was on in 
the fourth period, the Gonzales 
Apaches turned up the pressure 
on Eagle Pass and it lifted them to 
a 58-56 come-from-behind home 
win Tuesday, Dec. 7.

Gonzales jumped out to an early 
4-2 lead and held a 6-5 advantage 
early, but the Eagles started light-
ing up the nets from the three-
point line and used that to take a 
16-12 lead at the end of the first 
period.

The two teams both kicked their 
transition games into gear in the 
second period, but while the Eagles 
were hitting their outside shots, 
Gonzales was having a little more 
trouble on the perimeter. That dif-
ference helped Eagle Pass increase 
their lead to 35-29 at the break.

In the third period, the Apaches 
went on a 11-4 run to take a 40-
39 lead with 4:16 left in the third 
quarter, thanks to fast break points 
by Angel Martinez, Jeremiah Hast-
ings and Xavier Aguayo. However, 
the Eagles would score the next 
six points, including a pair of free 
throws after a technical foul on 
Martinez, to take a 45-40 lead at 
the end of the third period.

That set up a thrilling fourth 
period which saw the lead change 
several times. Gonzales went on a 
7-0 run to claim a 47-45 lead with 
5:45 left in the period. Eagle Pass 
would reclaim the lead at 49-47 
and then Gonzales tied it at 53-53 
with 1:48 left in the game. A drive 
by Aguayo for a bucket put the 
Apaches up 55-53 with 1:01 left. A 
converted free throw and another 
basket made it 58-53.

Eagle Pass hit a late three-point-
er with 23 seconds left to narrow 
the lead to 58-56, but Gonzales was 
able to thwart any further come-
back to cap off an incredible win. 

In the fourth period, the Apaches 
outscored the Eagles, 18-11.

Hastings led Gonzales with 16 
points, while Aguayo had 15 and 

Martinez had 11. The win moves 
Gonzales’ record to 6-3. They next 
take on Karnes City at home at 6:30 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 9.

SPORTS
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“To hear clearly is to live fully.”
You are invited by Brown Hearing Centers to participate in 
a market research program in your area to evaluate a new 
digital hearing instrument.
This new digital technology is revolutionary in its ability to 
provide a natural sound experience within a device that is at 
the same time comfortable, discreet and easy to use.

Free demonstration of new technology with no obligation to purchase.
Evaluation Date

Tuesday, December 14, 2021
9:30 am - 4:30 pm

Call now for this free demonstration:

1-855-894-1869

Brown Hearing Centers
417 St. George Street, Ste. 109

Town square across from 
Confederate memorial statue 

Gonzales, TX. . .Where  techno logy  meets  t rad i t ion .

brown
HEARING CENTERS

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED for assessment of new hearing technology 
How it works:
► Demonstrations will be available to all qualified participants.
► Call to schedule a FREE hearing evaluation during this event.
► Should you decide that you would like to purchase the technology, a deep discount will be offered.

What can I do with this new technology?
► Enjoy a Show - follow speech even in environments that tend to echo.
► Brunch with Friends - background noise reduction technology allows you to follow conversation
► Get Outside - wind reduction allows you to hear clearly even outdoors.
► Connect to Devices - hear music, phone conversations and TV in high definition. (Even your 

grandkids will be impressed!)

Golden Certified F1s
Herefords, Polled & Horned

Breeding Age Bulls • Heifers • Yearlings • Private Treaty

Harlen Merks, Mgr  ph 361-649-1717
Nopal, TX • 11 mi. N of Yorktown

www.redbirdranchcattle.com

Superior Breeding • Gentle Handling • Range Ready

Redbird Ranch

From staff reports

The Gonzales Apaches 
won two of their five games 
in the Cedar Creek tourna-
ment last week, advancing 
to the third place game be-
fore falling to Pflugerville 
Hendrickson, 70-49, on 
Saturday, Dec. 4.

Coach Alex Paramski 
said the team, which is now 
5-3 on the season, had big 
contributions throughout 
the tourney from Brady 
Barfield, Angel Martinez, 
Jeremiah Hastings and 
Xavier Aguayo.

Third Place Game
Gonzales kept it close 

in the opening quarter as 
Hendrickson took a 18-15 
lead after the first period. 
The Apaches did have a lead 
at 12-10 before an 8-3 run 
put the Hawks ahead. In the 
second period, Hendrick-
son outscored Gonzales, 
21-16. The Apaches were 
able to keep within three 
points at 27-24 until the 
Hawks closed out the pe-
riod with a 12-7 spurt that 

made the halftime score 39-
31 in favor of Hendrickson.

