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MAIN STREET CONCERT

VANDY VAN EPPS
Geri Armstrong sings and gets the crowd into 
the power of gospel music for the celebration of 
Juneteenth. For more photos from the event, see 
page 7.

Sucher sworn in 
as Gonzales mayor
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

During a packed council meeting 
Tuesday afternoon officials for the 
city of Gonzales, along with mem-
bers of the community, gathered 
for the swearing in of new Mayor 
S.H. “Steve” Sucher, who won the 
June 14 mayoral run-off with 544 
votes (over Isaac Anzaldua who 

received 493 votes).
Municipal Judge Deidra Voigt 

swore Sucher in as the new mayor 
of Gonzales, replacing former 
mayor, Connie Kacir, who served 
the city for six years.

After being sworn in, for one of 
the first acts in his official capac-
ity for the city of Gonzales, Sucher 

City manager 
addresses road 
construction
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Road construction began recently on 
St. Joseph Street with city workers re-
placing water lines prior to the repav-
ing project planned by TxDOT.

City Manager Tim Patek spoke to the 
Inquirer about the construction on St. 
Joseph Street and other road work the 
city has planned.

“The situation is (that) we wanted to 
get finished with the water line before 
TxDOT comes in, in July, and starts 
paving. TxDOT has from July the 4th 
until the end of August to come in and 
pave all of St. Joseph,” Patek said.

The city is working on two phases 
of getting the waterline replaced, and 
Patek explained the city was not al-
lowed to “commingle money” from the 
American Recuse Plan Act (ARPA) and 
the General Land Office (GLO). Patek 
handed out a construction projects 
schedule in the last regular city council 
meeting listing out the timeline of 
those projects, including road work the 
city will be completing on St. Law-
rence. Patek said they are waiting on 
ARPA funds to arrive prior to further 
projects.

“Once we get those, then we’ll be 
able to do that project. So hopefully, 
we can start bidding that out, prob-
ably within the next month or two. Get 
those funds in here in September, and 
then get that completed,” Patek said.

Regarding informing the residents of 
Gonzales about the road work; Patek 
had a staff meeting earlier Tuesday 

Commissioners ban outdoor 
burning, fix radio ‘issues’

Gonzales County commis-
sioners approved reinstating a 
countywide burn ban at their 
Tuesday, June 21, special called 
meeting and also straightened 
out some issues with previous 
actions regarding the purchase 
of radios for area law enforce-
ment and fire personnel using 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds.

The burn ban, which is for 

unincorporated areas of Gonza-
les County, takes effect Friday, 
June 24, and shall remain in 
effect for 90 days or “until such 
drought conditions no longer 
exist and this order is hereby 
lifted by authority of” County 
Judge Pat Davis. A violation of 
the burn ban is a Class C mis-
demeanor, punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $500.

In other action, commis-
sioners withdraw actions they 

Gonzales 
graduate
competes for
Miss Texas
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales High School and 
Texas A&M graduate An-
gela Witzkoske is competing 
against 41 other 
young women 
from through-
out the state 
to be crowned 
Miss Texas 2022 
this week in 
Richardson.

Witzkoske, 
26, of Harwood, holds the title 
Miss Richardson, the host city 
for the pageant, which is being 
held June 19-25 at the Eise-
mann Center of the Perform-
ing Arts. Last year, Witzkoske 
competed in the Miss Texas 
pageant as the reigning Miss 
Southeast Texas for 2020-21. 
She also competed at Miss 
Texas Teen USA pageant in 
2011 as Miss Gonzales County.

She is a 2014 graduate of 
Gonzales High School and a 
2018 graduate of Texas A&M 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
communications with a minor 
in journalism.

She served as Miss Gonzales 
County in 2012 and has volun-

CONTRIBUTED
Gonzales resident Lena Salazar, front, works on a scene from “As You Like It” with other Camp 
Shakespeare castmates in the Winedale Theatre barn. Camp Shakespeare’s first 2022 performance 
of the comedy will be at the Crystal Theatre in Gonzales this Friday, June 24, at 3:30 p.m.

Young thespians to bring 
Shakespeare to life in Gonzales

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

A partnership for the past 10 years be-
tween Camp Shakespeare at Winedale 
and the Crystal Theatre in Gonzales has 

seen young thespians ages 11-17 tread-
ing the boards at the venerable down-
town venue as they explore the works of 
the immortal Bard of Stratford-on-Avon 
through performance.

Campers will return to the Crystal 
twice this summer as well, beginning 
this Friday, June 24 at 3:30 p.m. when 
Session One campers will put on a 
public performance of the comedy “As 
You Like It.”

Witzkoske

See CROWN, page 13

See ROADS, page 18

Holt murder 
still unpunished 
22 years later
BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

The anniversary of the murder of John 
Robert Holt is quickly approaching.

Twenty-two years ago, Holt lost his 
life, with his murder occurring on the 
night of Sunday, June 25, 2000. Author-

See MAYOR, page 13

Decade-long partnership 
between Winedale, Crystal 
Theatre continues this Friday

See SHAKESPEARE, page 17

See MURDER, page 13

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

See RADIOS, page 17

Municipal 
Judge Deidra 

Voigt (left) 
swears in 

new Gonzales 
mayor S.H. 

“Steve” Sucher 
in the council 

chambers. 
Sucher was 

joined by his 
wife Linda 

(right). 
VANDY VAN EPPS

Your ad could be
here every week!

Contact Louis Decker
louis.decker@gonzalesinquirer.com

(830) 672-2861
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FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
June 23rd
Dottie Cuvelier

Randy Harkey Sr
Pam Lester

Lauren Miller

June 24th
Pam Connor

Brenda Hodge
Kellie Kutac

Kim Martinez
Preston Richter
Laurie Simmons

Norma Turk

June 25th
Pat Bautista

Jesse Campion
Tzitzi Dixson

June 26th
Robert Bennett

V J “Bubba” Brzozowski
Craig Hines
Shari Tate

June 27th
Ronnie Baker

Angela Barefield
John Lamprecht

Elise Low
Rebecca Menking

Irene Oakes
Cary Richardson

June 28th
Tyrone Stovall

June 29th
Terry Pemberton

Colleen Riker
Skylar Williams

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

HOTHOT

June 27June 27
103º/79º

A t-storm around the p.m.
40% chance of rain ● RealFeel 104

SUNNYSUNNY

June 23June 23
101º/76º

Partly sunny; hot, less humid
0% chance of Rain ● RealFeel 104

June 25June 25
103º/78º

Partly sunny and hot
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 104

Sunshine; hot, less humid
3% chance of rain ● RealFeel 100

June 29June 29
99º/76º

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

June 24June 24
102º/77º

Hot with clouds and sun
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 104

June 26June 26
105°/80°

Mostly sunny and hot
1% chance of rain ● RealFeel 104

June 28June 28
100º/79º

Sunshine and hot
5% chance of rain ● RealFeel 102

HOTHOT

SUNNYSUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

CONTRIBUTED
Pictured during a check presentation at the Community Health Centers of South Central Texas are, from left, Rafael De La Paz, 
Kaela Momtselidze, Carol Villareal and Jessica Ostiguin.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Community Health Centers of 
South Central Texas (CHCSCT) has 
partnered with American Cancer 
Society to increase HPV vaccina-
tion rates in the community. HPV 

vaccination is cancer prevention 
and helps protect against six types 
of cancer.

The American Cancer Society 
recommends that boys and girls 
get the HPV vaccine between ages 
9 and 12. 

On Thursday June 9, Kaela 

Momtselidze from the American 
Cancer Society, presented CHC-
SCT with a check for $30,000 to 
continue HPV cancer prevention 
efforts.

CHCSCT serves Gonzales, 
Caldwell, Bastrop, Guadalupe, and 
Victoria counties.

CHCSCT receives funds for HPV vaccinations

Nixon annual fireworks 
show slated for July 2
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Nixon-Smiley 
CISD, City of Nixon and 
Nixon Fire Rescue will 
host the annual Inde-
pendence Day Fireworks 
Show Saturday, July 2, 
at the Nixon-Smiley 
Football Stadium, 800 N. 
Rancho Road, Nixon. The 
fireworks will begin at 
9:15 p.m.

All attendees must stay 
in or be in close proxim-
ity to their vehicle. There 
will be no walk-ins and 
no loitering allowed.

There are no public 
restrooms. The com-
munity is encourages 

to watch the fireworks 
display from home as the 
fireworks show should 
be visible from two to 
three miles away with no 
obstructions (trees, large 
buildings, etc.).

Parking will be avail-
able at the football 
stadium parking lot for 
those wishing to watch 
from their car there. 
Donations and proceeds 
will go toward next year’s 
fireworks show.

Feel free to share your 
photos on the Nixon Fire 
Rescue Facebook page. 
For any questions or 
comments, email nixon-
firedept@gmail.com.

Main Street board 
discuss future events
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Main Street board 
of director got together 
last Thursday, June 16, 
to talk about the future 
of the Main Street Con-
cert series and other 
events.

The board went over 
the success of the Cinco 
De Mayo celebration, 
and later went over 
the June 4 and June 11 
concert and brought up 
the concerns about the 
heat, which has exceed-
ed 100 degrees at times.

“The June 4 and June 
11 concert, in my opin-
ion, have been so darn 
hot that nobody wants 
to come out of their air 
conditioning. We pay 
headliners sometimes 
$2,000 to $3,000 to play 
to 50 people,” Tiffany 
Hutchinson-Padilla, 
Main Street director, 
said.

Hutchinson-Padilla 
added those are some 
concerns that the board 
needs to keep in mind 
if they want to continue 
the Main Street Concert 
series or move towards 
something else.

Other solutions in-
cludes pushing times of 
the concert to back an 
hour, and Hutchinson-
Padilla mentioned the 

city agreement that the 
concert had to be shut 
down by 11 p.m.

Christine Presley had 
a discussion with fellow 
board member Britney 
Caka that the length of 
the event “is not equal to 
the success of the event.”

“You can have a very 
successful three-hour 
event, so from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. or 8 p.m. You 
know, we don’t have 
to drag it out all day,” 
Presley said.

The board suggested 
having a tent set up for 
water for the event.

Caka suggested that 
the concert series has 
run its course and they 
need to figure out new 
innovative ways to bring 
events downtown other 
than the concert series.

In other business, 
the Main Street Board 
approved the following 
agenda items:

• approved not to go 
forward with a Levitt 
AMP Gonzales Music 
Series grant application.

• approved a bid 
regarding a new stage 
banner.

• approved to alter the 
schedule of Main Street 
community events for 
2023 and continued 
discussions about the 
future of the June Con-
cert Series.

Smiley City Council replaces financial consultant

BY CLAYTON KELLEY
For the Inquirer

Smiley City Council removed 

former financial consultant 
Lisa Dudley added Paul Holm 
& Company in her stead at the 
June 16 council meeting.

The City of Smiley has also 
decided to move their financial 
institution from Wells Fargo to 
Third Coast Bank in Nixon.

Meanwhile, Ellis Villasana 

was appointed the new mayor 
pro tem of the Smiley City 
Council. Villasana was elected 
to the council May 7, but has 
previously served on the gov-
erning body.

The status of the animals in 
the city pound and the related 
costs was a topic of discussion. 

Some of the animals have been 
there for several years and the 
city’s concern is the amount 
of money being spent, nearly 
$640 per month, to take care of 
these animals.

Discussion on financial state-
ments and unpaid bills were 
moved into executive session. 

When called back from ex-
ecutive session, no action was 
submitted on that part of the 
agenda. 

An additional city holiday 
— Monday, June 20, to be 
observed as Juneteenth — has 
also been approved by the City 
of Smiley.

Villasana appointed 
mayor pro tem

Give blood, give life at June 28 blood drive
BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

Gonzales Memorial 
Hospital, in partnership 
with South Texas Blood & 
Tissue, is holding a blood 
drive Tuesday, June 28 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., with donors able to 
choose from hundreds 
of eGift cards in return 
for donating this life 
saving blood. The gift 
cards include those from 
Amazon, airbnb, and 
Southwest Airlines, along 
with many others.

In February of this year 
the American Red Cross 
released a press state-
ment asking for blood 

donations, citing that 
the U.S. was at its worst 
blood shortage in over a 
decade, with a 10 percent 
decrease in donations 
just since March 2020.

In April South Texas 
Blood & Tissue also 
released a statement, an-
nouncing that hospitals 
across south Texas are 
down to one day’s supply 
of type O blood, request-
ing at that time that the 
community step up and 
increase blood donations.

South Texas Blood 
& Tissue Center has 
experienced a 20 per-
cent increase in hospital 
orders for blood, and 
current donations do 

not keep pace with this 
demand. As of April 2022 
the total blood inven-
tory dropped to a 1½ day 
supply, considerably less 
than the 7-day supply 
recommended for this 
area, with type O, as men-
tioned above, especially 
low in supply, at less than 
a day’s supply.

South Texas Blood & 
Tissue Center states on 
their website that about 
200 more donations a day 
are needed to both match 
demand and re-build 
inventory to meet grow-
ing demands for blood 

to treat cancer patients, 
trauma victims, surgery 
patients and transplant 
patients, to name a few of 
the most urgent needs.

“Patients across South 
Texas require lifesaving 
transfusions every day. 
We’re asking for your 
help to ensure they get 
the blood they’re count-
ing on,” states the organi-
zational website.

For further information 
or set up a time to donate 
please contact Nicole 
Kubenka at Memorial 
Hospital Gonzales, 830-
672-7581 ext 1009.

Find out 
what all 

your friends 
are talking 

about

YOUR NEWS. YOUR WAY. follow us on
facebook for

easy access to 

The gonzales
inquirer
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

June 23 – South Texas Tours
June 25-26 – J&K Productions

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS
GONZALES LIVESTOCK MARKET
June 18
Cattle 1647
Compared to our last sale: Number 1 
quality calves and yearlings sold steady to 
a little higher on good quality. Less quality 
calves and yearlings sold steady with a 
weaker undertone. Packer bulls sold 
steady while packer cows sold steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium and 
large-frame No. 1: 150-300 lbs., 175-
215; 300-400 lbs., 185-200; 400-500 lbs., 
175-185; 500-600 lbs., 159-169; 600-700 
lbs, 147-152; 700-800 lbs, 142-151.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 95-100.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: Medium and 
large from No. 1: 150-300 lbs., 158-175; 
300-400 lbs., 157-160; 400-500 lbs., 
140-159; 500-600 lbs., 143-152; 600-
700 lbs., 134-142.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility and com-
mercial, 64-73; Cutters, 75-90; Canners, 
34-52; High yielding fat cows, 75-85.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, good 
heavy bulls, 98-116; Light weights and 
medium quality bulls, 88-95.
Stockers Cows: $600 to $1,000. 
Pairs: $750 to $1,100.