In the third period, Gon-
zales outscored Hendrick-
son, 12-11, and closed to 
within seven at 50-43 on a 
Xavier Aguayo three-pointer 
from near half-court at the 
buzzer. It appeared momen-
tum was on the Apaches’ 
side, but the Hawks went on 
a 9-0 run to start the fourth 
period and would outscore 
Gonzales, 20-6, in the final 
12 minutes to claim the win.

Earlier games
On Friday, Dec. 3, the 

Apaches’ defense was front 
and center as Gonzales beat 
Taylor, 40-33, and Lock-
hart, 54-40, to advance to 
the third-place game.

On Thursday, Dec. 2, the 
Apaches had their hands 
full in contests with Bren-
ham (a 66-39 loss) and host 
Cedar Creek (a 80-42 loss).

Gonzales was scheduled 
to play at home vs. Eagle 
Pass at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, and at home against 
Karnes City at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 9.

Apaches place fourth 
in Cedar Creek tourney

Lady Apaches go 1-4 
in Karnes City tourney

From staff reports

The Gonzales Lady 
Apaches finished the 
Karnes City tournament 
with a 1-4 record with loss-
es to Yorktown, host Karnes 
City, Shiner and Blanco, but 
they also got a victory over 
Stockdale to break a five-
game losing streak.

On Saturday, Dec. 4, the 
Lady Apaches lost to Blan-
co, 35-24. Gonzales (4-10) 
held a 7-6 lead after the first 
period, but an 18-2 run by 
the Lady Panthers in the 
second period gave Blanco 
a 24-9 halftime lead that 
was insurmountable, even 
though Gonzales outscored 
the Lady Panthers, 15-11 in 
the second half.

On Friday, Dec. 3, Gon-
zales had a very strong 
defensive outing against 
Stockdale in a 61-38 win 
at the Karnes City tourna-
ment on Friday, Dec. 3.

Gonzales had its best of-
fensive output of the season 
with the 61 points scored 
and while they shot just 33 
percent from the field, they 
did hit 47 percent of their 
three-point attempts and 
made 67 percent of their 

free throws. Bella Aguero, 
Madison York and McK-
enzie Hodges all hit three-
pointers in the game.

Meanwhile, the Lady 
Apaches held Stockdale to 
just 19 percent from the 
floor and no three-pointers 
made and just 36 percent 
from the free-throw line. 
The Lady Apaches also 
hammered the boards with 
a 75-38 advantage.

Gonzales lost to Shiner, 
55-38, on Friday, Dec. 3, as 
well. They also lost to Yor-
ktown, 41-33, and to host 
Karnes City, 71-37.

Against Yorktown, 
Gonzales fell behind big 
early, 16-5, in the first pe-
riod. The Lady Wildcats 
extended their lead over 
the Lady Apaches to 24-9 
at the break. In the second 
half, Gonzales attempted 
to mount a comeback and 
outscored Yorktown, 24-
17, but it wasn’t enough 
to make up for the early 
15-point deficit.

The Lady Apaches were 
scheduled to play at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7, at 
home against Sealy and 
then on the road Friday, 
Dec. 10, at Mathis.

LADY APACHES COME OUT ON TOP

LEW K. COHN
Niyahna Lowery (1) tries to get past a Sealy defender 
in the first period of the Lady Apaches’ 66-54 home 
win on Tuesday, Dec. 7. Gonzales zipped out to a 
17-6 lead after the first eight minutes of play and 
never trailed in the contest.

Apaches save best for final 
period, beat Eagle Pass 58-56

Visit us online at
Gonzalesinquirer.com

LEW K. COHN
Xavier Aguayo (2) finishes off a steal with a fast-break layup and gets 
fouled as well during the first period of the Apaches’ 58-56 home win 
over Eagle Pass on Tuesday, Dec. 7.
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LEW K. COHN
Delaini Seger-Gordon (20) takes the ball to the hoop 
in traffic against the Sealy Lady Tigers while Kilee 
Schwausch (5) looks on Tuesday, Dec. 7. Gonzales won 
big, 66-54, to improve their record to 5-10 overall.
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Fehner & Son
has something for

everyone on your list!
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1ST Team
• Free Safety - Bradyn Martinez – Jr.

2nd Team
• Running Back – George Rodriguez – Jr.
• Offensive Line – Dakoda Oneal – Soph.
• Strong End – Holden Canion – Jr.
• Linebacker – Eric Rivas – Sr.
• Linebacker – John Garza – Fresh.
• Defensive Tackle – Christopher Jantes 
– Soph.

Honorable Mention
• Running Back – Dario Jantes – Sr.
• Running Back – Bradyn Martinez – Jr.
• Defensive Back – Leonard Zamora – Sr.

Academic All-District
• Eric Rivas – Sr.
• Jeremiah Munoz – Sr.
• Martin Moreno – Sr.
• Armando Medel – Sr.
• Sebastian Ortiz – Jr.

• Kevin Zavala – Jr.
• Fernando Mejia – Jr.
• Jose Perez – Jr.
• Holden Canion – Jr.
• Luke Moses – Soph.
• Kade Dixon – Soph.
• Dakota Oneal – Soph.
• Jesus Espino – Soph.
• Derek Maldonado – Soph.
• John Garza – Fresh.
• Aiden Flores – Fresh.

2021 NIXON-SMILEY FOOTBALLALL-DISTRICT AWARDS

By STEVE FOUNTAIN
Waelder ISD

The Waelder High School girls 
basketball team had a tough start to 
1A District 30 play, dropping a 56-23 
decision to visiting Moulton on Tues-
day, Dec. 7.

Both teams started slowly, with 
Moulton holding a 3-1 lead with 
3:47 left in the first period. Moulton 
surged ahead in the second period, 
taking a commanding 27-4 lead 

into the half. All of Waelder’s points 
came on free throws as the offense 
struggled to generate good shots, 
and failed to convert their shot at-
tempts from the field.

It was more of the same in the sec-
ond half. Moulton led 47-11 after 
three periods. Susana Yanez scored 
Waelder’s first field goal of the game 
with 3:55 left in the third.

Waelder (0-1, 1-3) managed to 
outscore Moulton, 12-9 in the fourth 
period.

Moulton improved to 10-4 on the 
year. 

Jalissiah Thompson scored nine 
points for Waelder. 

Waelder went 1-2 in non-district 
play, posted a 48-22 win over Calvert 
on Nov. 30, while dropping games 
to Smithville, 42-35, and McMullen 
County, 67-18.

Thompson led the team with 14 
points against Smithville. Against 
Calvert, Thompson and Maely Bra-
camontes each scored 12 points. 

STEVE FOUNTAIN
Maely Bracamontes looks in at teammate Liz Ramos before putting up a shot against Moulton on Tuesday, Dec. 7. 

Ladycats drop district debut to Moulton

NIT champs!

From staff reports

The Nixon-Smiley Mus-
tangs are NIT champions 
— champions of the 2021 
Nordhheim Invitational 
Tournament — after scor-
ing the final basket with 
2.1 seconds left to defeat 
the host Nordheim Pirates, 
49-48, on Saturday, Dec. 4.

The thrilling victory now 
has Nixon-Smiley at 5-0 on 
the season as the team has 
outscored its opponents 
by a 318-191 margin. The 
Mustangs are averaging 

more than 63 points per 
game and allowing just a 
little more than 38.

Stats from the champi-
onship game were not yet 
available.

“Although there were 
several outstanding indi-
vidual performances, it 
was truly a complete team 
effort and victory,” Mus-
tang Coach Carlton McK-
inney said. “We would also 
like to recognize and thank 
all of the fan support not 

Nixon-Smiley wins Nordheim 
title on last-second bucket

Lady ’Stangs go 2-3 
at Karnes City Classic

From staff reports

The Nixon-Smiley Lady 
Mustangs went 2-3 in their 
five games in three days 
at the Karnes City Clas-
sic tournament last week, 
running their season re-
cord to 7-5.

“Overall, the tourna-
ment tested us and put us 
in some situations that we 
have not been in yet this 
season,” Lady Mustang 
Coach Jordan Estrada 
said. “It was a great experi-
ence for us as a team, and 
will help us tremendously 
moving forward. Thank 
you to everyone who came 
out to support!”

In the opening game 
on Thursday, Nixon-Smi-
ley took on Skidmore-
Tynan. The Lady Mustangs 
jumped out to a big lead, 
taking a 19-2 lead in the 
first period. Despite scor-
ing just 18 points the rest 
of the game (six in each 

of the final three periods), 
Nixon-Smiley emerged 
victorious with a 37-35 
win.