NIXON LIVESTOCK
June 20
Cattle – 1551
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $135-145-185
300-400 lbs - $148-158-193
400-500 lbs - $143-153-181
500-600 lbs - $134-144-170
600-700 lbs - $129-139-157
700-800 lbs - $122-132-146
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $117-127-173
300-400 lbs - $137-147-190
400-500 lbs - $131-141-160
500-600 lbs - $116-126-165
600-700 lbs - $107-117-137
700-800 lbs - $97-107-137
Slaughter Cows - $25-93
Slaughter Bulls - $83-114
Stocker Cows – $560-1100
Pairs: $590-1000
OUR NEXT HOLIDAY WILL BE ON 
FOURTH OF JULY!!!!

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: June 14
Cattle on hand: 2258
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $55-94
Utility & Fat Cows: $54-90
Light Weight Canner  Cows: $40-55
Pair/Weak: $30-40
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $104-113
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $89-103
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $74-89
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: None
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers: $750-
1150
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: None
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: $900-1225
Stocker & Feeder Calves & Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $155-210
200-300 lbs.: $150-215
300-400 lbs.: $152-207.50
400-500 lbs.: $148-195
500-600 lbs.: $142-175
600-700 lbs.: $134-160
700-800 lbs.: $124-152
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $140-195
200-300 lbs.: $135-175
300-400 lbs.: $136-172.50
400-500 lbs.: $136-165
500-600 lbs.: $135-162.50
600-700 lbs.: $122-145
700-800 lbs: $110-135
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $130-185
The market this week continued active 
and strong on the No. 1 kinds. No. 2 and 
plainer kinds sold a little easier. Over all 
a good active sale.
Packer cows and bull were $2 to $3 
higher on approx.. 425 total.
We will have a sale Tuesday, July 5th.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
June 15
Quality very deep. Market 3-5 better all 
the way through on all classes
Cattle – 1479
Sheep & goats – 948

Medium & large frame #1 Steers:
200-300 lb. 1.18-1.92
300-400 lb. 1.20-1.95
400-500 lb. 1.47-1.87
500-600 lb. 1.20-1.67
600-700 lb. 1.15-1.63
700-850 lb. 1.03-1.48
Medium & large frame #1 Heifers:
200-300 lb. 1.12-1.60
300-400 lb. 1.14-1.73
400-500 lb. 1.27-1.77
500-600 lb. 1.14-1.62
600-750 lb. 1.13-1.36
Cows:
Utility & commercial – 77-95
Cutters – 50-76
Canners – 38-49
Palpated cows (young) – None
(Middle Aged) – 450-1000
Cow/Calf Pairs – 500-1050
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 100-118
Light & Low Yielding – 65-99
Feeder Bulls – None
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies (Young) – 200-340
(Thin & Old) - 80-190
Kid Goats (Fat) – 3.60-4.45
(Small & thin) – 2.70-3.50
Wethers – 2.85-4.40
Billies – 1.40-2.50
Pairs - None
Barb. Ewes (Young) - 100-155
(Small & Old Ewes) - 60-95
Barb. Lambs (Fat) – 2.40-3.20
(Small & Thin) – 1.20-2.50
Wooled Ewes – 90-120
Wooled Bucks – 1.20-1.60
Lambs – 2.30-2.60
Barb. Bucks – 400

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET 
June 17, 2022
NO SALE ON JULY 1, 2022
Number of head 1,518
There were 261 cows and 22 bulls. This 
market was strong once again mainta-
ing and exceeding some of the levels 
last week. The market is very strong 
and higher on packer cows by over $6. 
Top cows were at $99/cwt while bulls 
topped out at $117/cwt, $4/cwt higher.

The calf market was a little weaker on 
the light and middle weights but the 
heavier end is solid. Drought and econ-
omy concerns are weighing on the 
market. Recession appears to be com-
ing causing the economy to slow down 
as consumers tighten spending to deal 
with inflation.
Packer bulls:     90.00-117.00
Packer cows: 
canners & cutters 70.00-99.00
poor & weak      44.00-69.00
Palpated: 
27 bred  83.00-96.00
PAIRS: 4        $875-$1.050
Steer Calves:  (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs.      150.00-180.00
200-249 lbs.      164.00-188.00    
250-299 lbs.     173.00-192.00
300-350 lbs.     159.00-188.00
350-400 lbs.     158.00-186.00
400-450 lbs.     158.00-184.00
450-500 lbs.     152.00-182.00
500-550 lbs.     154.00-175.00
550-600 lbs.     148.00-161.00
600-700 lbs.     139.00-157.00
700-800 lbs.     139.00-155.00
Bull Calves:  (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs     149.00-190.00
250-300 lbs.     175.00-192.00
300-350 lbs.     155.00-186.00
350-400 lbs.     153.00-184.00
400-450 lbs.     154.00-184.00
450-500 lbs.     158.00-178.00
500-550 lbs.     140.00-160.00
550-600 lbs.     142.00-154.00 
600-700 lbs      130.00-155.00
Over 700 lbs.     129.00-140.00
Heifer Calves: (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.     128.00-166.00
200-250 lbs.     135.00-186.00
250-300 lbs      148.00-200.00
300-350 lbs.     144.00-178.00
350-400 lbs.     138.00-163.00
400-450 lbs.     138.00-162.00
450-500 lbs.     136.00-182.00
500-550 lbs     136.00-

210.00=>replacement
550-600 lbs.     132.00-155.00 
600-700 lbs. 1 2 5 . 0 0

-162.50=>replacement 
Over 700 lbs     116.00-144.00

If this was the ordinary July 
Gardening Calendar, it would not 
be unusual for me to warn you to 
be ready for our first days of the 
year with 100-degree temperatures. 
Our 100-degree temperature days 
of the year usually arrive about July 
1. This year they showed up in May 
and occurred frequently in June! 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we did 
not experience anymore and as 
long as we are wishing, hope for 
some generous rains? 

We are still in drought restric-
tions and the lawns do not look 
good unless you have been able 
to irrigate despite the drought 
restrictions. A more reasonable 
solution than a generous irrigation 
program may be a survival strategy. 
For St Augustine grass that means 
watering every 3 weeks. If you have 
zoysia, Bermuda, or buffalo grass 
you may be able to refrain from wa-
tering and let the grass go dormant. 
Those varieties are capable of re-
covering from a dormant state due 
to lack of water relatively quickly 
after the rains resume or water 
becomes available from another 
source. In addition to not using the 
limited water the dormant lawns 
stay relatively weed free and do not 
need to be mowed.

In the vegetable garden okra, 
southern peas, and peppers are 
producing fruit as long as they 
receive adequate water. The spring 
planted tomatoes should be fin-
ished with their season and can 
be pulled in late June or the first of 
July. If you leave the tomato plants 
in the garden in July it often leads 
to spider mite at or disease devel-
opment. Clear the old plants out so 
you can plant the fall transplants at 
the end of the month,  

Anecdotally it looks like the old 
reliable Celebrity did the best in 
dealing with the heat and drought. 
They were prominent in the Top 
Tomato Competitions. Let’s see 
what happens with the fall crop, I 
would expect that the Rodeo To-
mato performs better than it did in 
the spring season. 

Flowers have done well despite 
the heat and drought. In the sun 
the show is led by zinnias and Cora 
vinca. In addition to colorful beds 
and cut flowers, zinnias provide 
nectar for pollinators and seeds 
for the birds. The Cora vinca has 
overcome the threat from aerial 
phytophera and is deer proof.  Two 
other deer proof blooms for the 

Q. My neighbor who is 
a good gardener recom-
mended that I plant Mexi-
can petunia as a ground-
cover. The flowers were 
attractive, but the plants 
keep growing tall and now 
are spreading. He says I 
have the wrong variety. 
What should I do? 

A. Yes, it sounds like 
you have the standard 
Mexican petunia (Ruel-
lia) rather than the dwarf 
varie-ty. The dwarf comes 
in 3 bloom colors (blue, 
pink, and white) and does 
not take over the neighbor-
hood like the large version.  
It will grow and bloom in 
sun or shade.  Pull all the 
tall Ruellia and replace 
them with the dwarf. Be 
aware that you will have 
a period of time when the 
tall spreading Ruellia will 
keep sprouting! The pol-
linators like both Ruellia 
but your neighbors will 
probably not. 

Q. You recommended 
that we use malathion to 
control stink bugs. Is there 

any organic option? 
A. One gardener in San 

Antonio area says he uses 
an outdoor vacuum cleaner, 
the kind with a tube collec-
tor.  It requires more labor 
but seems to work for him 
on his fruit trees and black-
berries. 

Q Is anyone else report-
ing that the purple mar-
tins have already left for 
the season? Between the 
heat and a lack of insects it 
didn’t look like they were 
very successful in produc-
ing youngsters.

A. Unfortunately I had 
the same experience and 
all the martins seemed to 
be gone by June 15 which is 
early for our neighborhood.  
At least one gardener has 
reported a more success-
ful nesting period than we 
have described. Please let 
me know how your martins 
fared this year. 

Q. We lost our Mexican 
limes to the February 
2021 freeze. We are going 
to replant. Is it best to 
plant them in the soil like 

we did last time or doe 
they survive better when 
planted in half whiskey 
barrels? 

A. I recommend the half 
whiskey barrels or a similar 
size container because it 
produces a plant that is 
large enough to produce a 
good crop but small enough 
to do a better job of protect-
ing them from the cold. 

Q. What do those black 
slugs eat? I see them at 
the edge of my raised bed 
garden.

A. They eat the same 
thing as snails, foliage and 
fruit. Control them with 
Slug and Snail bait. Beer 
traps also work well. For 
more information on beer 
traps visit my archived 
articles on plan-tanswers.
com. 

Garden
Q&A What’s the difference in 

Mexican petunia varieties?
CALVIN 
FINCH
Gardening 
Q&A

JULY GARDENING 
CALENDAR

See GARDEN, page 15



BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

Esophageal cancer is often un-
represented in the media, public 
discourse and general community 
discussions, leading to a lack of 
awareness of the existence, extent, 
causes and repercussions of this 
devastating diagnosis. Esophageal 
cancer is a disease that occurs when 
malignant (cancer) cells form in the 
tissue of the esophagus.

Esophageal cancer occurs in the 
esophagus, the long, hollow tube 
like organ that runs from the throat 
to the stomach. The esophagus 
moves food from the back of the 
throat to the stomach to be digested. 
Esophageal cancer usually begins 
in the cells that line the inside of the 
esophagus, and may occur any-
where along that tract. These muta-
tions/changes make cells grow and 
divide out of control. These abnor-
mal cells then form a tumor in the 
esophagus that may show growth, 
and invade nearby structures, po-
tentially spreading to other parts of 
the body. This is the sixth most com-
mon cancer death, worldwide, with 
rates varying in different geographic 
locations.

Chronic irritation of the esopha-
gus, including with risk factors such 
as smoking, heavy alcohol use, 
chronic acid reflux, and an individ-
ual’s nutritional habits can increase 
the risk of esophageal cancer.  Obesi-
ty and the disorder Barrett esophagus 
also is a risk factor for this disease. 
More men than women, statistically, 
will get esophageal cancer. Those 
diagnosed with Barrett’s esophagus 
(a precancerous condition caused by 
chronic acid reflux) should watch for 
other signs and symptoms and con-
sult their physician for further screen 
options and to discuss the pros and 
cons of this screening.

Symptoms of this disease include 
difficulty swallowing (dysphagia), 
unintended weight loss, chest pain 
or pressure, indigestion, or wors-
ening heart burn, chest pressure, 
coughing, or hoarseness without 
other known cause. Unfortunately 
esophageal cancer typically causes 
no signs or symptoms.

There are different classified types 
of cells involved in this type cancer. 
The type of resulting esophageal 
cancer will determine the treatment 
options used for treatment. Adeno-

carcinoma 
begins in the 
cells of mu-
cus-secreting 
glands of the 
esophagus, 
occurring 
most often 
in the lower 
portion of 
the esopha-
gus. Adeno-
carcinoma 
is the most 
common 
form of 
esophageal 
cancer in 
the United 
States, and 
affects 

primarily white males. Squamous 
cell carcinoma is made up of flat, 
thin cells that line the surface of 
the esophagus. This type of cancer 
occurs most often in the upper and 
middle portions of the esophagus. 
This is the most prevalent type of 
esophageal cancer worldwide. 
The other rare types of this cancer 
include small cell carcinoma, sar-
coma, lymphoma, melanoma, and 
choriocarcinoma.

The complications that may be 
found with esophageal cancer, in the 
advancing stages, are obstruction of 
the esophagus, with the mutated cells 
making it difficult for food and liquid 
to pass through the esophagus. In-
creasing and difficult to manage pain. 
Bleeding in the esophagus, which is 
usually gradual during severe stages, 
though may present suddenly.

Preventing this type of cancer, 
or reducing the risk would include 
smoking cessation; consuming al-
cohol in moderation, if at all; eating 
more fruits and vegetables, especial-
ly a variety of colorful choices to be 
added to your diet; and maintaining 
a healthy weight.

Betty Cohn is a retired registered 
nurse with 35 years of experience in 

the medical field in a variety of roles. 
She will write a semi-monthly column 

about medical-related topics and 
welcomes questions and suggestions at 

bospangle@yahoo.com.
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. 
Diverse and varied opinions are welcomed. 
Because of space limitations, we must limit 
all contributors to one letter per person per 
month. Letters of 400 words or less will be 
published unless they contain language or 
content that the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales County, or 
in response to a story that appears in print or 
online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters 
to be rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding 

a group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or 
services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is submitted in 
lieu of a paid “Thank You” advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates 
in local elections. Endorsements should be 
displayed in political advertising. In light of 

this policy, we reserve the right to reject or 
edit letters for references to candidates and 
whether or not they should be elected. The 
Inquirer will accept letters expressing views on 
bond measures, constitutional amendments 
and other such issues. Letters will not be 
accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention 
the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul 

Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in 
a digital format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.
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The collective “whoosh” sweep-
ing across the nation this 
month is the sound of school 

leaders exhaling, most of them having 
awarded diplomas, seen graduates 
throw caps skyward and watch them 
depart — ready or not — to face the 
great unknown.