Mady Velasquez had 
14 points to lead the Lady 
Mustangs, while Greenlee 
Houseton had nine and 
Abby Fox had six. Natalee 
Mendez and Criselle Stan-
sel each had four points.

Their second game of 
the tourney saw Nixon-
Smiley play Blanco, the 
team which knocked them 
out of the playoffs last sea-
son. A nailbiter, the game 
continued into overtime 
after regulation ended in 
a 43-43 tie, but the Lady 
Mustangs fell, 50-47, after 
one OT period.

Houseton had 16 
points to lead Nixon-
Smiley, while Velasquez 
and Fox each scored 12 
points. Kendall Amaya 
had five points and Men-

WILDCAT MURAL

Waelder HIgh School 
senior Ryan Valdez 
spear-headed the 

painting of a Wildcat 
mural in the school’s 
weight room. He was 

assisted by fellow 
students Maely 

Bracamontes and Xitlaly 
Hernandez. Others 

who helped were Juan 
Macias and  Madison 

Hadnot.
WAELDER ISD

See CLASSIC, page 16

See CHAMPS, page 16
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NOW OPEN!
Our New Fuel Island
on Church Street is

24 hours/7days a week.

Offering Diesel, Dyed Diesel, 
Unleaded, Non-ethonal

Unleaded, and DEF.
Fuel is available with a Schmidt & Sons 
proprietary fuel card only.  Applications 
for card may be picked up at the office.

dez had two for the Lady 
Mustangs.

The third contest of the 
tournament saw Nixon-
Smiley return to winning 
form with a 40-28 victory 
over Goliad. The Lady Mus-
tangs ended the first period 
with an 11-9 lead and a 
10-4 second period made 
it 21-13 at the half. In the 
second half, they outscored 
Goliad, 19-15.

Velasquez had 13 points 
to lead Nixon-Smiley, while 
Houseton had six and Men-
dez and Madisyne Rice had 
five. Stansel had four, while 
Ariel Villaneuva had three 
and Fox and Deanna Ama-
ya each had two.

The Lady Mustangs lost 
to McMullen, 42-31, in 
their fourth game of the 
tournament. Nixon-Smiley 
took a 10-5 lead in the first 
period and still held a 17-15 
lead at the break. However, 
the Lady Mustangs were 
held to just 14 second-half 
points while McMullen 
County put up 27 in the fi-
nal two periods for a come-
from-behind win.

Velasquez and Fox each 
scored eight points, while 
Houseton had five. Rice 
scored four, Mendez had 
three, Kendall Amaya had 
two and Deanna Amaya 
had one.

The final game of the 

tournament was a rematch 
between Nixon-Smiley and 
a Yorktown squad they 
beat on the road in the 
first game of the season. 
This time around, the Lady 
Wildcats came out on top 
with a 40-38 win over the 
Lady Mustangs.

Velasquez had 12 to lead 
Nixon-Smiley, while Hous-
ton and Kendall Amaya 
each had 10. Mendez scored 
three and Fox had one.

The Lady Mustangs were 
scheduled to play at home 
against Kenedy on Tues-
day, Dec. 7, and then at the 
Moulton Invitational Tour-
nament Thursday-Saturday, 
Dec. 9-11.

CLASSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

only in the championship 
game but throughout the 
entire tournament. Your 
support was a huge factor 
in the success of the team. 
Thank you again!” 

During their first game 
of the tournament on 
Thursday, the Mustangs 
had no problems at all 
with Runge as they rolled 
to an 85-26 victory. It may 
have been Nixon-Smiley’s 
first tournament game this 
season, but they looked in 
championship form.

They jumped out to 
an early lead in the first 
quarter, 24-10, and never 
looked back. 

After a strong start, the 
Mustangs went on to shut 

down the Runge offense, 
allowing only just six 
points in the entire sec-
ond half.

The Mustangs were led 
by Dustin Mejia with 19; 
Bradyn Martinez with 
16; Kade Dixon with 11; 
Holden Canion with 10; 
Luke Moses with seven; 
Ruben Bomer with six; 
Fernando Mejia and Da-
vid Abundis each with 
four, and Aiden Flores 
with three.

The second game on 
Friday saw Nixon-Smiley 
take a 51-35 win over the 
Industrial Cobras. After a 
tough start, the Mustangs 
worked their way into a 
28-21 halftime lead. They 

dominated the second 
half defensively only giv-
ing up six points in the 
third quarter and eight 
points in the fourth.

The leading scorers for 
the Mustangs included 
Dustin Mejia and Bradyn 
Martinez with 14 each; 
Luke Moses with eight; 
David Abundis with sev-
en; Jeremiah Munoz with 
six; and Holden Canion 
with two.

The Mustangs were 
scheduled to travel to 
Bloomington to take on 
the Bobcats on Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, and then go to 
the Moulton Invitational 
Tournament on Thursday 
and Friday.

CHAMPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Gonzales Little League registration
The Gonzales Little League Baseball 

registration is still open through Dec. 15 at 
a cost of $50 per child. From Dec. 16-31, 
registration will have a $25 late fee 
attached.

For more information, go to https://
clubs.bluesombrero.com/gonzalesll.

High school softball umpires needed
The Tri-County Softball Umpire 

Association will hold it first meeting for the 

upcoming 2022 High School Softball Season 
in Hallettsville. The meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Hallettsville ISD Boardroom. Anyone inter-
ested in umpiring is strongly encouraged to 
attend so we can plan for the new season. 
For more information please call E.L. 
Moore at 361-293-5160, Robert Klekar at 
361-798-6248, or Terry Patek at 361-676-
2941. Umpiring is a great way to give back 
to the great sport of softball and to our 
local communities.

GONZALES SPORTS BRIEFS

7th Grade Boys
On Monday, Dec. 6, the 7th grade B 

team fell to Navarro, losing 18-8. The offen-
sive player for the game was James Meeh 
with 4 points. The defensive player of the 
game was Ayden Hunt with 4 rebounds.

The 7th grade A Boys Basketball team 
lost to Navarro, 13-12. Keath White led the 
team in scoring with 6 points. Tyler Griffin 
and Tommy Barnes each had 3 points. 
Breailien Jones, the player of the game, led 
the way on defense.

8th Grade Boys
The 8th grade B team lost to Navarro, 

24-5. Leading scorers were Mike Castillo III 
and Jackson Robinson each scoring two 
points. Hagan Brown added the last point 
going 1 for 2 on the free throw line. The 
Apaches play the Pleasanton Eagles to end 
a homestand Dec 13.

The Apache 8th grade A team lost to 
Navarro, 38-22. Leading scorer was Lanom 

Rhoades with 8 points adding to the Apache 
attack was Oren Miller with 6, Brandon 
Dubose with 4, Travis Malveaux with 3 and 
ending the scoring Jayden Gonzales added 
a bucket. The team played with heart and 
scored the majority of their points in the 
second half, outscoring Navarro in the last 
two quarters. The Apaches end their home-
stand against the Pleasanton Eagles 
Monday, Dec. 13.

8th Grade Girls
On Monday, Dec. 6, the Lady Apache 

8th Grade A Team traveled to Navarro to 
play their fourth season game. The Lady 
Apaches played a hard-fought game and 
took a tough loss with a score of 29-12. 
Isabella Ikard was the top scorer with 8 
points. Hailey Camarillo and Yazmin 
Barrientos both scored 2 points apiece 
under the basket. Defensive player of the 
game was Isabella Ikard. A team’s record is 
now 1-3.

GONZALES JR HIGH SPORTS ROUNDUP

On Monday, Dec. 6, the Nixon-Smiley 
Middle School Lady Mustangs played 
against Randolph.

In the seventh grade game, the Lady 
Mustangs came up short, losing 37-20. 
Leading the way was Grace Gomez with 10 
points and Raven Barrera with 4 points. 
Kourtney Johnson and Jocelyn Vasquez 
had a number of steals.

In the eighth grade game, the Lady 
Mustangs won, 13-11. Alize Davila led in 
scoring with 7 points. Defensively, Sandra 
Valerio, Tyra Ortiz, Janice White, Josi Ellis 
and Madison Cisneros pressured 
Randolph, creating a number of steals and 
turnovers. 

Their next games are Monday, Dec. 13, 
at rival Stockdale.

• • •
This past weekend, the eighth grade 

Lady Mustangs took part in 26th annual 
Nixon-Smiley Lions Club Tournament. They 
finished the tournament in third place.

In their first game, the Lady Mustangs 
came up short, losing to Yoakum, 36-13. 
Leading the way was Alize Davila with 11 
points.