The “whoosh” is as predictable as 
the next sunrise for administrators 
participating in events where “pomp” 
is exceeded only by “circumstance.” 
Not predictable, though, is whether 
Murphy’s Law kicks in. Usually what-
ever can go wrong does.

Understandably, there was con-
siderable “slack-cutting” by school 
superintendents this year, what with 
this being the first post-COVID school 
event worthy of true comparison to 
the “way we were” pre-COVID. In 
this piece, I’ll zero in on graduation 
caps….

*****
For a few centuries, square-topped 

caps — often called mortarboards 
— have added to the formality of 
graduation garb, fashioned like caps 
adorning 15th century Catholic 
priests.

Perhaps a better reason for keeping 
caps “on the square” is the removal of 
temptation to wear them backwards, 
since such switching doesn’t change 
“the look.”

For the past couple of years, 
though, many school leaders have 
shortened “thou shalt not” lists, 
enabling graduates to use their 
mortarboards as, uh, message boards. 
Conveyed are futuristic allegiances 
to whichever colleges or universities 
have been chosen, whatever pursuits 
are planned, or depictions just for 
laughs….

*****
Some laughable messages ride on 

whether attendees are privy to the 
graduate’s motivation.

One sticks out. A graduate’s cap was 
adorned with “tardy slips” collected 
during her senior year. “I would have 
included junior slips, too,” she la-
mented, “But that would have meant 
getting a larger cap.”

Two guys conspired with smile-
inducing messages. One read, “I did it 
my way.” The second one added, “He 
thinks he did.”…

*****
At one ceremony, the superinten-

dent spoke for several minutes about 
one graduate’s list of academic and 
athletic honors.

A woman seated in the audience 
whispered into the ear of the person 
seated next to her, unaware that the 
latter was the graduate’s mother. 
“I’d give 20 years of my life to have a 
daughter like that,” she said.

The proud mother answered, “Well, 
you didn’t miss it far.”…

*****
Having spoken at numerous com-

mencement ceremonies, I learned 
many years ago about the importance 
of brevity. Rarely is one ever criticized 
for a speech being too short. I’ve also 
learned that when such events are 
poorly planned, it is often the speaker 
who pays the price.

At a long ago engagement, the 
commencement exercises were held 
in an old gymnasium. There was no 
air-conditioning, and several box-
like fans did little more than redis-
tribute hot air. The temperature had 
soared to 101, holding well into the 
ceremony. Valedictory and saluta-
tory speeches were made, and the 
new principal made announcements 
we’ve all grown accustomed to hear-
ing. When he offered instructions to 
the 30 graduates, however, he invited 
parents to accompany them on stage 
if they’d like to do so….

*****
I pinched myself, making sure I 

wasn’t dreaming. I prayed that the 
first graduate would cross the stage 
without accompaniment. Alas, her 
mother came along, sobbing as she 
pointed to so many teachers who’d 
helped her daughter along the way. 
Two hours had passed before it was 
my turn. The 10 o’clock hour was at 
hand.

Babies were crying, attendees — 
whether standing or crammed on 
backless bleachers — were weary, 
and bladders were challenged. There 
were choruses of groans during my 
introduction.

I was determined to confine my 
remarks to three minutes….

*****
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See NEWBURY, page 15

Preventing 
this type of 
cancer would 
include smoking 
cessation,  
consuming 
alcohol in 
moderation (if 
at all) eating 
more fruits and 
vegetables and 
maintaining a 
healthy weight.
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The Greatest 
Treasure in the World

What is the world’s greatest 
treasure? Why?

Take a trip under the deep blue 
sea and look for treasures from 

A to Z. Can you find each letter of 
the alphabet hidden in the picture?

Diving for the lost city of Port Royal is 
dangerous. Divers must watch out for sharks.

Do all sharks look the same? No siree! Circle 
five ways the two sharks are different.

Divers looking for sunken treasure 
do not look for the hulls of sunken 

ships. Wooden hulls rot after 
hundreds of years under water.

Treasure hunters look instead for 
lumps that could be the remains of 

metal parts of a ship: cannons, 
anchors, tools and ballast. Sometimes, 
even these are hard to see, as most of 

them have been encrusted with 
sand and shells.

.
Standards Link: Spelling: Spell independently combining phonemes 
to form words; vocabulary development.

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination.

Long ago, Spanish ships full of treasure sailed the 
seas. Sometimes these ships sank, leaving tons of 
treasure on the sea floor. Search the sea floor for 
seven coins with letters on them. Unscramble the 
letters to find out what these ships were called!

A Spanish treasure ship was called a

Standards Link: 
Visual 

Well, shiver 
me timbers! 

There are two 
land animals 
hiding in the 

picture above. 
Can you find 

them all?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension.

Some say that in 1876, something carrying millions of dollars of gold 
crashed and fell into the Ashtabula River in Ohio. Many have tried to 
find the mystery bullion, but to date no one has. Do you think it is 
really there? Or is it a legend?

To find out what crashed, color each space with one dot BLACK and 
color each space with two dots BLUE.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 29

MYSTERY
SUNKEN
TREASURE
JAMAICA
SMUGGLERS
SHIP
DIVER
GOLD
LOST
CITY
SAND
ROYAL
SHARK
MUD
PORT

T A L D N A S E T S

O E L Y R E T S Y M

F O R S U R O U T K

G N S U E L D N I R

K E H V S U N K C A

A C I A M A J E T H

R D P O R T E N E S

S M U G G L E R S A

S L A Y O R U R T E

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

The crew of the pirate ship The Scurvy Albatross came 
up with a unique �ag. It’s the only one here that has no 

exact duplicate. Circle it.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

l.

m.

n.

o.

Dig through the 
newspaper to find:
• a word that 
 starts with tr
• something you 
 consider a 
 treasure
• four 2-syllable 
 words
• a 6-digit number

Standards Link:
Decoding: Recognize 

blends and 
multi-syllable words.

In the 1600s, Port Royal, Jamaica, was one of the busiest 
seaports in the Caribbean. It was home to merchants, 
missionaries, smugglers and pirates.

In 1692, an earthquake hit the city. Much of it sank 65 feet 
(20 meters) below sea level. For hundreds of years, sand and 
mud covered the city. Many treasure seekers tried to find the 
sunken city and failed.

Then in 1965, a diver named Robert Marx used modern 
equipment to dig under the layers of mud and found the lost 
city. He was not looking for treasure, but find it he did! 
          Thousands of coins 
          were found—perhaps 
          lost pirate treasure.

Answer: Galleon.

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Louis today for sizes and pricing! Louis.Decker@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Don’t let your advertising
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Plug into the power of print and online
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advertising gets attention, and it gets results.
In fact, 80% of  readers say they look at
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* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America from independent researchers.connect with more
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SOUTH STAR 
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SCHOLARSHIP 
with Shooting Star Savings Account 

Ask about our 

Savings Account 
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$100 Scholarship Bonus 
■ Ages 0-17
■ $25 Minimum opening deposit
■ No monthly service charges
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CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

About 80 people gathered for a 
Community Juneteenth celebration 
at the Camp House Concerts loca-
tion on Saturday, June 18, in Nixon 
to celebrate Juneteenth.

Organizers: Kelly Roberts-Cooper 
(decedent of Nixon and Gillett, 
Texas residents) Nona Bruce, Nixon 
resident

Largest family present: The But-
ler Family of Nixon

Largest city/town present: Nixon 
followed closely by Gillett

Oldest attendee: 83 years 7 
months old, Mr. C. W. White with 
Gillett family ties, followed closely 

by Mr. Calvin Martin, 83 years 5 
months old.

Youngest attendee: 11-month-
old Ryeson Ray Roberts, with Butler 
family ties.

Attendee who traveled the 
farthest: Sandra Jenkins, a former 
Nixon resident with Butler and 
Erskine family ties, traveled from 
California.

Music, food, prayer, and memo-
ries were made.

Local families represented (by 
last name): Alexander, Applewhite, 
Ball, Butler, Brown, Collins, Dibrell, 
Erskine, Gay, Houston, Mathis, 
Moore, Norwood, Patton, Roberts, 
Shelton, and White.

Nixon Juneteenth brings families together

Above: Tommie 
Butler (former 
Nixon resident), 
Lonnie “Bucky” 
Erskine (Current 
Nixon Resident), 
and Quincy “Boy” 
Brown (Former 
Nixon Resident) 
enjoyed each other’s 
company as they 
celebrate Juneteeth 
at the Camp House 
Concerts in Nixon 
Saturday afternoon. 
Left: Seventeen local 
families attended 
the Juneteenth 
celebrations in Nixon.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

The Edwards Association celebrated 
Juneteenth on Saturday, June 18, with 
a kickball tournament and fun day at 
the old Edwards High School campus 
off Fly Street. David Tucy, president 
of the Edwards Association, said the 
event was well attended and a joyous 
time was had by all. Tucy also thanked 
Kimberly and Rodney Miller of Divine 
Restoration Apostolic Ministries. Kids 
had a blast playing games and eating 
fresh watermelon slices.

CONTRIBUTED/ISAAC ANZALDUA AND DAVID TUCY
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Above: David Tucy, of the Edwards Association, 
spoke to the crowd on stage before headliner 
Beverly Houston and Breezin’ (at left) played and 
wished everyone a “Happy Juneteenth”.

MAIN STREET CONCERT SERIES

David Caesar, of the Russell Grant and the Gospel 
Group, sings gospel songs on stage last Saturday 
for the Main Street Concert series and celebration 
of Juneteenth.

Kimberly Miller sings along to Russell Grant and the Gospel Group during the Main Street Concert 
Series.

Above: The Gospel 
Group consisting of 

Sondi Snell, David 
Caesar, Geri Armstrong 

and Rihanna Gardner, 
performed with Russell 

Grant for the Main 
Street Concert last 

Saturday as they 
celebrate Juneteenth. 

At right: Geri 
Armstrong sings and 

gets the crowd into the 
power of gospel music 

for the celebration of 
Juneteenth.

Russell Grant on his signature keyboard as 
he and the Gospel Group perform to the 
crowd at the Main Street Concert Series in 
celebration of Juneteenth.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Above: Kimberly Miller (from left), Pastor 
Rodney Miller and Aaron Miller feel the 
power of the gospel music Saturday 
evening for the Main Street Concert 
series. At left: Franchell Jarmon and 
her son Aquaden Jarmon clap along to 
the beat of the music at the Main Street 
Concert Series.

Beverly Houston sang “September” by Earth, 
Wind and Fire and other cover songs at the Main 
Street Concert Series last Saturday night.

Rihanna Gardner, one of the gospel singers, 
with Russell Grant as she sings to the crowd 
on stage for the Main Street Concert Series 
in celebration of Juneteenth.
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The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinic june    2022 

Urology 
Robert Ryan, III, M.D. 
(830) 379-8491 
 
Ophthalmology 
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D. 
(830) 379-3937 
 
Orthopedics 
Trent Twitero, M.D. 
(830) 625-0009 
 
Podiatry 
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A. 
(830) 303-0005 
Charles White, D.P.M 
(830) 303-0005 
 
Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine 
(512) 821-2540 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATED AT THRIVE: 
 
Orthopedics                       Surgery                                                 Cardiology                             Dermatology                           
Gloria Box, M.D.                    Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                  William Craig, M.D.                    Dr. Desai                   
(830) 672 - 8497                     (830) 672 – 8497                                          (830) 672 – 3845                          (713) 864-2659 

 
Audiology 
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist 
(830) 372-2237 
 
Chiropractic 
Jeff Echols, DC 
(512)799-6811 
 
 
Dermatology 
Vicente Quintero, M.D. 
(830) 626-5551 
Dr Desai  
(713) 864-2659 
 
Nephrology 
Azhar M. Malik, M.D. 
(361)-576-0011 
George Osuchukwu, MD 
(361)576-0011 
Yong Du, MD 
(361)576-0011 
 
Obstetrics 
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN 
(830) 379 - 1500 
 
Pain Management 
Eric Miller, M.D. 
(830) 272-7746 
 
 

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

OBITUARIES

Janice Yvonne Caraway, 
age 48, entered eternal 
rest on Saturday, June 11, 
2022, in Nixon, Texas. She 
was born April 19, 1974 to 
Robert and Wilma (Leas-
man) Eilts.

Janice is survived by 
her loving husband of 
27 years, Kris Caraway; 
children, Jeannemae 
Echavarria and husband 
Inez “Junior”, and Zack-
ary Caraway; grandchild, 

Jason Lee Echavarria; 
parents, Robert “Buster” 
and Wilma Eilts; sister, 
Vanessa Gonzales; broth-
ers, Ronald Leathers, and 
Michael Leathers and wife 
Tonya; other loving family 
and many friends.

A visitation with the 
family will take place Fri-
day, June 17, 2022, from 
5:00 – 7:00 PM at Finch 
Funeral Chapel, Nixon, 
Texas.

Graveside Service
Saturday, June 18, 2022
2:00 PM
Nixon Cemetery
Nixon, Texas

Pastor Michael Cowey 
will officiate at the service. 
Interment to follow in 
Nixon Cemetery. You 
are welcome to sign the 
online guestbook at www.
finchfuneralchapels.com.

Janice Yvonne carawaY

Freddie Levan Brazil 
was born on Novem-
ber 14, 1955, to Betty J. 
Manley and Rufus Brazil. 
He was raised in Daytona 
Beach, Florida, where 
he attended Daytona 
Beach High School. After 
graduating, he enlisted 
in the US Army, in which 
he served nine years. For 
10 years, he worked for 
the Guadalupe Electri-
cal Company. Upon his 
health declining, he ful-
filled his dream of be-ing 
a truck driver for Tyson 
Chicken, which became 
the company to eventually 
retire him.

Freddie Brazil married 
the love of his life, Linda 
Brazil on December 12, 
1978, in Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. To this union, 
he gained three children; 
Barbra Ann Cray (pre-
ceded in death); Kinard 
Cray Jr. of Houston, Texas; 
and Gordon R. Mack Jr. 
of Austin, Texas. Out of 
these three children, he 
also gained five grand-
children: Keenen Mack, 
Keewaun Mack, Kyrese 
Mack, Kyne-sha Mack, 
and Rheya Cray. Freddie’s 
children and grandchil-
dren remember him for 
his resili-ence, strength, 
his sound wisdom, and 
wise counsel.  