In the consolation game, the Lady 
Mustangs beat Natalia, 28-10. Alize Davila 
led in scoring with 18 points and Mady 
Cisneros with 4 points. Defensively, Sandra 
Valerio, Tyra Ortiz, Janice White, Josi Ellis 
and Coralee Barilett pressured Natalia, 
creating a number of steals.

• • •
On Monday, Nov. 29, the seventh and 

eighth grade Lady Mustangs traveled to 
Cole to take on the Cougars.

The seventh grade Lady Mustangs 
came out with a victory, 37-26. They were 
lead by Grace Gomez with 20 points, 
Kourtney Johnson had 9 points, Raven 
Barrera contributed 4, while Gabi Limon 
and Zeanna Croft each chipped in a buck-
et. Defensively, they were led by Kourtney 
Johnson and Jocelyn Vasquez with numer-
ous steals and forced turnovers.

In eighth grade action, the Lady 
Mustangs came up short against Cole, 
19-8. Alize Davila contributed 4 points, 
Dulce Mosqueda had 3 and Cora Barillet 
had 1 point. Defensively Janice White and 
Tyra Ortiz lead the way with numerous 
steal, forced turnovers and rebounds.

NIXON-SMILEY MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP SOCCER FRIENDLY

Waelder Middle 
School coach Austin 
Johanningmeier recently 
organized a lunchtime 
friendly among four 
teams of 6th graders 
from the school. The 
games were part of the 
soccer program getting 
underway at the school.  

WAELDER ISD
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BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

Daily Drink Specials 
& Daily Lunch Specials

520 Saint Paul • Gonzales
830-672-3647

www.therunningm.com

OUT BACK 
PATIO OPEN 
WEEKLY SPECIALS:

MON. – SALMON CROQUETTES
TUES. – LIVER & ONIONS
WED. – CHEF’S CHOICE

THURS. – MEATLOAF
FRI. – CHEF’S CHOICE

MEAL PLANS
CASSEROLES

DESSERTS

KITCHEN HOURS: 
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

BAR HOURS:
Monday – Friday

11 a.m. – 12 a.m.
Saturday

11 a.m. – 1 a.m.
Check Facebook

or Call for Updates

ORDERS TO GO OR DELIVERYORDERS TO GO OR DELIVERY

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
3-6 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

Nixon-Smiley welcomes families
with Family Night open house

By LIZ ADAMS
Gonzales Inquirer

“Here’s an easy one! What’s four 
times seven?” Eighth grade science 
teacher Michael Billings listened as 
dozens of students called out the an-
swer to the multiplication question 
that would earn them a bingo square. 

“Okay, this one is a little tough-
er,” said Billings, asking the group, 
“What’s six times nine?”

Math bingo was only one of the ac-
tivities fifth to eighth grade students 
and their families found when they 
entered the Nixon-Smiley Middle 
School classrooms on Tuesday eve-
ning for Family Night open house. 
Christmas themed snacks and punch 
were served while families made 
their way from one classroom to the 
next. 

Students from all grade levels sat 
together to construct Christmas trees 
out of spaghetti and gumdrops. At 
the next stop, they made Christmas 
ornaments. Students who followed 
the candy path to participate in all of 
the classrooms were invited to enter a 
drawing for a prize. 

Assistant principal Brittany Rogers 
said, “we haven’t been able to have a 
lot of things we normally have like 
Thanksgiving lunch with all of our 
families so this has been really the 
first time that we’ve been able to wel-
come our families into school.” 

Rogers explained that most of 
the teachers were volunteering after 
hours to help out with the event. 

“It’s been a team effort,” said Rogers, 
adding, “we also have student organi-
zations here. We have National Junior 
Honor Society, student council, junior 
historians and No Place for Hate.”

 Texas History teacher and coach 
Jonathan Miller chatted with stu-
dents about the origins of the Santa 
Claus story and how ideas evolved 
about Santa after European immi-
grants brought their traditions with 
them to the United States.  

Parents of students with younger 

or older siblings were able to bring 
the whole family along for treats and 
games.  Sixth grade student Summer 
Henderson said she liked the Christ-
mas lights. 

Instructional Facilitator Melissa 
Baethge said her favorite part of the 
event was decorating cookies. She 

liked the Polar Express activity, as 
well. 

Counselor Darby Clardy, who has 
been with the district for six years 
and helped plan the activities with 
Baethge said the best part of the 
event was bringing the families to-
gether. 

History Teacher Jonathan 
Miller points at the map 
to show students where 
Santa stories originated. 

Students make Christmas ornaments at Nixon-Smiley Middle School.

Nixon-Smiley Middle School invites families to campus for a fun Family Night with holiday themed decorations, 
snacks, games and prizes.  

Farmers, ranchers 
establish policy goals 
at annual TFB meeting

Special to The Inquirer

Texas farmers and ranchers established policy to help 
guide the agricultural advocacy efforts of Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB), the state’s largest general farm and ranch 
organization.

Policies regarding livestock, private property rights 
and foreign ownership of agricultural land were among 
the policies approved by the nearly 700 voting delegates 
gathered at the organization’s 88th annual meeting’s 
business session Dec. 5 in Corpus Christi.

“Our business session provides Farm Bureau leaders 
from across the state an opportunity to set the policy 
goals of the organization for the coming year,” said TFB 
President Russell Boening, who was re-elected TFB pres-
ident at the conclusion of the business session. Boening 
was first elected president of the organization in Dec. 
2014.   

Delegates approved several resolutions related to ani-
mal welfare. They supported a resolution that would 
require livestock health evaluation training for animal 
control and law enforcement personnel.

Delegates supported a resolution that would establish 
an assistance program for full or partial reimbursement 
to landowners for property damages due to illegal bail-
outs and chases.

Other resolutions approved by delegates pertained 
to eminent domain. Delegates supported requirements 
for companies with easements to install and maintain 
erosion control methods where the easement crosses a 
stream, creek, river or other erosion-prone areas iden-
tified by the property owner. Delegates also supported 
a resolution that opposes the use of eminent domain to 
acquire private property for renewable energy projects.

Farm Bureau leaders approved policy supporting fi-
nancial compensation to farmers, ranchers and indi-
viduals for contamination of groundwater wells, surface 
water for nearby farms, livestock and irrigation water 
sources in a farm or ranch is adversely impacted by haz-
ardous or toxic waste.

State resolutions adopted at the TFB annual meeting 
become policies that guide the organization in 2022. 
National resolutions adopted by the voting delegates are 
sent to the American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
for consideration in its resolutions process. 

In other action, Pat McDowell of Wheeler County, 
Mark Daniel of Baylor County, Kevin Wilkerson of Van 
Zandt County, Sam Snyder of Callahan-Shackelford 
County, John Griffith of Cherokee County and Allen 
Kaminski of Austin County were re-elected to two-year 
terms on the state board of directors.

For more information, visit https://texasfarmbureau.org.

GonzalesInquIrer.com
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Send us your child’s 
letter(s) to Santa.

Please include the child’s name and age.
These will be published in our

Dec. 23, 2021 edition.

Deadline – Dec. 13, 2021

Mail to 622 St. Paul, Gonzales, TX 78629
Att: Santa

Or Email To:
 sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Dear Santa,
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Love,
The courthouse glows with holiday lights for Winterfest.

Wonderful WinterfestWonderful Winterfest

Spicy and sweet aromas fill the air as Sonny Dolezal and Brian Pirkle prepare for their 
turn to compete in the Gonzales Noon Lions Club’s chili cookoff.

Gonzales Car Club 
president Rick Ashby 

shows off his 1958 
Chevrolet Impala for 
Sunday’s downtown 

classic car show.

Twyla and Autumn Johnson of Cibolo 
enjoy perusing a variety of vintage items 
offered during Winterfest by downtown 

merchants.
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Wonderful WinterfestWonderful Winterfest

Eric Peterson directs Concerto de Coro de Navidad choir performance accompanied by Amy Williams Saturday afternoon. 

Brandi Behlen 
provides live 
outdoor music for 
Winterfest.

A giant inflatable snow globe is the place to jump, dance and play on the downtown square during Winterfest 
weekend.Twirlers march in lighted parade in downtown Gonzales.

Miss Teen 
International 

Texas Belen 
Leon waves to 

parade-goers as 
downtown fills 
with music and 

Christmas lights 
for Winterfest.  

CONTRIBUTED/CURTIS ST. PIERRE
Santa Claus has time for youngsters of all 
ages — even the tiniest of tots — during 

the Gonzales Rotary Club’s Breakfast with 
Santa event at First United Methodist 

Church on Saturday, Dec. 4.
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GonzalesHealthcare.com

Do You Need?
Carpal tunnel surgery

Colonoscopy
CT Scan or MRI

3D Mammogram
Endoscopy

Hernia repair
Joint replacement

Lab tests
Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy
Ultrasound

…and more!