Deacon Brazil was a 

faithful and active mem-
ber of Mount Pilgrim Mis-
sionary Baptist Church of 
Gonzales, Texas, for over 
40 years. Oftentimes, he 
would be the first to arrive 
and the last to leave - a 
true servant of Christ. At 
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary 
Baptist Church, he served 
in multiple capacities, 
such as the Head of the 
Deacons Board, Sunday 
School Superintendent, 
Baptist Training Union 
(B.T.U.), and in addition, 
he taught Vacation Bible 
School. Not only that, but 
Deacon Brazil found joy 
in singing in his church 
choir, and driving the 
church bus, which further 
ensured that all had a way 
to the house of the Lord. 

Freddie Brazil is 
preceded in death by his 
daughter, Barbara Ann 
Cray, and his father, Rufus 
Brazil. Deacon Brazil is 

survived by his wife of 47 
years, Linda Sue Brazil; 
his mother, Betty J Manley 
of Florida, and children; 
Kinard Cray Jr., Gordon 
R. Mack Jr Kimberly Mack 
Daughter in Law., and five 
grandchildren; Keenen 
Mack, Keewaun Mack, 
Kyrese Mack, Kynesha 
Mack, and Rheya Cray. He 
is also survived by his sis-
ters; Carol James Smith of 
Daytona Beach, Florida; 
Nadine Franklin Greg of 
Groveland, Florida; and 
Margie Manley of Daytona 
Beach, Florida. Brother 
Jessie Manley, JR, of 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 
Two special Brother s 
and Friends Bryan Polk 
of Gonzales, TX Quincy 
Johnson of Gonzales, TX. 

There is a host of fam-
ily member and friends 
who will forever cherish 
his memory, a host of 
nieces and nephews of 
Daytona beach Florida 
relatives and coworkers, 
classmates, and church 
members. 

Services: Saturday, June 
18, 2022, at 10:30 A.M., 
Providence Missionary 
Baptist Church

 1020 St. Andrew Street, 
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Services entrusted to 
Harris Funeral Home, 127 
Highway 90A, Gonzales, 
Texas

Freddie Levan BraziL

Audrey Lenore (Tharp) 
Kurtz passed away on 
Thursday, June 16, 2022, 
at the age of 90. She was 
born on June 25, 1931, to 
Mamie Pearl (Smith) and 
Walter Tharp in Gonzales, 
Texas. She lived in Gonza-
les County and attended 
Gonzales schools. She 
worked at Continental 
Produce, department, and 
retail stores and at several 
businesses she and her 
husband owned. 

She married Lloyd 
Morris Kurtz on March 
17, 1949, in Wrights-
boro. They had 68 years 
together be-fore his 
passing in February 2018. 
She was a member of 
the Memorial Heights 
Baptist Church, where 
she attended church and 
Sunday school. 

She was a wonderful 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, 
sister, aunt, and friend. 
Nicknamed “Cotton” at a 
young age by her grandfa-
ther, her amazing memory 
entertained family and 
friends with stories of her 
childhood and life experi-
ences. 

She was an avid reader, 
solved crossword puzzles, 
finished numerous jigsaw 
puzzles, and enjoyed 
an occasional trip to 
Louisiana. Attending the 
Tharp reunion annually, 
she enjoyed visiting with 
family and friends, telling 
stories, and playing domi-
nos. After her diagnosis, 
she decided to trust in her 
Lord and stay in Gonzales 

to be among her family 
and friends. 

Audrey is lovingly 
remembered by her son, 
Donnie (Patty) Kurtz, 
grandchildren, Amy (Rus-
sel) Hempel, Christopher 
(Laurie), all of Victoria, 
Becky Jo (Scott) Tolle of 
College Station, and Joey 
Al-ford of Gonzales, great-
grandchildren, Ashley 
(Buster Hansel) and Brit-
tany Hempel of Victoria, 
Scooter Tolle of College 
Station, and Ethan Alford 
of Gonzales, siblings, Bon-
nie York, Walter Tharp, 
Betty Nell (Carie) Tullis, 
James (Judy) Tharp, and 
Larry (Lisetta) Tharp. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
husband Lloyd, daughter 
and son-in-law, Susan 
and Joe Alford, sister Mar-
jorie, brothers Winston 
and Earlie, and one infant 
brother.

The family wishes to 
give a special thanks to 
members of the Hospice 
Care Team, the staff at the 
Texan Nursing and Rehab, 
Donna Kay Malik, Shirley 
Carleton, Ellen Lehnert, 

Marion Baker, Darren and 
Pam Parker, Edith Warren, 
Sammie Malatek, Barbara 
Koricanek, Judy Munoz, 
and all her other many 
friends and caregivers 
that are too numerous to 
mention. 

A visitation will be held 
on Monday, June 20, 2022, 
from 9 AM until 11 AM, 
in Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home. A graveside service 
will follow in the I.O.O.F. 
Cemetery with Rev. Clint 
Lowery officiating. Pall-
bearers include: Russel 
Hempel, Christopher 
Kurtz, Joey Alford, Darren 
Parker, James Tharp, and 
Larry Tharp. Honorary 
pallbearers: Scott Tolle, 
Carie Tullis, Walter Tharp, 
and the Sunday School 
class at Memorial Heights 
Baptist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made one 
of the following, or to a 
donor of one’s choice:

Memorial Heights 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 2, 
Gonzales, Texas 78629.

Pecan Branch-Smith 
Cemetery (c/o Tyree LaF-
leur), 3267 State Highway 
97 East, Gonzales, Texas 
78629.

Care Team Hospice, 
1119 Water Street, Gonza-
les, Texas 78629.

Friends and family may 
leave their condolences 
and sign the guestbook 
by visiting www.seydler-
hillfuneralhome.com. Ser-
vices are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home. 

audreY Lenore (Tharp) KurTz

Marian Theresia Brom 
Vyvjala, 92, of Gonzales, 
passed away Friday, June 
17, 2022. Marian was born 
November 25, 1929 in 
Lavaca County to John J. 
and Mary Sykora Brom. 
She married Clarence 
Vyvjala on November 5, 
1955 in Moulton, Texas. 
Marian was a charter 
member of the St. James 
Altar Society and Catholic 
Daughters. Marian was 
an active church member 
until she moved to The 
Heights of Gonzales in 
April 2011. 

Marian grew up in 
Lavaca County near 
Moulton. She graduated 
from the Moulton High 
School with the Class of 
1947. She worked with her 
husband at Quality Print 
Shop from 1976 to 2009 
all the while raising two 
children, keeping house, 
and preparing magnifi-
cent meals for her family. 
She was an amazing cook, 
canner, and seamstress. 
She enjoyed yard work 
and treas-ured the fruit of 
her labor. She was a loving 
and doting mother and 
grandmother and a faith-
ful wife and companion to 
her husband. 

Marian Vyvjala is 
survived by her ador-
ing family; daughter 
and son-in-law, Cynthia 
Vyvjala Stickle and George 
of Smithville, son, Michael 
Vyvjala of Gonzales, 
granddaughter, Hannah 
Louise Stickle of Smith-
ville, sisters, Georgia Raab 
of Shiner, Emily Migl of 
Victoria, Margie No-vak 
(Victor) of Yoakum, and 
Martha Migl of Victoria. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband and 
parents.

The family will receive 
friends from 5 to 7 pm 
Sunday, June 19, 2022 
at Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home with the Holy Ro-
sary being recited at 7 pm. 
A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated at 2 pm 

Monday, June 20, 2022 in 
St. James Catholic Church 
with Deacon Terry Bren-
nan presid-ing. Prior to 
the mass a viewing at the 
church will be from 1 to 
1:45 pm. Burial will follow 
in the Gonzales Catholic 
Cemetery. Pallbearers: 
George Stickle, Doug Jans-
sen, Mark Friedrich, and 
Steve, Stephen, and Leo 
John Vyvjala. Memorials 
may be made to the St. 
James Altar Society or the 
Gonzales Catholic Daugh-
ters. Friends may leave 
their condolences to the 
family by visit-ing www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com. Services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home.

Marian Theresia BroM vYvJaLa
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HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

GONZALES
INQUIRER

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

Visit us online at
Gonzalesinquirer.com

460
LIVESTOCK

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

050
GARAGE SALES

055
ESTATE SALES

SUBSCRIBE! 
830-672-2861

680
COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY FOR RENT

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

FOR SALE: 
BRANGUS heif-
ers. 830-437-
5772.

FOR SALE: 
BRANGUS bulls. 
Ready to go to 
work. 830-437-
5772.
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YARD SALE: 
COLLECTIBLES, 
kitchen items, 
Furniture, Framed 
pictures, Yard 
items, and more! 
Saturday, June 
25th from 7am to 
5pm. Lakewood 
Road (Corner of 
2091 South and 
CR465), Brown 
Brick House, 112 
E County RD. 
465, Gonzales, 
TX 78629.

Brandt Estate Sale
Saturday, June 25th &

Sunday, June 26th  
from 8a-2p

1012 St. Vincent in
Gonzales, TX 78629

No early birds, prices given
prior OR presales!

Follow:
www.Facebook.com/comeandorganizeit 

for updates and photos

Nice variety of items! China 
Cabinet, 2 Dining Table w/ Chairs, 

2 Desks, 3 Full Beds, 3 Seeing 
Machines, 2 Couches, Arm 

Chairs, Chest of Drawers, Dresser, 
Cabinet, What Not Chairs & Side 

Tables, Kitchen Items, Dishes, 
Decor, Books, Canning Jars, 

Outdoor Items, Outdoor Table and 
sooooo much more!! 

055
ESTATE SALES

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

OFFICE SPACE 
OR RETAIL for 
rent. St. Paul. 
First Class space. 
1100 sq. ft to 
3,000 sq. ft. Price 
negotiable. 512-
217-1842.

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

TRUCK DRIVERS
NEEDED

LOCAL/O.T.R
Cal-Maine Foods Inc.

Fast growing company has openings 
for qualified experienced Class A CDL 
Drivers.

Clean MVR – Ability to Pass DOT 
Physical & Drug Screen.

Vacation, Holidays, Sick leave, health 
plan, 401K, life insurance, home 
nightly.

E.O.E.
All applicants apply at 

400 S. Colorado,
Flatonia, TX 78941

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions
Starting Wage $11.75

Nest Fresh Egg Company is happy to
announce that it has broken ground
in Cuero for its new processing and
distribution plant. We are currently
taking applications for employment
for our Gonzales and Cuero locations
Nest Fresh is also looking for additional
Chicken Houses for 2023 to contract 
grow eggs for the new plant capacities. 

Warehouse Positions Available
-Packer
-Loader

-Palletizer
-Dock Worker
-Farm hand

Starting pay $10.00/ HR, OT available!
*Medical, Dental, 401K available after 

Probation time*

Nest Fresh-Gonzales
925 St Andrew Street
Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-4433
Please call or stop in!

Prototype Machine Company  
is accepting applications for Full-Time 

employment in the following positions:
- Quality Control Inspector / Shipping

- Manual Lathe Operator

*Experience Preferred

*Applicants must be self-motivated and 
dependable with the ability

to interact well with employees / managers 
throughout the organization 

Paid Vacation, Paid Medical Insurance, 401K 
Apply in person at 818 Prototype Rd, Flatonia, Texas

ECI Specialist
To provide planning and implementation of direct 
services to children with special needs ages birth 

to three and family support services.
Bachelor’s Degree in related field; Valid Texas 

Teaching Certificate, certification or endorsement 
in area related to assignment; 

Licensed Master Social Worker; Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker; Licensed Professional Counselor; 

or Registered Nurse (Licensed)
Full time w/benefits. 

Region 3 Education Service Center
1905 Leary Lane,

Victoria, Texas  77901-2899
361-573-0731

Please apply online www.esc3.net

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

R.N., Charge – regular part-time. Emergency Department. 
Night shift. ACLS, PALS & TNCC certifications required.

Minimum one year experience preferred. Full benefits 
available for full-time. Competitive salary.

Call to discuss our sign-on bonus
for full-time Positions!

361-293-2321, extension 108
Apply online at

www.yoakumhospital.org
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

JOIN OUR TEAM
OF QUALITY

PROFESSIONALS

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: 
Admin Support IT Analyst – full-time.
Monday thru Friday. Rotating call including 
weekends and holidays. Associates degree in 
computer related field preferred. Five plus 
years IT experience preferred. A+ or other 
related certifications preferred. Experience 
with network devices, telecommunication
systems, including cell phones, iPads,
Polycom, etc., AS400, and Windows server 
support preferred. Advanced troubleshooting
skills with computer software, hardware, and 
peripherals, Microsoft operating systems, 
and computer hardware deployment tools
for operating system images preferred. 
Knowledge of fundamental information
security concepts and processes such as 
risk assessment and mitigation strategies,
security control techniques, and
technologies, preferred. HTTECH and
HIPAA security experience preferred. Highly 
self-motivated, self-directed, and attentive to 
detail individual being sought. Full benefits 
available. Competitive salary.

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

WESTHOFF IN-
D E P E N D E N T 
SCHOOL District 
is seeking appli-
cations for a Bus 
Driver. $21.00/
hour with a guar-
antee of 3 hours 
per day. Insur-
ance provided 
upon employ-
ment. Please 
contact David 
Kennedy at (830) 
236-5519 or visit 
Westhoff School 
for applications.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

 GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

facebookon
Like The Gonzales Inquirer

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
830-672-2861

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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June 16 
Puzzle Answers

EMERGENCY ORDER
GONZALES COUNTY, TEXAS

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, 
as amended, a state of disaster has been declared based on the imminent threat of 
disaster from wildfire, and

WHEREAS, declaration of such disaster authorized the imposition of controls on 
activities which tend to increase the likelihood of such fires:

BE IT THEREFORE ORDERED that the following emergency regulations are 
hereby established for all unincorporated areas of Gonzales County, Texas, for the 
duration of the above mentioned declaration;

1. Actions prohibited: A person violates this order if he/she burns any 
    combustible material outside of an enclosure which serves to contain all 
    flames or sparks or orders such burning by others.

2. Enforcement:
    (a) Upon notification of suspected outdoor burning, the fire department 
    assigned to the location of the fire shall respond to the scene to investigate 
    the nature of the fire;
    (b) As soon as possible, a duly commissioned peace officer shall be sent to 
    the scene to investigate the nature of the fire;

3. Violation of this order: At the discretion of a peace officer and the Fire Chief 
    or Fire Incident Commander, it shall be determined if a violation of this 
    order has occurred. A citation may be issued and the cited party may be 
    prosecuted in accordance with the statutes and procedures governing mis
    demeanors. (In accordance with Local Government Code 352.081(h), a 
    violation of this order is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to 
    exceed $500.00)

BE IT ALSO ORDERED that this non-commercial preparation of food and the 
burning of prickly pear for livestock feed are exempt from this order.