YOUR DEDUCTIBLE!
BE SMART! If you’ve met your insurance deductible for 2021, now could be the 
perfect time to schedule a test or procedure, when your out-of-pocket costs could be 
minimal or even zero. Act now before deductibles reset in January.

If you need a screening, test, or surgery, 
call us today (830) 672-7581.

Outsmart
DECDEC

that had happened during 
Winterfest, but she did not 
know who had initiated the 
complaint.

“I thought we had what 
was, for the most part, a 
very successful Winter-
fest event that was expo-
nentially larger than any 
others we have held and it 
made a little money back 
for the Main Street Pro-
gram,” Reiley said. “It was 
very chaotic as an event this 
large can be whenever there 
are a lot of volunteers and 
you have to be in more than 
one place at once as the per-
son who knows what is go-
ing on. But this was a very 
good event.

“I was told the Lions’ 
CASI Chili Cookoff was 
the largest they have had. 
We had a great turnout for 
the Grinch movie on Friday 
and the parade went super 
smooth and Dan Blake-
more was gracious and 
kind to play Santa for us. 
We even added a car show 
on Sunday that was really 
neat.”

Reiley, a Gonzales High 
School graduate, was hired 
by the city after four years 
as the administrative as-
sistant for the Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Agriculture. She said 
she is not sure what job she 
will seek next, but said “this 
may be a good time to do 
some ‘spring cleaning’ to 
get my house in order and 
then we will see what God 
has in store for me next.”

Gonzales Mayor Connie 
L. Kacir confirmed Reiley 
was no longer an employee 
of the city and was compli-
mentary of her work in the 
Main Street program.

“Liz Riley was a lovely 
addition to our team,” Kacir 
said. “We were honored to 
have worked together dur-
ing her employment tenure 
with the City of Gonzales. 
We wish her much success 
in seeking future career op-
portunities.

“I do not have any fur-
ther comment regarding 
personnel matters,” Kacir 
added.

REILEY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

forward to working with 
those on council, and even 
more so, to working with 
the residents of District 4 
as well as all community 
members.

“I am grateful to be able 
to serve, to help, and to rep-
resent the community as a 
team. My goal is to work to-
gether and make decisions 
with you instead of for you.”

I want to thank everyone 
for their support during this 
special election process,” 
Blakemore said. “Three 
elections in 12 months 
for the same seat required 
dedication from candidates 
and citizens alike.

“My platform was ‘Gon-
zales First.’ That was the 
focus throughout the cam-
paign and will remain the 
focus. The voters have cho-
sen, so the need now is to 
support our elected officials 
and continue to keep ‘Gon-
zales First.’”

RUNOFF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

minutes, the simulated threat was 
diffused. Emergency Room Super-
visor Cerena Michalec informed 
the public that the incident was 
only a drill and that there was no 
danger. 

Hospitals, schools, businesses 
and organizations have ramped 
up these drills in recent years due 
to an increase in violent incidents 
that have taken place in settings 
where hazards and vulnerability 
pose greater risks and challenges. 

Since these situations can arise 
spontaneously or with the specific 
intention to do harm, school and 
hospital employees have taken re-
quired emergency preparedness 
training and continue taking on 
more responsibility for knowing 
what to do should they ever face 
a real threat. 

In similar exercises, hospital 
staff have rehearsed scenarios in 
which the shooter fires on patients 
in a waiting room in order to ex-

pose those employees in any role 
to the things they might hear or 
see in an active shooter situation 
and give them opportunities to 
practice staying alert, locating the 
building’s exits and knowing when 
to run, hide or fight. 

“It’s repetition and training for 
the officers and it allows them to 
get familiar with the layout of the 
campus. This gives them the op-
portunity to find out where the 
exits are, especially for new of-

ficers. Students doing drills get 
the chance to learn what to do in 
case something were to happen 
at school,” said Gonzales County 
Emergency Management Coordi-
nator Jimmy Harless. 

Although staff members, pa-
tients, students, and community 
members have sometimes found 
emergency drills frightening, sen-
sible training has been proven to 
save lives. 

DRILL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Take
It On 
The 
Run.

Look for this logo
to sign up at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Get the news anytime, 
anywhere with
an eEdition
subscription
for just 

$42
PER YEAR

LIZ ADAMS
An active shooter drill takes place outside the Gonzales Healthcare Systems Emergency Room.  
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