BE IT ALSO ORDERED that the purpose of this order is the mitigation of the 
hazard posed by wildfires by curtailing the practice of outdoor burning, which 
purpose is to be taken into account in any enforcement action based upon this 
order.

BE IT ALSO ORDERED that this order does not prohibit prescribed fires  
conducted in compliance with guidelines set forth by federal or state natural 
resource agencies and burned under a burn plan approved by such agencies. Prior 
to a burn, a plan shall be filed in the County Judge’s office and notice given to the 
local Volunteer Fire Department and the Sheriff ’s Office.

BE IT ALSO ORDERED that this order may be enforced by any duly 
commissioned peace officer and that this state of disaster will continue until 
rescinded in accordance with the above statute and order.

THIS ORDER shall remain in effect for 90 days or until such drought conditions 
no longer exist and this is order is hereby lifted by authority of the County Judge.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED that this state of disaster is hereby declared 
this 21st day of JUNE, 2022, with said burn ban to go into effect JUNE 24TH, 2022.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with section 118.025(g) of the Texas Local
Government Code the Gonzales County Commissioner’s
Court will conduct a public hearing on Monday, July 11, 2022
at 9:00a.m. in the Commissioners Courtroom of the Gonzales
County Courthouse, Gonzales, Texas at which time the Court
will consider approval of the County Clerk’s Records Archive
Plan, for funding the preservation and restoration of the
County Clerk’s records.

RADIOLOGY:  
Sonographer – prn (as needed).  General & 
vascular.  License and certifications required.  
Some weekday & weekend call.  Experience 
preferred.  Competitive salary. 

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. in Harwood is 
seeking applicants for 

ALL POSITIONS
Applicants must have their own trans-

portation to and from work.

Competitive pay, vacation,
sick leave, health, dental & vision

insurance, 401K & ESOP

Cal- Maine Foods is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

For more information, please call
830-540-3970 M-F (8-4)

256 Smith Farm Road, Luling, TX 78648

The Gonzales County Water Supply 
Corp. is seeking a general manager.

Qualified applicants will have prior ex-
perience in management and the wa-
ter utility business. Experience in the 
mechanical/electrical maintenance 
field will be a plus. A TCEQ water li-
cense required, and a valid Texas 
Driver’s license is required. Must have 
effective communication and comput-
er skills, and flexibility to work occa-
sional evening/weekends as needed.

The General Manager will work closely 
with the office staff, the system oper-
ator’s, engineers, outside contractors, 
and the Board of Director’s to oversee 
all aspects of the business including 
daily operations, maintenance, com-
munications, safety, improvements, 
compliance, and finances. Regular at-
tendance is required, must be a team 
player.

Email  Resume to gcwsc@gvec.net 

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones
Salario Inicial $11.75

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

Financial Counselor – full-time. Monday 
through Friday. One (1) year hospital or 
medical office experience required. Must 
be bilingual. Knowledge or experience with
government medical insurance programs, 
financial assistance programs, and medical 
billing preferred. Position requires high volume
of multi-tasking, effective communication, 
and excellent customer service skills. Full 
benefits available. Competitive salary.

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

SEEKING EM-
P L O Y M E N T : 
DETAILED, orga-
nized and highly 
motivated Private 
Caregiver for 
Gonzales and sur-
rounding areas. I 
have many years 
of experience in 
the medical field. 
AED/CPR certi-
fied. If you or a 
loved one need 
a compassion-
ate and personal 
caregiver please 
message 830-
445-9451. I would 
sincerely like to 
help.

860
WORK WANTED

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.800.443.2528

TexSCAN Week of
June 19-25, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at 
$650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 30 year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

EVENT
Wylie Jubilee – Bluegrass on Ballard – Sat., June 
25, Historic Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. 
Music 1-9 p.m., Arts & Crafts 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Classic 
Car Show 4-9 p.m. (pre-register for car show). 
DiscoverWylie.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

PUBLIC AWARENESS
NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. CALL US 
TODAY 1.800.443.2528

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Reach potential buyers 
when you advertise
in the Classifieds!

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR 
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE.

Call

830-672-2861
or visit

www.gonzalesinquirer.com
to place your ad today!

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
or visit us online at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Showcase your stuff
for sale in the Classifieds!

INQUIRER
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK!
CALL TODAY!

830-672-2861
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WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

Guadalupe Valley Services
24-hour Maintenance

830-263-1969
Family

Owned &
Operated Since 1947

Carpentry - Home Repair - Painting - Roofing
A/C Install & Repair - Home Maintenance

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com

103 Saint George Street
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: 830-672-3089
Mobile: 512-656-0521

“We Bring the Comfort”

License Number: TACLB60045C

DAVID TACKETT
(830) 822-1474 
(830) 623-7551

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

OBITUARIES

On October 27, 1947 Jim and Sue Ro-
driguez welcomed their daughter, Lillian 
Marie to this world. She had 3 brothers, 
Jimmy (Maren; children: Anthony (pre-
ceded in death), Jimmy, Kevin and Marie), 
Andy (Cindy; child: Wesley, Jeremy and 
Jennifer) and Artemio (Lucy-preceded 
in death; children: Robert, Art, Bonnie-
preceded in death; Artemo, Arturo and 
Sandra).

Mom was never one to back down and 
she believed in standing your ground, 
always! When Gonzales integrated schools 
she was one of the students who held the 
doors open to welcome the new students 
into school because she thought every-
one should have equal opportunities! 
She took part in school activities and was 
a member of the Orange Jackets (spirit 
squad) at Gonzales High School and when 
she graduated, she pursued an educa-
tion in the field of Radiologic Technology. 
Mom would tell stories about being there 
to see the actual use of many of the now-
standard fields like MRI, Nuclear Medi-
cine and other Radiologic studies. Mom 
worked at Gonzales Memorial Hospital for 
20+ years, then Mobile MRI prior to retir-
ing. She loved working with patients and 
talking to people. She had a laugh that 
was so robust and hearty, she would make 
others smile and laugh along. She would 
always do her best to make everyone feel 
welcomed.

Mom raised two children, Cheryl Garcia 
(Joey) and Isaac Anzaldua (Kena) who 
each had (still have) a best friend that was 
like an additional child- Janet Hadaway 
and David Piette and Marcos Flores. Mom 
looked out for all her kids and made sure 
they knew they were loved and always had 
a place to call home. 

Mom would become a Girl Scout leader 
and be a part of a legacy that will never 
be forgotten. She formed a strong sister-
hood with each of these women: Teresa 
Washichek, Dolores Pekar (preceded in 

death), Pauline Alvarez 
and in more recent years, 
Donna Pick. These amaz-
ing women worked hard to 
bring scouting to Gonzales. 
With headaches, tears and 
lots of love and dedication, 
Girl Scouts became an 
organization that would be 
a part of Gonzales for over 
30 years. Mom loved her 
Scouts; they were all like 
her daughters. She made 
sure to teach us to be inde-
pendent women who knew 
how to take care of ourselves. She made it 
a point to make sure we traveled outside 
of Gonzales so that we would know that 
there was a great big world out there. Her 
scouts traveled in a 15-passenger van-
packed to the ceiling- snacks under the 
seats- stopping at truck stops to see what 
kind of trinkets they had- everyone’s mu-
sic overlapping each other-singing songs, 
fighting and laughing like sisters. No mat-
ter what the situation her scouts meant 
the world to her and as much fun as she 
was, she was also stern and always, al-
ways, always wore red nail polish. Even to-
day, those red nails are a thing of legends. 
You knew you better listen up when that 
red nail was pointing your way and shak-
ing, her hands could speak volumes with 
barely any movement. She was a partner 
in my business of decorating T-shirts and 
encouraged me in every step of the way. 
It was because of her encouragement 
that I always felt beautiful and loved. She 
never put me down or made me feel less 
than. She recently told me how proud she 
was of both of her children and bragged 
because as she put it “how many parents 
have kids fighting over who is going to 
take care of them?!” Always Mammita, We 
will always fight for you!

Mom made time to do many things, but 
she loved watching Isaac play Football 

for the Mighty Apaches on 
Friday nights! She played 
powder puff football when 
she was younger, so she 
loved the game, and it 
was even better because 
of him. Mom and Isaac 
shared a bond like no 
other. He would tag along 
with her while she planned 
events, he watched how 
she worked with people 
during good times and 
during times of conflict. He 
learned how to appreciate 

everyone’s differences. She was so proud 
of him when he graduated and moved 
to the “big city” of San Antonio. During 
that time, Isaac married Wendy and they 
had two sons-Corey and Nico. The birth 
of these boys would impact mom’s life 
more than anything else she had ever 
experienced. She loved spoiling her boys 
and “sneaking” treats to them whenever 
she could. Isaac would remarry-years 
later-to Kena who brought her daughters 
(Haley and Kylee) into mom’s life and 
she loved them and instilled in them the 
same strength she did for all her girls. At 
one point, Mom found herself even more 
surprised when Isaac told her he was go-
ing to start his own business following in 
his grandfather’s footsteps and opening 
an autobody shop. She was nervous for 
him but when she saw the amazing work 
he was producing, she knew he had made 
the right choice. 

We were lucky to have a mom that loved 
us and fought, fiercely for her family. 
She was loving and stern in just the right 
amounts. Each of us shared a secret lan-
guage with her that the others wouldn’t 
understand, and she will be missed 
greatly. Mom had faith and had recently 
become stronger in her relationship with 
the Lord. She lived a long and full life. 
There is nothing that she wanted to do 

that wasn’t done, short of taking over-
seas trips or winning the lottery lol. Mom 
didn’t want sadness when she left this 
world because she lived a life of happiness 
and sarcasm and doing things her way! 

On Wednesday June 15th Mom gained 
her wings and in true Lillian fashion, 
she left this world at 10:27am, that time 
matching the same date she was born. 
Thank you, Mom, for being the best mom 
any kids could ever have. Thank you for 
teaching us about respect, kindness, love 
and taking no crap! We will miss you until 
we meet again, but we will carry on your 
legacy and be there for each other and 
value life a little more knowing it is pre-
cious and fleeting. 

The family will receive friends from 5 
to 7 pm Monday, June 20, 2022 with the 
Holy Rosary being recited at 7 pm all in 
Seydler-Hill Funeral Home.  A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be held at 10 am 
Tuesday, June 21, 2022 in St. James Catho-
lic Church. Interment will follow in the 
Gonzalez Catholic Cemetery. Pallbearers 
include Joey Garcia, David Piette, Corey 
and Nico Anzaldua, Robert and Art Rodri-
guez. Honorary Pallbearers: Kevin, Jimmy, 
Wesley, Sam and Justin Rodriguez and 
Arnold Guerro. Memorials may be made 
to the Lillian Fernandez Fund, soon to be 
established. Friends may leave their con-
dolences to the family by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.com. Services are 
under the care and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home. 

Mom had requested that anyone 
attending her services, to please wear 
bright, happy colors as she felt this is not 
a time to be sad. Be Happy because she 
is out of pain and with her mom and dad 
celebrating the life she lived. Anyone is 
also welcomed to wear red polish on their 
nails in her honor.

LiLLian Fernandez



THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2022  •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM               /GonzalesInquirer 12

Cultivating something to enjoy
Howdy y’all, I pray that all is well. 

I mentioned last week that it looks 
like we may be in for a hot summer, 
and no sooner had the ink dried in 
our beloved Inquirer, that the ther-
mometer hit 107 degrees. I guess it’s 
a good thing that I’ve been watching 
what I eat and have lost significant 
weight, as it’s dramatically reduced 
the fear of becoming ...the worlds 
largest pork rind!

In keeping with 
my “Little beach 
on the prairie” 
home make-
over theme, I’ve 
recently added an-
other small piece 
of the puzzle that’s 
continually put a 
smile on my face. Years ago I’d built 
a twelve foot square fire pit area in 
the back yard using terracotta pav-
ers, and framed in with painted two 
by fours. A five by five hole was left 
open in the center for burning old 
lumber and logs. I’d primarily built 
it for the boys, as they had friends 
over on holidays and really enjoyed 
gathering around the fire (many all 
nighters) and playing games. 

Now that they’re grown and gone 
it had become somewhat neglected, 
often over grown and time consum-
ing to keep up with. As I really hate 
waste, I decided to repurpose it into 

something I could enjoy. 
The front of my house sports a 

forty foot ramp in an L shape, which 
forms an alcove. After spending 
a rather hot afternoon digging up 
almost 100 pavers and feeding the 
fire ants some skinny white boy legs, 
I tilled up the alcove in prep for my 
future “good vibes a plenty” project 
to begin. I framed in a ten by ten 

area, meticulously 
laying the pavers as 
evenly as possible. I 
left an open four by 
six hole, with one 
row of pavers against 
the ramp, two deep 
on the sides, and an 
open ten by five area 
in front of the alcove. 

I repurposed some of the shelving 
boards I’d removed from the house 
during my remodel, creating a box 
that would sit on top of the pavers 
around the open hole.

I salted the soil to sterilize it, laid 
multiple layers of weed cloth down, 
and followed by installing a pond 
liner. After filling the liner 70% with 
water, I stretched it over the frame, 
securing it with staples, and topped 
off the frame using extra two by 
threes I had stored. I continued 
filling to capacity, then installed 
a small pump with a bell shaped 
fountain on top. I finished off by 

throwing in some artificial lilly pads 
and lotus flowers I’d ordered from 
Amazon, smiling ear to ear, as my 
new feel good project was now com-
plete. The best part is the pump has 
a bright led light on it which not only 
lights the fountain, but a little of the 
surrounding area as well, really add-
ing to the ambience and enjoyment 
at night. The critters haven’t quite 
figured out what it is just yet, as they 
sit starring at it with a blank look on 
their face. Or, maybe they just love 
it way too much, as that’s the same 
way Eloise would often look at me? 
Either way, it didn’t stop one of my 
racoons from running off with a lilly 
pad. Yep, love has it’s price!

I thank God continuously for 
allowing me the time, health, and 
resources to change things up, as it’s 
helped dramatically with trying to 
find my way forward after Eloise’s 
departure, something that’s taking 
a little longer than I had originally 
anticipated. I think the apostle Paul 
said it best in Philippians 4, I know 
what it’s like to be in need, and I 
know what it’s like to have plenty. 
I’ve learned the secret to being 
content in any situation...I can do all 
things through Christ who gives me 
strength.

Until next time, y’all hang in there 
and have a great week.

Love you guys, Eric.

LUTHERANS, PRESBYTERIANS 
JOIN FOR VBS

First Lutheran Church and The 
Presbyterian Church of Gonzales will 
be having Vacation Bible School on 
July 5-7, from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Children ages pre-K (4) through fifth 
grade (completed) are welcome to 
attend.

First Lutheran Church will be host-
ing this year at 1206 N. St. Joseph, 
Gonzales. If you have any questions, 
please call 830-672-2057.

Themed dress attire for the week 
is: Tuesday, July 5 – GREEN; 
Wednesday, July 6 – BLUE; 
Thursday, July 7 – RED.

FBC NIXON PICNIC
First Baptist Church of Nixon will 

hold their church picnic on Sunday, 
July 3, at Oscar and Brenda Perez’ 
home, 11771 FM 240, Westhoff.

Worship starts at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by a hamburger and hot dog 
luncheon. Enjoy visiting, dominoes 
and outdoor games.

There will be no Sunday School or 
worship services at the church on 
Sunday, July 3.

CHURCH BRIEFS

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise
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“WE’LL GET ’EM WITH THE BEST SHOT”
1119 Water St., Suite D • Gonzales, TX 78629

830.672.1870
TPCL #12594

Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

21

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “in ____
      neck of the woods”
  5  TXism: “that dog
      ____ hunt”
  6  Texas Ranger
      pitcher, Glen
  7  expression of relief
  8  TX Farrah Fawcett
      film: “Somebody
      Killed ___ Husband”
  9  doctors’ org.
12  seat of Callahan
      County
17  racing team rowing
      guys
19  blood vessel
21  ____  ___ sonnets
      (poems)
22  peanut
23  TXism: “quick __  _ 
      ___ in church”
28  TX-born Roger Miller
      1964 hit: “____ Me”
29  gunfighter skill in
      early Texas: 
      “quick ____”
30  Lake Ray Roberts
      area: “Isle __  ____”
31  TXism: “wipe the
      slate clean”
35  “_____ Space” will
      build first industrial
      space station
36  TX Simone Biles
      was “__________
      of the Year” in 2014
42  TX NFL Hall-of
      Famer Forrest
      Gregg was drafted
      ________ in 1956
      by the Packers
44  Bastrop was named
      for one

 1  TXism: “just ___ 
      ______  ___  _
      holler away” (near)
  2  a person who might
      have “road rage” in
      Houston? (hyph.)
  3  buried
  4  place in storage
  9  Apollo 11: “one small
      step for _  ___”
10  Teddy Roosevelt
      recruited Rough
      Riders in this San
      Antonio site (3 wds.)

46  ______  __  _ will in
      Texas requires an
      addendum or a codicil
48  TX Farrah’s character
      Jill on “Charlie’s Angels”
49  “___ or nay”
50  “The sun never ____
      on Uncle Sam”
51  in Hidalgo County
      on highway 107
52  CFA soldier: “Johnny ___”
53  “____ but sure”

54  “house
      of prayer” in
      Sarita, Texas:
      “____ Shomea”
56  sheep sound
57  in southern Texas:
      groove-billed ___
58  this Lazenby refined
      Dr Pepper formula
      (init.)

11  Cut ___ Shoot, TX
12  golf clubs tote
13  TXism: “mean as
      _  _____  ____”
14  in Grand Prarie:
      “Ripley’s Believe
      __  __ Not!”
15  TX Kelly Clarkson
      is daughter-in-law
      to this McEntire
16  this former Cowboy,
      Pearson, is now in
      NFL Hall of Fame
18  fed. retire. agcy.
20  2022, e.g. (abbr.)
23  business info. in
      a Texas newspaper
24  Texas “soccer mom” 
      vehicle? (abbr.)  

25  “blind as _  ___”
26  the capital city of
      this country is Oslo
27  ____-__-camp
32  TX actor Torn (init.)
33  TXism: “honest __
      the day is long”
34  dir. from Canyon
      to Hereford
36  TXism: “old as ___”

37  golf tees
38  semiaquatic
      mammal: river ____
39  TXism: “a ___  __
      walk the river with”
40  bow and _____
41  classic western: 
      “High ____” (1952)
43  Texas electronics
      corp.
45  dir. to Cameron
      from New Braunfels
47  “bland __  ____
      without salt pork”
48  sour ____
55  TXism: “jump ____”
      (escape)
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MURDER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ities believe Miguel Angel Osorio-Munoz, 
a fugitive in this case, is responsible for 
this brutal death. Currently a $3,000 
reward for information leading to an ar-
rest is offered by the Texas Rangers with 
information on the Rangers’ Unsolved 
Homicides website.

Holt, a married father of two young 
daughters, was murdered in Gonzales 
County. On the night of 
his slaying, witnesses 
observed Holt arguing 
with his hired ranch hand, 
Cesar Alonso Osorio, who 
was later identified as 
Miguel Angel Osorio-Mu-
noz. The heated disagree-
ment took place on the 
Holt Ranch near Harwood, Texas, with a 
witness observing Osorio-Munoz flee-
ing the scene and Holt, at the location, 
already deceased from a gunshot wound.

Arrests warrants for murder and un-
lawful flight to avoid prosecution were 
obtained on Osorio-Munoz; however, all 
efforts to locate the fugitive were unsuc-
cessful. It was originally believed the 
suspect fled to Mexico, with his current 
whereabouts unknown.

This family and law enforcement need 
the community’s help in locating this 
suspect, and bringing him home to Texas 
for justice. The available photos of the 
suspect in this case were taken in 2000. 
These published photos are the latest 
photos available by law enforcement, to 
date.

Today, the suspect would be approxi-
mately 48 years of age, stands 5-foot-5, 
was heavyset at the time of the murder, 
with brown hair and brown eyes. The 
fugitive has also been known to use 
the aliases of Cesar Alonso Osorio and 
Miguel Angel Osorio-Trujillo.

The Texas Ranger Unsolved Crimes In-
vestigation Program was created to assist 
Texas law enforcement agencies investi-
gating unsolved murders or violent serial 
crimes. Since there is no statute of limita-
tions for the offense of murder, investiga-
tors pursue these cases to a successful 
resolution or until no viable leads remain.

Individuals may submit information 
on this unsolved murder on the Texas 
Ranger cold case website: dps.texas.gov/
TexasRangers/UnsolvedHomicides/De-
tails.aspx?&id=237. Information can also 
be submitted at 1-800-346-3243 (DPS 
missing person hot-line).

To be eligible for the cash rewards 
tipsters must provide information to 
authorities by calling the Crime Stoppers 
hot-line at 1-800-252-TIPS (8477). All tips 
are anonymous.

Holt

Police have been looking for Miguel Angel 
Osorio-Munoz since 2000. The suspect has 
been known to use the aliases of Cesar Alonso 
Osorio and Miguel Angel Osorio-Trujillo.

teered with the announce-
ment of the Miss Gonzales 
County Royal Court at the 
past two Come and Take It 
celebrations. She has also 
performed the national an-
them at several Texas A&M 
University sporting events.

Witzkoske is a first-gen-
eration Aggie and college 
graduate who has a passion 
for public speaking. Her 
social impact statement, 
“Educate, Encourage, Ex-
ceed: Pursuing an Educa-
tion,” is directly inspired 
by her life experiences and 
pays tribute to the impor-
tance of hard work and 

perseverance.
Having witnessed her 

family’s tenacity to build a 
successful life through vari-
ous avenues of education, 
Witkoske has seen first-
hand “there is no straight 
and narrow path to success.” 
She is an advocate for all 
forms of education, includ-
ing but not limited to trade, 
technical and vocational 
schools and believes “we 
should never stop learning.”

“As a first-generation col-
lege graduate, I worked my 
way through school with 
the assistance of student 
loans,” she said. “Now 

that I’m in my career, post 
graduation, I am currently 
repaying nearly $35,000 in 
student loan debt. Thanks 
to the Miss America organi-
zation, I have been able to 
reduce my student loans.”

Through the Miss Amer-
ica Organization, Witkoske 
has accumulated nearly 
$1,500 in scholarships thus 
far and has applied that to 
her student loans. The Miss 
America Organization is 
the number one provider 
of scholarships to young 
women in the country and 
she plans to earn much 
more at the Miss Texas 

competition this summer. 
The Miss Texas Schol-

arship Organization is a 
non-profit organization 
that awards scholarships to 
outstanding young women 
to help advance them aca-
demically and profession-
ally. Participants have gone 
on to achieve major success 
in diverse fields including 
medicine, law, business, 
broadcast journalism, 
theater, politics, literature 
and more.

For more information 
about the Miss Texas Schol-
arship Organization, go to 
misstexas.org.

CROWN 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

awarded Kacir with a 
plaque to honor and thank 
her for many dedicated 
years of service.

“It was my greatest honor 
to serve the citizens of Gon-
zales.” Kacir said.

Mayor Sucher took his 
seat alongside the coun-
cil to adopt and discuss 
agenda items, including the 
2021 Sidewalk Improve-
ment project, discussing 
solutions for the sidewalks 
at Texas Hero Square. 
Engineer Keith Schauer, 
along with City Manager 
Tim Patek, discussed com-
munications with the grant 
writer regarding recalcula-
tions for this project.

“If the council would 
like to take the sidewalks 
out of Texas Hero Square 
that would save around 
$75,000.” Patek said. “And 
I just found out today that 
we did get approval and 
environmental we had an 
email that was sent out so 
that’s good to go.”

Councilwoman Ronda 
Miller addressed the city 
manager regarding other 
solutions, and Patek re-
ported that he could verify 
alternative solutions with 
the grant writer. Miller, after 
personally visiting the side 
walk in question indicated 
her position that a re-bid 
would be a “smart| move on 
the part of the council.

The councilwoman 
introduced several pictures 
suggesting the possibility 
of repairing the sidewalks 
versus a total replacement 
of the entire structure.

“I cannot understand 
why you want to pull that 
all up an redo….there are 

some patch areas that 
definitely need to patch it 
but I cannot fathom why 
you want to tear up the side 
walk and spend all that 
money. It doesn’t seem 

we should be doing that in 
today’s economy.” Miller 
said, requesting that the 
city manager specify bids 
regarding repairs instead of 
a full replacement.

The council unanimously 
approved the rebid on the 
2021 Sidewalk Improve-
ment Project, agreeing to 
wait on the pricing of the 
project before taking any 
further action.

The council continued 
with the approval of the fol-
lowing agenda items:

• approved the Gonzales 
Economic Development 
Corporation, A Type B 
Economic Development 
Corporation and a Texas 
Non-Profit Corporation, 
to execute a commercial 
real estate sales contract 
and any and all documents 
necessary to acquire Block 
33, Lot Pt 2, Gonzales 
Blocks Addition, an addi-
tion to the City of Gon-
zales, Gonzales County, 
Texas, and generally 
located at 510 Saint Paul 
Street, Gonzales, Texas. 
This is for the historic Lynn 
Theatre, which has been 
shuttered since 2020.

MAYOR 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
New Gonzales mayor, S.H. “Steve” Sucher (Right), with former 
Mayor Connie Kacir (Left) as she received a plaque honoring six 
years of services to the city.

Mayor S.H. “Steve” Sucher next to the City Manager Tim Patek and Councilman Bobby O’Neal for their 
first meeting together Tuesday, June 21.



SPORTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2022  •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM 14 /GonzalesInquirer 

8 3 0 - 67 2 - 3 7 1 08 3 0 - 67 2 - 3 7 1 0
1 9 2 2  C o .  R o a d  1 9 7 ,  G o n z a l e s ,  T X  7 8 6 2 91 9 2 2  C o .  R o a d  1 9 7 ,  G o n z a l e s ,  T X  7 8 6 2 9

H o u r s :  M o n  –  F r i .  7  a . m .  –  6  p . m .  /  S a t .  7  a . m .  –  1  p . m .  /  C l o s e d  S u n d a yH o u r s :  M o n  –  F r i .  7  a . m .  –  6  p . m .  /  S a t .  7  a . m .  –  1  p . m .  /  C l o s e d  S u n d a y
F o r  y o u r  F i r e a r m s  n e e d s  c o n t a c t   B r a n d o n  o r  S t e p h a n i eF o r  y o u r  F i r e a r m s  n e e d s  c o n t a c t   B r a n d o n  o r  S t e p h a n i e

Fehner FirearmsFehner Firearms
has what you need!has what you need!

Guns • Gun Safes • Gun Cases
Gun Leather • Rifle Powder
Targets • And Much More!

The Gonzales Inquirer will be closed on

July 4, 2022
in observance of Independence Day. 

Have a safe and happy holiday from
The Gonzales Inquirer staff!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
(830) 672-2861  • www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CONTRIBUTED
The 12U All-Stars with manager Bret Hill and coaches Josh Gray and James McCray. The 12U 
All-Stars defeated Yoakum, 11-10, on June 19 and Luling, 15-4, on June 20. They lost their final 
game, 6-3, to Lockhart June 21 in Luling.

12U ALL-STARS

Patteson Memorial Golf 
Tourney benefits NSCISD
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The JB Patteson Jr. Memo-
rial Golf Tournament will be 
held Saturday, June 25, at 
Starcke Park in Seguin. Tee 
time for this four-person 
scramble is 8:30 a.m.

All proceeds from this 
tournament go to schol-
arships at Nixon-Smiley 
Consolidated Independent 
School District.

There will be a putting 
contest for $10,000 as well 

as hole-in-one prizes (a 
2022 Ford vehicle and a 
2022 Harley Davidson). 
There will also be prize give-
aways for the longest drive 
and closest to the pin.

Cash prizes will be avail-
able for first through third 
places. There will also be a 
players pool with food and 
drinks provided.

Entry fee is $60 per player 
($75 per player in the play-
ers pool). Mulligans are $5 
per player with a one mul-
ligan per golfer max. A two-

person team may enter if 
their handicap is above 10.

Checks are payable to 
Nixon Open, c/o Blake 
Janicek, PO Box 130, Nixon, 
TX 78140.

For more information 
about the tournament, 
contact Jeffery Patteson at 
830-534-8665; Blake Janicek  
at 830-857-5283; T.J. Dough-
erty at 210-912-7476; Reid 
Tausch at 713-597-0153; 
Reagan Springs at 979-575-
6654; or Reed Borchardt at 
830-391-5982.

CONTRIBUTED
The Jr. All-Stars with manager Mike Bailey and assistant Albert Ramos. The team lost to Shiner, 
17-5, on June 17, but defeated Lockhart, 13-3, June 19 and Gonzales, 23-12, on June 20. They 
lost a barnburner in their final game to Shiner, 17-14, in Cuero June 21.

JR. ALL-STARS GOLF SCRAMBLE WINNERS

CONTRIBUTED
The winning team from the June 15 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course in 
Gonzales were, from left, Ronnie DuBose, Trey Iley, Manny Gonzales, Jackie Waltrip and 
Chuck Emmick. 

CONTRIBUTED
The second-place team from the June 15 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course in 
Gonzales were, from left, Spencer Breitschopf, Dee Bairington, Glenda Kessler and Bill 
Kessler.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS
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Notice of Public Hearing on 
Gonzales Central Appraisal

District Budget
The Gonzales Central Appraisal District will hold a public 
hearing on a proposed budget for the 2023 fiscal year.

The public hearing will be held on July 21, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. 
at the  appraisal district office, 1709 E. Sarah Dewitt Drive, 
Unit B, Gonzales, Texas.

A summary of the appraisal district budget follows:

 The total amount of the
 proposed budget. $1,907,048.00

 The total amount of increase
 from the current year’s budget. $ 186,249.00

 The number of employees compensated
 under the proposed budget. 14

 The number of employees compensated
 under the current budget. 14

The appraisal district is supported solely by payments from 
the local taxing units served by the appraisal district.

If approved by the appraisal district board of directors at 
the public hearing, this proposed budget will take effect 
automatically unless disapproved by the governing bodies 
of the county, school districts, cities and towns served by 
the appraisal district.

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public 
inspection in the office of each of those governing bodies. A 
copy is also available for public inspection at the appraisal 
district office.

GONZALES CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT
1709 E. Sarah Dewitt Drive, Unit B

P.O Box 867
GONZALES, TEXAS 78629

(830) 672-2879

Benefit BBQ Plate Sale
For Joey Padilla

To Help Defray Medical Expenses
Saturday, June 25 • 11 a.m. – SOLD OUT

Pork Steak, Rice, Beans & Potato Salad
$10.00

At
Turn Around • 1430 St. Paul St., Gonzales
Across from Apache Football Parking Lot

For information, call 830-339-1455.

Logan Insurance Agency
HOME • AUTO • FARM • COMMERCIAL • BONDS

Travis Tresner
516 St Paul
Gonzales, TX
(830) 672-6518
Fax: (830) 672-6368

sun are Angelonia and 
four-o’clocks. Both of 
those blooms also do well 
in the shade.

In addition to the An-
gelonia and four-o’clocks 
consider wax leaf begonias, 
caladium, coleus, and pen-
tas for color in the shade. 

The Whopper begonia 
is a large-leafed, large 
flowered relative of the 
wax leaf begonia that 
makes a spectacular show 
in the landscape. If you 
can find it at an area nurs-
ery, give it a try. 

The Monarch butterflies 
are still in a precarious situ-
ation in terms of their pop-
ulation levels. Do your part 
to help them restore and 
stabilize their population 
by having plenty of nectar 
plants on hand as they 
pass through our region on 
their way to the north in the 
spring and back to Mexico 
in the autumn. Some of the 
best choices in addition to 
zinnias are mistflower, por-
ter weed, lantana, salvia, 
and milkweed. 

 It is not usually the 
Monarchs, but you will 
also notice that several of 
the other butterfly species 
will partake in a drink 
from the bird baths you 
have out. With this heat 
and dryness in July you 
can expect to see at least 
10 different bird species 
at your water source every 
day. Cardinals are hard to 
beat but my favorites are 
the lesser goldfinches that 
also visit the sunflowers. 

GARDEN 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

BLUNDELL MAKES RICE 
UNIVERSITY HONOR ROLL

Madison Blundell of 
Gonzales has been named 
to the Rice University 
President’s Honor Roll for 
the Spring 2022 semester. 
To meet eligibility require-
ments for this honor, under-
graduate students must 
meet the minimum GPA 
that is calculated from 
approximately the top 30 
percent of all eligible under-

graduate GPAs.

SHSU ANNOUNCES HONOR 
ROLLS FOR SPRING

Katelyn Ostby of Gonzales 
was named to the Sam 
Houston State University 
Spring 2022 President’s 
Honor Roll, while Tiffany 
Guerra of Harwood was 
named to the SHSU Spring 
2022 Dean’s List.

The students on the 
President’s Honor Roll are 

undergraduates who have 
achieved a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average in all work 
while enrolled in not less 
than 12 semester hours.

The students listed on 
the Dean’s List of Academic 
Honors are undergraduates 
who have achieved a grade 
point average of at least 3.5 
out of a perfect 4.0 in all 
work attempted while 
enrolled in not less than 12 
semester hours.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Incoming Shiner St. Paul High 
School junior Gabrielle Rodriguez 
attended the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership (HOBY) seminar this 
summer.

HOBY was founded by Hugh 
O’Brian in 1958 with a mission 
to inspire a global community 
of youth and volunteers to a life 
dedicated to leadership, service, 

and innovation.
HOBY lead-

ers explore and 
discover their own 
personal leader-
ship strengths and 
learn how to apply 
them to serve their 

community. 
HOBY alumni are challenged to 

complete 100 hours of community 
service within the next year as a 

way to put their passion and newly 
built leadership skills into action. 
300 students from across Texas 
were chosen competitively to par-
ticipate in this year’s seminar.

Students are chosen for be-
ing outstanding communicators, 
critical thinkers, creative problem-
solvers, strong decision-makers, 
interest in service to others, and 
courage to speak out and challenge 
ideas to create positive change.

Keep on Smilin’ in Smiley 
with Spider-Man showing
BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

Movie night is back 
in Smiley, with “Spider-
Man: No Way Home” to 
be shown at the drive-in 
movies Saturday, June 25 
at dark (beginning at ap-
proximately 9 p.m.).

Everyone is welcome 
to join fellow community 
members in enjoying this 
free event, which also in-
cludes free hot dogs, chips, 

drinks, and popcorn.
The movie location will 

be at the Nations Chris-
tian Fellowship property, 
next to the Smiley Post 
Office. Participants may 
bring blankets, lawn 
chairs, or tune in to their 
vehicle radio.

This event, which was 
first held in 2018, promis-
es fun for the entire fam-
ily, and all the summer 
fun is free to community 
members and guests.

Gabrielle Rodriguez attends HOBY seminar

Rodriguez

LCRA offers community 
partnership grants
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Lower Colorado 
River Authority is offering 
grants of up to $50,000 
for community proj-
ects throughout LCRA’s 
wholesale power, water 
and transmission service 
areas.

Applications for Com-
munity Development 
Partnership Program 
grants will be available 
online in July and must 
be submitted by midnight 
July 31. Most grants are for 
$25,000 or less, but several 
grants of up to $50,000 
are awarded during each 
cycle.

Eligible organizations 
include volunteer fire 
departments, emergency 
responders, local govern-
ments, schools, libraries, 
civic groups, museums 
and other tax-exempt 
nonprofit organiza-
tions. The grants are not 
available to individuals, 
for-profit entities, pro-
fessional associations, 
social service projects or 
limited-use facilities.

Applicants request-
ing more than $5,000 in 
grant funding must supply 
matching funds of at least 
20 percent of the total 
project cost. The projects 
must benefit or be avail-
able to an entire com-
munity and also improve 
the value of a capital asset 
through building, renovat-
ing or purchasing equip-
ment.

Organizations in all 

or part of the following 
counties are eligible for 
CDPP grants: Aransas, 
Austin, Bandera, Bastrop, 
Blanco, Brown, Burleson, 
Burnet, Caldwell, Cal-
lahan, Cameron, Coke, 
Coleman, Colorado, 
Comal, Concho, Coryell, 
Crane, Crockett, Culber-
son, DeWitt, Dimmit, 
Eastland, Ector, Edwards, 
Fayette, Gillespie, Goliad, 
Gonzales, Guadalupe, 
Hamilton, Harris, Hays, 
Hidalgo, Karnes, Kendall, 
Kerr, Kimble, Kinney, 
Lampasas, Lavaca, Lee, 
Llano, Mason, Matagorda, 
Maverick, McCulloch, Me-
dina, Menard, Midland, 
Mills, Nolan, Nueces, 
Pecos, Real, San Patricio, 
San Saba, Schleicher, 
Starr, Sterling, Sutton, 
Taylor, Terrell, Tom Green, 
Travis, Upton, Uvalde, Val 
Verde, Waller, Washing-
ton, Wharton, Williamson 
and Zavala.

In the most recent 
round of grants in spring 
2022, LCRA awarded 
more than $815,000 to 
36 projects, including 
purchasing new vehicles 
and equipment for first re-
sponders; making renova-
tions to historic buildings; 
and improving parks and 
community centers.

Visit lcra.org/cdpp for 
details about eligibility 
requirements and previ-
ous grant awards. Applica-
tions will be available July 
1. For questions, email 
grants@lcra.org or call 
800-776-5272, ext. 3140 or 
ext. 1627.

Surveying the audi-
ence, I spoke thusly: “I 
know it is tiring for you 
in the back to stand up, 
the difficulty faced by 
bleacher guests to sit 
up, and how late tonight 
our graduates intend to 
stay up. So, I pray God 
to know that I’ll know 
when to shut up.”

Two minutes later, I 
left the stage, perhaps 
never more appreciated.

Before I began a two-

hour drive back home, 
the principal apologized. 
He said he’d learned an 
important lesson that 
night….

*****
Dr. Newbury, a longtime 

university president, writes 
weekly and continues 

to speak throughout the 
state. Contact: 817-447-
3872. Email: newbury@

speakerdoc.com. Facebook: 
Don Newbury. Twitter: @

donnewbury.

NEWBURY 
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STARR test results 
to be released June 24
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

On Friday, June 24, 
parents of Gonzales 
ISD, Nixon-Smiley 
CISD and Waelder 
ISD students can gain 
access to a personal-
ized snapshot of their 
child’s academic 
progress this year by 
logging into TexasAs-
sessment.gov.

This website 
provides STAAR 
results and resources 

designed to help you 
ensure your child is 
well prepared as they 
progress to the next 
grade level.

You will need your 
child’s Unique Access 
Code. 

 Here are the steps 
to getting that code 
and your student’s 
results:

• Visit TexasAssess-
ment.gov.

• Click “Lookup 
unique access code.”

• Type in your 
student’s first name, 
their social security or 
s-number, and their 
date of birth. Click 
“Go”.

• A window will pop 
up with their unique 
code already entered 
in the box. Don’t 
forget to write down 
this code for future 
use. Enter their date 
of birth and click “Go” 
again.

Job fair set for June 30

A community job fair 
is being held Thursday, 
June 30, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at 304 Saint Louis Street, 
in Gonzales.  

Applicants are encour-
aged to apply for many 
available positions in the 
area. Per event planners 
no experience for these 
positions are necessary, 
with training provided. 
The highlighted positions 
have a wage range be-
tween $12 - $25 per hour, 
with employee benefits.

This event is a col-
laboration between 

Workforce Solutions, the 
city of Gonzales, and the 
Chamber of Commerce.

Interested applicants 
may contact Chris Perez 
at 361-578-0341, exten-
sion 2131 for further 
information or ques-
tions. Perez may also 
be reached via email 
at chrisperez@gcwork-
force.org.

Visit the Workforce 
Solutions web page 
for information on the 
event, information 
about Workforce Solu-
tions, or other questions 
regarding employment 
opportunities in Gonza-
les County.

BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer
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brown
HEARING CENTERS

Freedom To Hear evenTFreedom To Hear evenT
Improve Your Hearing,

Improve Your Life:
Early detection & annual checkups are 
essential for your health and well-being.

JOIN US 
TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022 | 9:30A- 4:30P

BROWN HEARING CENTERS
417 St. George St., Ste. 109

(Town square across from confederate memorial statue)

GONZALES, TX
Appointments are limited. 

Call TODAY!

1-855-894-1869
www.brownhearingcenters.com

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM 
YOUR VISIT:

1. HEARING ANALYSIS
We will perform a visual examination of your ear canal, 
evaluate your current hearing abilities and determine the 
type of hearing loss you may have.

2. LIFESTYLE DISCUSSION
We will ask you about the types of sound environments 
you frequent, which will help us understand the level of 
technology best suited for your lifestyle.

3. HEARING AID OPTIONS
We will show you the hearing aids that are best suited for 
your hearing loss type and lifestyle.

4. BUDGET DISCUSSION
We will help you narrow down your choice of hearing 
instruments based on the investment you are comfortable 

making.

Daily Drink Specials 
& Daily Lunch Specials

520 Saint Paul • Gonzales
830-672-3647

www.therunningm.com

OUT BACK 
PATIO OPEN 
WEEKLY SPECIALS:

MON. – SALMON CROQUETTES
TUES. – LIVER & ONIONS
WED. – CHEF’S CHOICE

THURS. – MEATLOAF
FRI. – CHEF’S CHOICE

MEAL PLANS
CASSEROLES

DESSERTS

KITCHEN HOURS: 
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

BAR HOURS:
Monday – Friday

11 a.m. – 12 a.m.
Saturday

11 a.m. – 1 a.m.
Check Facebook

or Call for Updates

ORDERS TO GO OR DELIVERYORDERS TO GO OR DELIVERY

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
3-6 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

Frontier, NSCISD team up to bring free internet to students
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Nixon-Smiley CISD staff 
and students living in areas 
serviced by Frontier Com-
munications can now receive 
free internet service through 
Frontier’s K-12 Connected @ 
Home program.

A partnership between 
Frontier Business and local 
school districts, the goal of K-12 
Connected @ Home is “to keep 
students online and active, 

providing broadband services 
to those who need it most.” 

“School districts identify the 
students and Frontier estab-
lishes their internet connection 
so they can continue learning 
at home,” Frontier Communi-
cations said in a press release. 
“Frontier will invoice the USAC 
directly, on behalf of the school 
district, for home internet ser-
vices for individual students. 
Families will not receive a bill 
from Frontier.”

The Universal Service Ad-

ministrative Company (USAC) 
administers the Emergency 
Connectivity Fund program, 
through which the Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) provides funding 
to schools and libraries for 
“reasonable costs of laptop 
and tablet computers; Wi-Fi 
hotspots; routers; modems; 
and broadband Internet con-
nections for use by students, 
school staff, and library patrons 
at locations … other than a 
school or library.

“Funding is limited to stu-
dents, school staff, and library 
patrons who would otherwise 
lack access to connected de-
vices and broadband Internet 
services sufficient to engage 
in remote learning during the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” accord-
ing to the USAC.

Frontier works with school 
district to confidentially 
identify which students need 
service and a non-disclosure 
agreement is used to pro-
vide “complete anonymity” 

for those students and their 
families. Eligibility standards 
are in most cases based upon 
involvement by students in the 
federal free and reduced lunch 
program.

Services currently would be 
funded through June 30, 2023, 
but there is a possible exten-
sion coming that could make 
services available at no charge 
for a longer period of time.

For more information, con-
tact the Nixon-Smiley CISD at 
830-582-1536.

GISD STUDENT REGISTRATION OPEN
All returning Gonzales ISD students for 

the 2022-23 school year must be registered 
through Sky-ward Family Access. Please 
register your student for the campus they 
will be attending during the 2022-2023 
school year. If you need assistance with 
your username, please contact the campus 
registrars. If you need assistance with your 
password, please use the “Forgot 
Password” option. 

Computers will be available at the 
Student Center located at Gonzales High 
School on Monday, June 27 from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, June 28 from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.; and Wednesday, June 29 from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Student Center 
will be closed from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. for 
lunch.  

SMILEY MAYOR TO HOLD CITY HALL HOURS 
Smiley Mayor Lisa Benavidez announced 

last week she will have regular hours at 
Smiley City Hall, 207 Steele, for constitu-
ents to speak to her. “If you come to city 
hall between the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, I am there to serve each 
and every one of you,” Benavidez said in a 
Facebook post. “I am not ever too busy to 
speak with you on your concerns.”  

SMILEY PATRIOTIC BAKE SALE 
Smiley city staff will host a patriotic bake 

sale on Saturday, July 2, across the street 
from Nations Christian Fellowship, from 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m. or whenever sold out. Ride 
your decorated bike to the event for an 
opportunity to win fun prizes. Red, white 
and blue décor encouraged to celebrate a 
happy Fourth of July in Smiley. Let’s show 
our American pride in a positive manner! 
Hope to see you there!  

EDWARDS MUSEUM RIBBON CUTTING 
The Edwards High School African-

American Museum will have an official rib-
bon cutting ceremony at 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 1. Come be a part of history and cele-
brate the opening of the new museum. For 
more information, please contact Edwards 
Association president David Tucy at 830-
263-1611.   

NEWS BRIEFS

Episcopal Church welcomes interim pastor
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Episcopal Church 
of the Messiah has 
recently welcomed a 
well-known priest as 
their interim pastor. The 
church invites the com-
munity to visit at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday to hear 
this remarkable pastor 
and preacher.

The Rev. Dr. Robert 
Certain came to national 
and international atten-
tion when he officiated 
the funeral services for 
former President Gerald 
R. Ford at the Washington 
National Cathedral in 
early 2007.

Thirty-five years earlier, 
he had been a prisoner 
of war in Hanoi, North 
Vietnam, before submit-
ting to a call from God to 
enter the priesthood.

Following the Vietnam 
War, Christ Episcopal 
Church in San Antonio 
sponsored him to attend 
the School of Theology, 
an Episcopal Church 
seminary in Sewanee, 
Tennessee, and he was 
ordained as a priest in 
1976 after he received his 
Master of Divinity degree. 
In 1990, he was awarded 

his Doctor of Ministry 
degree from the School of 
Theology.

He served as a chaplain 
in the Air Force on active 
duty and in the reserves 
in various locations, 
including basic military 
training at Lackland AFB, 
at the headquarters of 
the Strategic Air Com-
mand and Air Mobility 
Command, and at the Air 
Force Academy. He is a 
graduate of the Air War 
College. He retired from 
the Air Force Reserves 
in 1999 at the rank of 

Colonel. 
Since 2007 he served 

on the Defense Health 
Board, on its committees 
on psychological health 
and medical ethics, and 
on the task force for the 
prevention of suicide by 
members of the armed 
forces. He also served on 
the VA Advisory Commit-
tee on Former Prisoners 
of War from 2008-2018 
and as its chairman for 
five years.

From 2012-2015 he was 
the Executive Director 
of the Military Chap-

lains Association of the 
USA. He served on the 
Board or Directors and 
as National Chaplain of 
the Military Officers As-
sociation of America, as 
the national chaplain of 
the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, as the na-
tional commander of the 
American Ex-POWs and 
on the board of directors 
of the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross Society. In 2014 
he was inducted into the 
Georgia Military Veterans 
Hall of Fame.

Father Certain served 
parishes in Texas, Missis-
sippi, Tennessee, Arizo-
na, California, and Geor-
gia before retiring from 
parish ministry in 2012. 
Since returning to Texas, 
he has served as interim 
rector of Grace Church 
in Cuero, St. John’s in 
McAllen, St. Andrew’s in 
Seguin, and St. Philip’s in 
Beeville before coming to 
the Church of the Mes-
siah in Gonzales.

Robert is married to 
the former Robbie Wade 
of Blytheville, Arkansas. 
They have two grown 
children and two grand-
children. Robert and 
Robbie make their home 
in San Antonio, Texas.

Robbie and Dr. Robert Certain

2021-2022 SBAG SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Marissa Esparza, left, is the daughter of Mario & Maria Esparza 
and the granddaughter of Alfredo & Maria Mora and Jerry & 
Lupe Esparza all of Smiley. Marissa will be attending Texas 
State University this Fall and will be majoring in Health Science. 
Emilie Janicek, above, is the daughter of Mark & Tasha Janicek 
of Smiley and the granddaughter of the late Eugene & Erleen 
Janicek. Emilie will be attending Tarleton State University in the 
Fall and will be majoring in Animal Science with a Pre-Vet focus.

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.
Find out what all your friends 

are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to  

The Gonzales Inquirer!

facebook.com/GonzalesInquirer
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We would like to say thank you by
recognizing our

most important assets:
OUR CUSTOMERS

Friday, July 1
Sausage wraps will be served from 11 am - 2 pm

Register for prizes

38 years of service!

 www.sagecapitalbank.com

Among the cast will be two 
young Gonzaleans who are 
also members of the Crystal 
Theatre’s Shakespeare Ninja 
performing group — Lena Sala-
zar and Miguel Moreno.

The pair began attending the 
two-week University of Texas 
residential summer camp on 
June 12 and will complete the 
experience with their final 
performance at the Winedale 
theatre barn at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
June 26. Another performance 
will be 3 p.m. Saturday, June 25, 
at the La Grange ISD Perform-
ing Arts Center.

“We’ve been hosting the 
Winedale Shakespeare camp-
ers for a decade now,” said 
Barbara Crozier, director of the 
Shakespeare Ninja program at 
the Crystal. “The first was in 
2012 when we had two young 
men who were part of our 
original five Ninjas taking part 
in Camp Shakespeare that year.

“One of the most important 
pieces that we’ve seen per-
formed at the Crystal was when 
Camp Shakespeare performed 
“Merchant of Venice” in 2019, 
the year before the pandemic 
shut things down. It is a time-
less piece with its themes of 
racial and religious struggles 
and strife.”

Moreno is no stranger to 
Camp Shakespeare as he was 
featured, along with recent 
Gonzales High School grad 
Ruby Hamilton, in the 2020 
documentary “Take Pains. Be 
Perfect” about the history of 
the University of Texas’ Shake-
speare at Winedale program 
founded by legendary profes-
sor Dr. James B. “Doc” Ayres in 
1970.

The documentary began air-
ing on PBS stations in April and 
can be seen for free at pbs.org/
video/take-pains-be-perfect-
a8uepq. It’s title comes from 
a line spoken by the character 
Bottom to the rest of the “rude 
mechanicals” performing the 
“play within the play” in “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

At age 89, though he no 
longer runs the collegiate 

program, the spry Ayres con-
tinues to take part in Camp 
Shakespeare along with camp 
director Robin Grace Soto and 
will be at the Crystal to oversee 
Friday’s performance and to 
speak with attendees about 
Camp Shakespeare, which he 
began in 2000.

Session Two campers from 
Camp Shakespeare will per-
form the tragedy “Macbeth” on 
the Crystal Theatre stage at 3:30 
p.m. Friday, July 15.

Tickets for both Crystal 
Theatre performances are $10 
per person (children 12 and 
under are free). Reservations 
can be made by emailing Soto 
at robingracesoto@utexas.edu 
or Ayres at jayres@cvctx.com). 

Tickets can be paid for at the 
door using cash, check, or card.

Camp Shakespeare at 
Winedale only takes 14 camp-
ers per session at a cost of 
$1,700 per student. The youth 
stay at the Farmstead B&B in 
nearby Round Top and spend 
their day working on lines 
and characterizations, going 
through physical and vocal 
exercises, working on scenes, 
doing journal writing, relax-
ation exercises, making masks, 
taking part in problem solv-
ing, singing, dancing and even 
watching film sequences of 
Shakespeare’s plays. Everything 
is done as a community.

“All the elements of the 
program are intended to 
promote an understanding 

and appreciation of the works 
of Shakespeare, and of their 
extraordinarily complex and 
penetrating vision of human 
life,” according to Soto. “Camp-
ers develop, test, and transcend 
their sense of self through their 
exploration of Shakespearean 
characters. What we pursue 
here is the conviction that 
anyone can live life more fully 
through a personal encounter 
with Shakespeare’s art.”

The best candidates for 
Camp Shakespeare are kids 
who “who work well with 
others, who are inventive, 
elastic, eager to play, explore 
and take risks, and are ready 
to rumble when they arrive.” 
Applications are accepted from 
candidates anywhere, regard-

less of whether they attend 
public, private or home school 
and “experience with theater or 
with Shakespeare is not neces-
sary. Commitment to working 
and playing with others is,” 
according to Soto.

The Crystal Theatre Young 
Program may be the only 
one of its kind in Texas as it is 
dedicated to providing “arts-
in-education opportunities for 
young people from all back-
grounds” from the year-round 
Shakespeare Ninja Project to 
the Crystal Summer Youth 
Workshop as well as the Young 
Texians Troupe, which per-
forms original Texas history 
ballads about the founding of 
Gonzales, the “Lexington of 
Texas.”

SHAKESPEARE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTRIBUTED
The Crystal Theatre Shakespeare Ninja program has had a decade-long partnership with Camp Shakespeare at Winedale. This year, two Shakespeare Ninjas 
are among the 14 first-session campers: Lena Salazar, second from left, and Miguel Moreno, far right. The Winedale Theatre barn, where the camp is held, has 
been remodeled to resemble the Globe Theatre in Great Britain.

CONTRIBUTED
Shakespeare Ninja actors Ben DeMent and Daniel Garcia, front, interact during a scene on stage 
at the Crystal Theatre in Gonzales during a past performance. UT’s Camp Shakespeare will be 
appearing in Gonzales this Friday, June 24, to perform “As You Like It.” DeMent and Garcia are 
both former Camp Shakespeare campers themselves.
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Healthier Tomorrows, Starting Today.

Safe, convenient care.
Take charge of your health in 2022! Sooner or later, most of us 
will need some sort of outpatient medical procedure: perhaps a 
colonoscopy, a hernia repair, an MRI or some blood work. When 
that day comes, rest assured that Gonzales Healthcare Systems 
offers not only the advanced medical expertise you deserve, but 
also the convenience and peace of mind that comes from being 
close to home, surrounded by the support of family and friends. 

For more about Outpatient Diagnostic, Lab or Surgical Services, 
visit GonzalesHealthcare.com or call 830-672-7581.

Members of the 
GHS Surgical Team

MEET & GREET WITH DR. A

about getting that in-
formation out via social 
media (Facebook) and 
possibly robo calls.

“A lot of the time they 
put this out in advance, 
so people get used to 
the adjusted pattern of 
driving,” Patek said, “And 
right now you can come 
down St. Joseph and you 
have to detour a little bit. 
The rest is just converted 
to one way driving.”

Patek continued to 
explain that the city is 
not trying to affect busi-
nesses in this renova-
tion plan, the city hopes 
to get projects bid in a 
timely manner, tak-
ing the effects of rising 
prices into account, and 
the effect on city plan-
ning.

“We’re seeing costs go 
through the roof, so it 
affects all of that,” Patek 
said.

City officials will 
continue to work on the 
budget, as issues arise, 
and will continue to look 
into projects for fiscal 
year 2022-23.

“We have a five year 
CIP (Captial Improve-
ment Projects) plan, 
and we go off of that, 
and we’re able to move 
things up or move things 
back, depending on 
what’s going on, what’s 
more pressing than oth-
ers, and so forth,” Patek 
said.

ROADS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“The situation is 
(that) we wanted 
to get finished with 
the water line before 
TxDOT comes in, 
in July, and starts 
paving. TxDOT has 
from July the 4th 
until the end of 
August to come in 
and pave all of St. 
Joseph.”
— City Manager Tim Patek

took on May 23 and 
June 13 regarding the 
radios. One action 
withdrawn had set an 
amount of $7,000 per 
unit for the purchase of 
radios, which Davis said 
needed to be removed 
as the county had spe-
cific price amounts for 
mobile and handheld 
radios established by the 
accepted bids from Vic-
toria Communications 
Systems and Motorola.

Davis said the 
amounts received by law 
enforcement agencies 
and fire departments 
would be based on the 
number of handhelds 
and mobiles requested 
and setting an amount 
of $7,000 would mean 
extra money the county 
would be paying out to 
agencies beyond what 
was actually required 
per the bids.

Commissioners also 
withdraw a motion that 
would have required 
individual fire depart-
ments to give money 
back to Emergency Ser-
vice District No. 2 within 
10 years if they dis-
solved. Davis explained 
the clause was unnec-
essary as the money 
would have been used to 
purchase radio equip-
ment; if the departments 
dissolve, it would have 
be the equipment that 
would be turned over to 
ESD 2.

The court had also 
approved the interlocal 
agreement to expend the 
funds under the wrong 
agenda item at their 
last meeting on June 
13, so the interlocal was 
approved separately on 
Tuesday under its own 
agenda item.

RADIOS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Avellaneda (middle) with school board members Sue Gottwald (left) and Gloria Torres (right) for the 
superintendent reception at Gonzales High School Tuesday afternoon.

New Gonzales ISD Superintendent Dr. Elmer Avellaneda 
met with members of the community Tuesday afternoon 
in the Student Center at Gonzales High School for GISD 
Superintendant reception. Avellaneda spoke about his 
goals from improving the buildings, academics and much 
more for the district.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Members of the community gather in the 
Student Center at Gonzales High School 

to meet the new superintendent, Dr. 
Elmer Avellaneda, Tuesday afternoon for 

the superintendent reception.
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